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 2018 Term Dates: 
Term 3: 16th July—22nd September 
Term 4: 8th October– 21st December 
 
 

Dates to Note: 
 

10th Aug—  Curriculum (Student Free) day 
13th-15th Aug.—Year 3/4 Camp 
22nd-24th Aug.—MVIMP Camp  
Aug 27th– Sept 7th— F-4  Intensive  
                                       Swimming Program 
 

Parent’s Association Meetings 
7.30pm in SPC 
9th August 
13th September 
 

Download our FREE Moonee Ponds Primary 
School App now! 

or 
Register to receive the newsletter via : 
 
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
newsletters/ 
 

Limited hard copies of newsletter  
available at the office and OSH Club 
 
Check out the School app calendar for 
all your important dates! 

 

 

Welcome to Term Three! 

I hope everyone has had some well-earned rest and enjoyed some 

family time over the July school holiday. 
 
There has been a lot happening at school over the break. Our            

landscapers are currently finishing of some paving for our new Out-

door Maths Learning Space (more on that later in the term). They 

have also be improving the path/edging into the school from the 

Wilson St. entrance, installing some sprinkler systems for the front 

lawns and some other concreting work. This has been funded by 

parent contributions to the school Building Fund which we greatly 

appreciate. There was roof works completed on the old building as 

well. Fully funded by DET there will be some more on the Junior Build-

ing in the coming weeks.  
 
We have installed a new playground activity- the ‘Ga Ga Pit’, along 

with some new blinds funded by the Parents Association. The new 

curtains will improve the distribution of light when using projectors in 

learning spaces and will assist with maximising the effectiveness of 

our heating and cooling. These holidays we have also installed CCTV 

cameras on our school grounds. The cameras will help to reduce the 

occurrences of vandalism, graffiti and other unwanted activities. It 

will monitor the external grounds and school entrances, specifically 

during evenings and weekends when the school is being accessed 

by those outside the MPPS community. The installation of CCTV com-

plies with Department of Education (DET) policy and guidelines, and 

has approval from the DET Security Services Unit. A copy of the CCTV 

policy is available on the school website (www.mpp.vic.edu.au/

school-council/school-policies/ ) for feedback until Monday 23rd July. 

Please note cameras will not be operational until the school policy is 

finalised. After you have read the policy, if you have any questions 

or concerns about the CCTV cameras, please speak with Matt or 

Rebecca. The work also continues outside of the school with the 

new raised street crossing on Wilson St nearly complete. There will 

also be some flashing 40km/h signs erected to slow down traffic dur-

ing school times. 
 
This term there is a lot happening as well. We encourage everyone 

to make sure you keep up to date with the newsletter. Coming up, 

we have the MVIMP camp, Year 3/4 Camp, F-4 Intensive Swimming 

program, MVIMP School Soiree and the Family Science Night (we will 

need parent helpers for this event – more information coming soon).  
 
We are also working on our school review this term. This includes a 

thorough process of reflection and looking back over the last four 

years as we complete a self-evaluation that will focus on all our 

school data, processes and include focus groups with students,    

parents and staff. The curriculum (student free) day on Friday 10th 

August is being held so staff can analyse this work in preparation for 

the school review days on September 5th and 19th. From our school 

review our new School Strategic Plan will be created. This is the 

Teaching and Learning plan for the next four years. A note will go 

home to all families in the next week inviting them to attend one of 

the focus groups and/or contribute to the online survey. 

NEWSLETTER                                       July 18th, 2018 

Principal Report 

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/
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Parent/ Teacher/ Student Interviews- Three Way Conferences 

On Tuesday 31st July, as part of the assessment and reporting process at Moonee Ponds Primary School, we 

have our second parent teacher exchange for the year. This is run as a three-way student led conference.  

Notes with this information will be sent home with students today. 

Three-way conferences in which students present their learning to their parents (and teacher) are an oppor-

tunity for students to formally reflect on the learning that has taken place over the semester. This reflection 

occurs as students prepare for the conference, as well as during the conference itself when they show and 

explain to their parents what they have learned. Students will have work samples to share with their parents to 

demonstrate their learning. The student, with teacher guidance, is the one who selects the work.  

The three-way conference is an opportunity to involve students in the conversation about their learning 

achievement and future learning goals. Three-way conferences are designed to achieve the following goals:  

to help students articulate and demonstrate evidence of learning  

to teach students the process of reflection and self-evaluation  

to facilitate the development of students' organisational and oral communication skills and to increase 

their self-confidence  

to encourage students, parents, and teachers to engage in open and honest dialogue  

to encourage students to accept personal responsibility for their learning  

to increase parent understanding of their child’s learning  

 

If there is concern about specific areas of your child’s learning, or social and emotional development, please 

let the classroom teacher know and together you can arrange an alternate time to discuss this either in per-

son or over the phone.  

 

The duration of each interview is 10 minutes. Conference time slots will begin at 2:00pm however all students 

will be supervised until the normal school finish time at 3.20pm. Foundation students will have their specialist 

classes, Year 1/2 students will be supervised as a group in the library and Year 3 – 6 students will be supervised 

in the multi-purpose room. Should you wish to collect your child early; students can be collected from 1:30pm. 

Students will attend and lead the conference. 

 

The booking system is online. The link to the school interviews site can be found at our school website under 

“Communication”: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/threewayconferences/. Bookings close on Mon-

day 30th July at 9am.  

 

Parent Opinion Survey 

Different from the School Review survey I mentioned earlier in the newsletter, the annual Parent Opinion Sur-

vey is completed annually by the Department of Education and Training and is conducted amongst a sam-

ple of randomly selected parents at every school in Victoria. This year, about 30 per cent of parents will be 

invited to participate by email (along with a follow up phone call).  All responses to the survey are anony-

mous. The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school climate, student en-

gagement, and relationships. Our school will use the results to inform school planning and improvement strat-

egies (as well as the School Review). The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and on-

ly takes 15 minutes to complete. It can be accessed from Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th August. Results will 

be sent back to our school at the end of September.  

 

 Matt Bott 

 Principal 

YEAR 5/6 CAMP PACER GRANT 

 

Students from our school will soon be undertaking (or have recently undertaken), an education 

tour of the national capital. Students will be given the opportunity to participate in a variety of 

educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. 
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to 

visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in 

meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government contributed funding of $30 per   

student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. This 

rebate was passed onto parents before pricing and payment of the 2018 camp.  

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/threewayconferences/


 

Respect     Optimism    Care    Collaboration 

 

 

 



 

Respect     Optimism    Care    Collaboration 

Science Night 2018 
seeking parent helpers 
 

MPPS’ annual Science Night will be held on the 9th of          

September and we’re seeking parent helpers. If you are, 

or know, a scientist, engineer, technologist, mathemati-

cian or designer I’d be keen to hear from you and dis-

cuss possible ways you may contribute. I can be con-

tacted at pregnell.lee.l@edumail.vic.gov.au or directly 

at school. 

 

This year’s theme is Game Changers and Changer Mak-

ers which celebrates the achievements of scientists and 

innovators from the past who have solved seemingly un-

solvable problems. It also acknowledges today’s game 

changers and change makers who use science to solve 

problems, design new solutions and predict our future 

paths. 

 

In developing the theme the organisers took inspiration from  

three significant celebrations in 2018: 

 

 200th anniversary of the publication of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (genetic engineering, bio-

technologies, prosthetics, bionics, genetic modification, brain enhancement and ethics); 

 40th anniversary of the birth of the first IVF baby (genetic engineering, biotechnology, nano-

technology); 

 International Year of the Reef (coral reefs and the scientists who study them). 

 

Australia has a long record of scientific excellence. Our scientific community, including research 

organisations and Cooperative Research Centres, continues to deliver outstanding achievements 

in science and research-based innovation. Many of these discoveries lead to new products, ven-

tures and industries enabled by science. 

National Science Week gives us the opportunity to increase our student’s, and our wider communi-

ties’, understanding and engagement with science. 

 

The scope of this year’s theme allows us the opportunity to create activities for students that will al-

low them to see the many, and varied, ways science has directly impacted their day to day life, 

and will continue to do so. In the process they will also learn about those Game Changers and 

Changer Makers who have delivered, (and those still doing so) solutions in science and helped to 

transform the way we live. If you can help, or know someone who works in a relevant area, I look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

Lee Pregnell 

(MPPS Science Coordinator  

mailto:pregnell.lee.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Chess-Ed.          
 
Chess Education             ABN: 45 801 319 770 
Manager: Nick Speck             Tel/Fax: (03) 9387 4503 
Email: info@chesseducation.com.au                               Website: www.chesseducation.com.au 

 
 

Chess is one of the most powerful educational tools available to strengthen a child’s mind. Most 6-7 year olds can follow 
the basic rules and some children as young as 4 or 5 can play. Whatever a child’s age, chess can enhance concentration, 
patience and perseverance as well as develop creativity, intuition and memory. Most importantly, children can develop the 
ability to analyse and deduce from a set of general principles, to make tough decisions and to solve problems flexibly. 
 
The chess classes will continue to take the children through a structured chess course with the dual aim of achieving the 
maximal educational benefits the game offers and providing an enjoyable learning environment. 
 
If your child would like to participate in the Chess Club during Term 3 please fill out the form below and return it to the of-
fice before the end of Week 2. Class numbers are limited to 25. Enrolments will be taken on a first-come, first-
served basis. Chess Club is only available for Year 1-6 students during Term 1.   

 
When:       Thursday Lunchtimes 1:30 – 2:20pm 

    There will be 7 classes in Term 3. Chess club will be on Jul 26
th
, Aug 2

nd
, Aug 9

th
, Aug 16

th
, Aug 23

rd
,    

Sept 13
th
, and Sept 20

th
. Please note there will be no Chess during P-4 Swimming.  

Where:       Library 
Cost:   $56.00 (includes chess materials) per child for Term 3. Please make any cheques payable to   

‘Moonee Ponds Primary School’ and give to the office. 
Enquiries:   Please feel free to contact Nick on (03) 9387 4503, 0402 33 9600, or via email at                                

info@chesseducation.com.au 
MPPS contact:   Holly Coleman 
 

            -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------- 
Moonee Ponds Primary School: Chess Club Enrolment Form – Term 3, 2018 
 
Name:____________________________________________________ Grade:____________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________ Postcode:_________________________ 
 
Phone:__________________________  Email: ________________________________________________ 

PLEASE USE THE OPTIONS BELOW TO INDICATE YOUR METHOD OF PAYMENT: 

I enclose  CASH  o  or  CHEQUE  o to the value of $              for MPPS CHESS CLUB 
 

NAME OF STUDENT/S:             

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ALTERNATIVELY:  PLEASE CHARGE THE AMOUNT OF   $      FOR THE:     MPPS CHESS CLUB    
       (Name of Excursion/Camp) 
TO MY: MASTERCARD o  VISA  o     
(Please tick one option and provide details below) 

My full card number is:      _  _  _  _    _  _  _  _    _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _     (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Valid from:                   Expiry date:   

Cardholder’s Name:    

Address:      Postcode:  

Daytime Telephone Number: (  )  
 
Signature of Cardholder -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Moonee Ponds Primary School Chess Club – Term 3, 2018 
 

mailto:info@chesseducation.com.au
mailto:info@chesseducation.com.au
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In Term 3 & 4, students from years 3-6 will have the opportunity to join the Makerspace club 

which will run on Wednesday’s at lunch time.  

Students will have the opportunity to experiment with the use of technical resources includ-

ing Snapcircuits TM, Makey MakeysTM Edison TM robots, Lego Mindstorm TM , Drones as well as 

experimenting with Scratch coding. This term MPPS will be purchasing further digital tech-

nologies resources that will also be available.  Thanks to the PA for assistance in funding this. 

Within this environment, students will have the chance to explore their understanding of this 

technology, and develop a project or projects collaboratively with other student from 

across different year levels. 

The club will have no cost, and will have voluntary attendance each week. However, there 

will be a cap of 25 students attending each week. We will begin with a first-come, first-

served system with a sign-up sheet being posted each Monday morning at the SRC notice-

board. If there is a high demand, we will modify this to a rostered system to ensure all stu-

dents who wish to attend are given an opportunity. 

By attending this club, students will be developing a range of cross curriculum skills and ca-

pabilities, including critical and creative thinking, digital technologies, interpersonal and 

mathematics skills.  

Our aim in creating a Makerspace learning club is to empower students to shift from being 

passive consumers of information and products to active creators and innovators.  

Makerspaces within schools and school libraries provide powerful contexts and opportuni-

ties for students to learn and develop new skills.  As the makerspace movement “draws up-

on the innately human desire to make things using our hands and our brains”, school mak-

erspaces can provide this necessary outlet for students, fueling engagement, creativity 

and curiosity at the same time (Fleming, 2015, p.2). For example, a research study conduct-

ed by Small (2014) found that “students who participated in activities involving innovation 

were inquisitive, imaginative and motivated. They wanted to solve real problems that 

could help people” (as cited in Moorefield-Lang, 2015, p. 108). 

 “Ultimately, the interdisciplinary and empowering natures of these makerspaces can help 

prepare youth for a future we can’t yet imagine” (Davee, Regalla & Chang, 2015, p. 10). 

 

Information cited from: https://curiositycommons.wordpress.com/makerspaces-the-

benefits/  

 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

 

Antony Brock 

MAKERSPACE CLUB 

https://curiositycommons.wordpress.com/makerspaces-the-benefits/
https://curiositycommons.wordpress.com/makerspaces-the-benefits/
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The SRC will be holding a Pyjama Day to raise  
money for the ‘Pyjama Foundation’ which supports 
children in foster care.  We are asking that     
everyone wear their comfiest PJ’s for a gold coin 
donation.  There will also be a teddy bear dress 
up competition.   

To enter your teddy bear into the 
competition please bring an additional 
gold coin.  If you have any questions 

please see your classroom SRC repre-
sentatives. 
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CLASS ROCC STAR REASON 

Foundation A 

Melanie 

Solomon Knight For consistently trying his best in the classroom and al-

ways showing optimism. 

Foundation B 

Alice 

Logan Holtz Being optimistic every day! 

Foundation C 

Leigh 

Pearl Salter For showing attentive, respectful listening at all times. 

1/2 A 

Matt 

Ky Lam Doan 
  

For showing great respect and collaborative skills within 

her social interactions. 

1/2 B 

Mae 

Matthias Yu 
  

For demonstrating all the school values by respecting 

other members of the class, caring for his friends, al-

1/2 C 

Holly 

Ishwar Malik 
  

For showing care and collaboration when helping oth-

ers use the class laptops. 

1/2 D 

Jenny 

Maeve Darwin-

Holthuyzen 

For embodying all of the school values every day and 

being such a great role model for younger students. 

1/2 E 
Jess 

Chloe Rizzas 
  

For being an inclusive friend in the classroom and play-

ground. 

1/2F 
Maegan 

Zoe Pham For being a kind and inclusive member of our class-

room. Zoe is respectful to all her teachers and peers. 

3/4 A 

Nicole 

Chloe Italia For being a caring and inclusive friend and group 

member! 

3/4 B 

David 

Isla Smith For being supportive towards other class members 
  

3/4 C 
Candice 

Damien Xander 
  

For be a helpful member of the class. 

3/4D 
Lee 

Zachary Megalla For being supportive member of his egg helmet chal-

lenge team. 

Physical Ed 
Emma 

Adam Bubic For displaying a positive attitude to his learning and ap-

proaching everything with optimism. 

Performing Arts/Arts 
Christine 

Claire Haydon For always showing respectful behaviour in Performing 

Arts.  Fantastic work! 

Italian 
Nancy 

Jennifer Haydon For creating an amazing Italian poster and taking risks 

with her Italian writing. Brava! 

ROCC & LEARNING STAR AWARDS—JUNE 28 
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CLASS 

LEARNING STAR REASON 

Foundation A 

Melanie 

Che Widdis For her great sequencing of 'We're Going On a Bear 

Hunt' and making a fantastic map! 

Foundation B 

Alice 

Logan Holtz For always putting his hand up to answer questions and 

contribute to classroom discussion.  Well done! 

Foundation C 

Leigh 

Christian Portelli For working hard to learn high frequency words 

1/2 A 

Matt 

Nina Cartwright For applying her reading strategies, as well as collaborat-

ing well with her peers. 

1/2 B 

Mae 

Eva Joseph For writing a creative story about talking carrots and 

when reading aloud, making changes to her work by 

1/2 C 

Holly 

Aubrey L'Estrange For working hard to keep her books tidy and presenting 

her work neatly. 

1/2 D 

Jenny 

Eliza Bloom 
  

For trying hard to do her writing ‘by herself’ and having a 

go independently when reading and writing. 

1/2E 
Jess 

Jess Buerckner For his improved handwriting 

1/2F 
Maegan St. Law-

rence 

Luke Leventis For always having a go and keeping his notebooks or-

ganised and neat. 

3/4 A 

Nicole 

Ellena Kyriacou For working hard to support her group on their egg hel-

met challenge! 

3/4 B 

David 

Ruben Christov For making an effort to read different text types. 

3/4 C 

Candice 

Roji Kandel 
  

For working hard to achieve her learning goals. 

3/4D 
Lee 

Ruby O'Dwyer For her focused approach when completing her expla-

nation report. 

Physical Ed 
Emma 

Vivien Power For leading by example in PE! 

Performing Arts/Arts 
Christine 

Logan Holtz For always putting his hand up to answer questions and 

contribute to classroom discussion.  Well done! 

Nancy 
Italian 

Harry Wards For having a fantastic attitude in Italian classes and for 

being helpful to others. 

ROCC & LEARNING STAR AWARDS—JUNE 28 
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Amaze is hosting a series of workshops with the support of Moonee Valley 
City Council, which aim to increase the capacity of people with autism and 
their families to exercise choice and control in working under the new National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) which comes into effect on 1st October, 
2018. 

 
FOUR free workshops will cover the following important topics: 
 

 The NDIS 

 Pre-planning 

 Writing a carer and participant 

statement 

 Setting and writing goals  

 Effective communication 

 Advocacy 

 Community connections and peer 

support 

(PLEASE NOTE: All Four Workshops must be attended)  
 

 Please note workshop 3 is a different day and time.  

Workshop 1: Tuesday  31st July, 2018  10am – 12pm          
Workshop 2: Tuesday 28th August   10am – 12pm 
Workshop 3: Monday 17th September, 2018 12.30pm – 2.30pm 
Workshop 4: Tuesday 30th October, 2018  10am – 12pm 
 
Address:  Sam Merrifield Library 

762 Mt Alexander Road 
Moonee Ponds.  
 

To register your place at the workshops by 25th July, 2018 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amaze-ndis-information-session-moonee-
valley-tickets-45883138703 
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Newsletter 

The newsletter will be published each week during February and then published fortnightly thereafter. 

The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to read it! It 

will be sent home in hard copy today for all families but will be published on line as of next week; this 

will help minimise our paper usage and protect the environment. Families will be able to access it on 

the school website, school smart phone application or by signing up to have it emailed to your inbox 

when published. Sign up for the newsletter today! http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/ 

Limited copies will be available at the office or Out of School Hours Care. 

How to access the school newsletter: 

 
1. Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-

school/newsletters/ 

2. Download the Moonee Ponds Primary School application 

from your relevant smart phone app store (search for: 

Moonee Ponds Primary School)              
 
3. Sign up for it to be sent to your email address on the 

school website:  

             http:// www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/ 

TERM 3, 2018  CALENDAR 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

July 16 July 17 

 

July 18 

Newsletter 

 

July 19 July 20 

July 23 July 24 

 

July 25 

School Council 

July 26 

Assembly 3pm 

July 27 

SRC PJ Day 

Trivia Night 

7 pm SPC 

July 30 July 31 

Three Way  

Student Led  

Conferences 

August 1 

Newsletter 

August 2 

2019 Foundation 

Familiarisation 

August 3 

August 6 August 7 August 8 

First Aid in 

Schools 

August 9 

Assembly 3pm 

Parents’ Assoc 

 

 

August 10 

Curriculum 

(Student Free) 

Day 

August 13 

3/4 Camp 

August 14 

 

3/4 Camp 

August 15 

3/4 Camp 

Newsletter 

August 16 August 17 

August 20 

Book Week 

August 21 

MVIMP Camp 

August 22 

MVIMP Camp 

August 23 

MVIMP Camp 

2019 Foundation 

Familiarisation 

 

Assembly 3pm 

August 24 

MVIMP Camp 

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
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