NEWSLETTER

August 1st, 2018

PRINCIPAL REPORT

87 Wilson Street
Moonee Ponds 3039

The busy term continues with our Year 1/ 2 classes heading off to
their excursion ‘Connecting to Country’ at the Royal Botanic
Gardens tomorrow (Year 1/ 2 A, B & E) and next Thursday (Year 1/ 2
C, D & F). With three Foundation classes for 2019 our first Foundation Familiarisation session starts this Thursday after recess and we
will meet again two more times this term. All students will
participate in the First Aid (for kids) courses next Wednesday as well
as our Year 3/ 4 students heading down to camp at Queenscliff.

moone.ponds.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.mpp.vic.edu.au

Out of Hours School Care:
OSH Club : 0448 043 164:
MPPS Program
1300 397 735
Customer Service & Billing
Email: mooneeponds@oshclub.com.au
www.oshclub.com.au

A reminder that the Premiers Reading challenge is finishing soon.
Make sure you log on and register your books at:
www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/Challenger/WebLogin.aspx
We have also planned some book week activities. These include
multi-age activities based around the shortlisted childrens’ books
during the week, and also a dress up day on August 24 th. Please
note assembly that week will be held on Friday 24 th August at 9am
(instead of Thursday afternoon) combined with the dress-up day
parade for book-week.

2018 Term Dates:
Term 3: 16th July—22nd September
Term 4: 8th October– 21st December

Thanks also to Steph Barnard and Adrian & Leanne Threlfall for their
work organising the Trivia Night last week, it was a fun night out for
all who attended.

Dates to Note:
10th Aug— Curriculum (Student Free) day
13th-15th Aug.—Year 3/4 Camp
22nd-24th Aug.—MVIMP Camp
Aug 27th– Sept 7th— F-4 Intensive
Swimming Program
Parent’s Association Meetings
7.30pm in SPC
9th August
13th September

This is either by:
1.
attending parent focus groups to be held next Tuesday 7th
August
at
9.10am
or
6.30pm
in
the
Library
(www.schoolinterviews.com.au using the booking code:
j64hg), or by

Download our FREE Moonee Ponds Primary
School App now!
or
Register to receive the newsletter via :

2.

completing the following survey where information will be
shared through the Self Evaluation process: (http://tiny.cc/
uh36vy ).

Parent/ Teacher/ Student Interviews- Three Way Conferences
Thank you to all the families that took part in the student-led
conferences last night. If you haven’t caught up with your child’s
teacher, please do not hesitate to contact them and arrange a
time to meet. We hope the three-way conference was a successful
opportunity to hear your child lead the conversation about their
learning achievement and future learning goals.

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
newsletters/

Limited hard copies of newsletter
available at the office and OSH Club
Check out the School app calendar for
all your important dates!

Respect

School Review
As mentioned last newsletter we are having a school review this
year.
Finer details of our school review process is included in the coming
pages of the newsletter but parents are asked to contribute their
feedback to assist with improving our school through two avenues.

If there is concern about specific areas of your child’s learning, or
social and emotional development, please let the classroom
teacher know and together you can arrange an alternate time to
discuss this either in person or over the phone.
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PRINCIPAL REPORT
Parent Opinion Survey
The annual Parent Opinion Survey has been shared with selected parents by email (98 of you to be exact).
It is completed annually by the Department of Education and Training and is conducted amongst a
sample of randomly selected parents at every school in Victoria. This year, about 30 per cent of parents will
be invited to participate by email (along with a follow up phone call). All responses to the survey are
anonymous. The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school climate,
student engagement, and relationships. Our school will use the results to inform school planning and
improvement strategies (as well as the School Review). The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA
Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to complete. It can be accessed from Monday 23rd July to
Sunday 26th August. Results will be sent back to our school at the end of September.
School Review- further information
What is it and what's the process?
For all school reviews, schools use the ‘Framework for Improving Student Outcomes
FISO) - Improvement Cycle (see graphic below).

Source: www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/improvementcycle.aspx
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PRINCIPAL REPORT
Evaluate and diagnose
In this stage of the Improvement Cycle we must move through two steps1. School Self Evaluation
School self-evaluation involves identifying where a school is on its improvement and development journey
and understanding the impact of its previous efforts. It provides schools with a process to collect data from
diverse sources to inform action for improving student and professional learning, much the same as we use
student data to identify a student's zone of proximal development. School reflection and self-evaluation
helps identify what is working well, what needs to continue and which areas of the school's work may
need to be improved or further developed. It informs decisions relating to priority-setting, initiatives, strategies and actions for improvement.
The pre Self-Evaluation work the school does before it creates the Self-Evaluation Document includes
working with key stakeholders: students, teachers and parents.
Students – a range of academic and wellbeing data is collected, along with student focus groups with
questions around our students’ experiences of teaching and learning at MPPS.
Parents - the parent opinion survey is reviewed, along with focus groups and a specifically designed survey open to all parents about teaching and learning at MPPS.
Staff – review the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO) developmental continuum, they
analyse and reflect on the data collected (parent/student/teacher) and provide feedback on the goals
and key improvement strategies implemented over the last four years.
Once we have thoroughly reviewed and analysed the data, listened to the student, parent and staff
feedback through the focus groups and surveys, the Self-Evaluation document will be created for the
school reviewer.
2. School Review
As part of the Improvement Cycle, Victorian Government schools undertake a review every four years to
provide an independent analysis of the school's performance against the goals and targets in their school
strategic plan. The formal review also evaluates the school's strengths, areas for improvement and the
impact of its improvement efforts.
Our school reviewer Peter Fotheringham will lead these days using the documented information provided
from the Self Evaluation process. The School Review panel will consist of the school leaders (Principal,
Assistant Principal, Literacy & Numeracy Leaders and Year Level (PLT) Leaders), the DET Senior Education
Improvement Leader (SEIL), the School Council president (or nominee) and two challenge partners
(usually Principals in other schools).
The dates and foci are:
Validation Day (Wednesday September 5th)
Field Work day- including visiting classrooms (Wednesday September 19th), and
Final Review day (Wednesday 10th October).
The outcome of the review days is a report (written by the reviewer) which then assists the school to move
into the ‘Prioritise and Set Goals’ stage when we create our new School Strategic Plan.

Lost Property is overflowing. Please pop into check
name tags as we will be clearing out all clothes soon.
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PRINCIPAL REPORT

Source: www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/
cycleevaluate.aspx

Matthew Bott
Principal

Repeated Information
Curriculum Day- Friday 10th August
A quick note to parents that our next curriculum (student free) day will be on
Friday 10th August. As part of our school review process, all staff will be using
the day to analyse student data (academic, absences, wellbeing) and
reflect on the last four years in terms of successes, challenges and
opportunities for further development. We will also be collecting feedback
from students and parents from their perspective (more information will be
provided about this in the coming weeks). All this valuable information will
help shape our goals and key improvement strategies for our next strategic
plan. The Out of School Hours program will be running on this day. Bookings
can be made directly with OSHClub.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE—JULY MEETING
The July meeting of the School Council was held on Wednesday, 25 July. The agenda for the
meeting included a discussion of the various committee reports. Matt Bott presented the Principal’s Report which included a briefing as to:
·
·
·
·
·

Curriculum days for term 3 (Friday, 10 August) and term 4 (to be confirmed);
Foundation enrolments status which indicates solid enrolments for 2019;
Parent Opinion Survey – to be issued to a percentage of parents (random selection);
Mid-cycle reviews of teaching staff by Matt and Rebecca to be conducted; and
Four yearly formal School Review to be conducted. Review involves independent as
sessors, senior MPPS staff, principals of other schools, Department of Education
representatives and the School President. To commence in late term 3.

Other reports were also presented and discussed:
·
·

Finance Report was presented by Mike Holtz (Treasurer) – budget in order.
OSHC Report was presented by Matt Bott – program running positively.

Brief discussion as to Facilities actions (no formal report). Discussion as to the various building and
maintenance activities taking place at the school including the Outdoor Maths Learning Project
(Maths Garden), fixing of leaky rooves and the important and long awaited Wilson Street
crossing works (Council acknowledged Matt’s efforts in pushing for these safety works over the
years).
A key Education policy discussed and approved was the new Closed Circuit Television (CCTV)
Policy to improve safety and security at the School. The policy ratified at Council sets out the
approved times of operation and requirements for the use and release of CCTV footage in
accordance with departmental policies and the law. The cameras were installed over the term
2 holidays (special thank you to Scott Siega for facilitating camera donation).
The next School Council Meeting will be held on 29 August 2018.
meet on the allocated dates before this meeting.

The various committees will

Scott Cutler
School Council President

Absences—Don’t forget to let the school know
if your child is absent
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PRINCIPALS’ DAY—FRIDAY, 3 AUGUST 2018

This Friday (3rd August) is Principals’ Day in Victoria and we celebrate our Moonee
Ponds Primary School leaders on this special day.
Matt and Rebecca are practicable, personable, professional and resourceful. They
lead our wonderful team of teachers and support staff to provide a fantastic
educational environment for our children. On behalf of Moonee Ponds Primary School
community, we take this opportunity to thank them both.
They manage student welfare, school budgets, extra curricula activities and a myriad
of issues that come up on a day-to-day basis. In working with Matt and Rebecca on
the School Council over a number of years, I have always been impressed at their
ability to juggle an endless array of competing demands.
Matt and Rebecca are willing to step in and do any job that needs to be done,
whether it is attending to the management of the school, dealing with the local
council and the Education Department, teaching in classrooms, stepping in for the
crossing supervisor and being willing to get hit in the face with a wet sponge at the
school fete.
Their work sometimes extends to the extreme ... at a recent working bee, I saw Matt
use angle grinders, crow bars and bare hands to partly demolish the solid brick BBQ for
the maths garden! There are also recent reports of Matt capturing a lost dog in the
school yard using animal ‘whispering’ skills learnt on his childhood farm and Rebecca
communicating with, analysing and photographing, a visiting owl to our school
(rumoured to be from Hogwarts). Even last Friday, Matt and Rebecca were assisting
late into the night for the school Trivia Night.
So, as we approach Principals’ Day this Friday, please say a ‘thank you’ to Matt and
Rebecca.
Scott Cutler
President of

the

School
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YEAR 5/6 CAMP REFLECTIONS
In the last week of term 2, the 5-6s had an amazing camp in Canberra. Here are some
written responses penned this week.
Thanks to Emily Ross, Aleyna Khabbaz, Callum Cahoon, Hamish Talko and Hamish Cutler
The green and the blue
The sunset and the sunrise
The wind and the rain
We went to places
The AIS, Questacon
It was amazing
The heater was on
Although the weather was cold
Our spirits were high
We were with our friends
It was a giant sleepover
With games and great food
They made it look good
It turned out to be better
The laughter and fun
The 10 hour bus ride to Green Hills was probably the worst part about the trip. The rest was
great. We went to Questacon, the AIS, the high court, and an art gallery. For lots of
people, Questacon was the highlight of the trip. With its cool gadgets, 10 foot slides, and
robot air hockey who wouldn’t like it? The actual camp was good too, with it’s hotel style
cabins, and great food. I would highly recommend Camp Green Hills.
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YEAR 5/6 CAMP REFLECTIONS

The 5 days I went to camp were amazing! Every day we would have an exiting activity
such as, Questacon, the national art gallery, old parliament house, Australian institute of
sport/AIS, new parliament house and national history museum! It was an educational
camp filled with excitement and joy. Going to Greenhills was an opportunity to socialise
with not only with the people in your cabin but with the whole 5/6 community, being
able to socialise means to make new friends or to talk to people you don’t usually talk to.
With the kind and caring staff at Greenhills I think this camp is a fun and joyful and camp
it deserves 10/10! With so many people coming it gives everyone a chance to have
FUN!!
Greenhills features:

 3, 5 or 6 people in your cabin. (Bunk beds)
 amazing food. There’s: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Dessert and supper
 movie and a talent show

The last week of term we went to Canberra for Camp. I was on the bus for 10 hours. I
camped at Greenhill's conference centre. The cabins were great. We had an ensuite
bathroom with 2 bunk beds. I went to Parliament, old Parliament, Questacon, War
Memorial, Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) the museum and the gallery. On the bus
drives, I saw lots of kangaroos. At Questacon I got a newtons cradle, a Rubix cube and
a collector coin. At the AIS there was this room where we got to do some sports on
screens where we could smash the ball as hard as you can and the screen wouldn't
break. Breakfast, lunch and dinners were amazing. It was the best camp ever!
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YEAR 5/6 CAMP REFLECTIONS

Camp Killer Clown …………. I put on my killer clown mask that I was going to use for the
talent show and crept up the stairs to our cabin. I ran up to our cabin and pressed my
ear to the door to make sure my cabin mates were in there. They were. I slowly opened
the door and turned off the lights so it was pitch black. Then, as Byron went to turn on
the light, I silently ran up right next to Stav, and as soon as Byron turned on the light, I
yelled “RAAAAAAAAH!” and gave him the scare of his life.
Before the holidays, our school went to camp in Canberra. It was great fun even though
it was a ten-hour bus trip to get there. The cabins were also great. In my cabin, there
were four people. We each shared a bunk bed. There were also fully functioning
en-suite bathrooms. We visited lots of places there. The most fun one I think was
Questacon but we also went to Parliament House and the High Court just to name a
few. I also saw a lot of kangaroos on the way there. Our camp was in Green Hills only a
20 minute drive from the Canberra CBD. The sporting highlight for the trip was the AIS
(The Australian Institute Of Sport). When we were there we could use all the rugby
league simulators and the soccer free kick simulator. There was also a signed Ashes 2010
Australian cricket bat. It was the best camp ever.
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YEAR 5/6 CAMP PHOTOS
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Science Night 2018
seeking parent helpers
MPPS’ annual Science Night will be held on the 9th of
September and we’re seeking parent helpers. If you are,
or know, a scientist, engineer, technologist,
mathematician or designer I’d be keen to hear from you
and discuss possible ways you may contribute. I can be
contacted
at
pregnell.lee.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
or directly at school.
This year’s theme is Game Changers and Changer
Makers which celebrates the achievements of scientists
and innovators from the past who have solved seemingly
unsolvable problems. It also acknowledges today’s
game changers and change makers who use science to
solve problems, design new solutions and predict our
future paths.
In developing the theme the organisers took inspiration from
three significant celebrations in 2018:
 200th anniversary of the publication of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (genetic engineering,

biotechnologies, prosthetics, bionics, genetic modification, brain enhancement and ethics);
 40th anniversary of the birth of the first IVF baby (genetic engineering, biotechnology,
nanotechnology);
 International Year of the Reef (coral reefs and the scientists who study them).
Australia has a long record of scientific excellence. Our scientific community, including research
organisations and Cooperative Research Centres, continues to deliver outstanding achievements
in science and research-based innovation. Many of these discoveries lead to new products,
ventures and industries enabled by science.
National Science Week gives us the opportunity to increase our student’s, and our wider
communities’, understanding and engagement with science.
The scope of this year’s theme allows us the opportunity to create activities for students that will
allow them to see the many, and varied, ways science has directly impacted their day to day life,
and will continue to do so. In the process they will also learn about those Game Changers and
Changer Makers who have delivered, (and those still doing so) solutions in science and helped to
transform the way we live. If you can help, or know someone who works in a relevant area, I look
forward to hearing from you.
Lee Pregnell
(MPPS Science Coordinator
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MAKERSPACE CLUB
In Term 3 & 4, students from years 3-6 will have the opportunity to join the Makerspace
club which will run on Wednesday’s at lunch time.
Students will have the opportunity to experiment with the use of technical resources
including Snapcircuits TM, Makey MakeysTM Edison TM robots, Lego Mindstorm TM , Drones as
well as experimenting with Scratch coding. This term MPPS will be purchasing further
digital technologies resources that will also be available. Thanks to the PA for assistance in
funding this.
Within this environment, students will have the chance to explore their understanding of
this technology, and develop a project or projects collaboratively with other student from
across different year levels.
The club will have no cost, and will have voluntary attendance each week. However,
there will be a cap of 25 students attending each week. We will begin with a first-come,
first-served system with a sign-up sheet being posted each Monday morning at the SRC
noticeboard. If there is a high demand, we will modify this to a rostered system to ensure
all students who wish to attend are given an opportunity.
By attending this club, students will be developing a range of cross curriculum skills and
capabilities, including critical and creative thinking, digital technologies, interpersonal
and mathematics skills.
Our aim in creating a Makerspace learning club is to empower students to shift from being
passive consumers of information and products to active creators and innovators.
Makerspaces within schools and school libraries provide powerful contexts and
opportunities for students to learn and develop new skills. As the makerspace movement
“draws upon the innately human desire to make things using our hands and our brains”,
school makerspaces can provide this necessary outlet for students, fueling engagement,
creativity and curiosity at the same time (Fleming, 2015, p.2). For example, a research
study conducted by Small (2014) found that “students who participated in activities
involving innovation were inquisitive, imaginative and motivated. They wanted to solve
real problems that could help people” (as cited in Moorefield-Lang, 2015, p. 108).
“Ultimately, the interdisciplinary and empowering natures of these makerspaces can help
prepare youth for a future we can’t yet imagine” (Davee, Regalla & Chang, 2015, p. 10).

Information
benefits/

cited

from:

https://curiositycommons.wordpress.com/makerspaces-the-

If you have any questions, please let me know.
Antony Brock
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PYJAMA DAY
Prep C and all the words they could make from ‘Pyjamas’

P
Y
J
A

M
A
S
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ROCC & LEARNING STAR AWARDS—JULY 26
.

CLASS

ROCC STAR

REASON

Foundation A
Melanie
Foundation B
Alice
Foundation C
Leigh
1/2 A
Matt
1/2 B
Mae

Lewis Moffat

For showing care to his classmates by helping them with
their work and being a role model. Well done!
For great listening.

1/2 C
Holly

Eva Eleftherakis

1/2D
Jenny

Max Wu

For being ready to try his best and being optimistic
about having a go at doings things independently.

1/2 E
Jess

Cassie Biscoccho

For being a caring friend and always including others.

1/2F
Maegan

Sasha Abruzov

3/4 A
Nicole
3/4 B
David
3/4 C
Candice

Archie Morgan

For Being a kind and inclusive member of our classroom.
Sasha volunteered to be the buddy for our new student
and was eager to include him during play time.
Always showing respectful listening during class and
partner discussions.
For working collaboratively with others and modelling
optimism.
For being an honest and kind member of the class.

3/4D
Lee

Kila De Busch

For his improvement with his reading, particularly when
deciphering unfamiliar and complex words.

5/6A
Libby

Evan Gikas

For accepting everyone in games and never leaving
people out.

5/6B
Caitlyn

Evan Valentine

For being a kind and collaborative class member, and
always showing outstanding optimism!

5/6C
Antony

Fin Vitale

For being inclusive of everyone in class, in the playground and particularly at camp.

Physical Ed
Emma

Eliza Bloom

For working collaboratively with others during the PMP
program.

Performing Arts/Arts
Christine

Brooklyn Crook

For working collaboratively and showing lots of expression when performing a short play in performing arts.

Lachlan Browne
Emily Harry

Showing great collaboration. Helping all groups during
pack up time.

Alessia Di Florio

For showing the school values in her interactions with
others, as well as within her learning.
For demonstrating respect by always putting her hand
up to speak, looking after her belongings and being a
collaborative, caring classmate.
For showing care and collaboration by helping others
around the classroom.

Mariana Gomez

Evan Roubos
Oliver Davern
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ROCC & LEARNING STAR AWARDS—JULY 26

LEARNING STAR

REASON

Foundation A
Melanie
Foundation B
Alice
Foundation C
Leigh
1/2 A
Matt
1/2 B
Mae
1/2 C
Holly

Xavier Terbogt
Oliver Goontilleke

For his fantastic use of adjectives in his writing! Well
done Xavier!
For amazing writing.

Callum Power

For great focus and application during all learning tasks.

John Giannarakis

For his focus and effort in writing, especially in handwriting and editinh.
For working so hard in all class activities and completing
some wonderful maths work on ‘groups of”
For making a big effort to sit with good posture and start
his work quickly.

1/2 D
Jenny

Ewan Gardiner

For working steadily on his multiplication problems and
thinking carefully about moving to the next stage in his
learning goal.

1/2E
Jess

Vihaan Gill

For his focus whilst learning about the area model in
multiplication.

1/2F
Maegan St. Lawrence

Abby Knight

For always staying focused and on task. Abby is an enthusiastic learner who takes pride in all of her work.

3/4 A
Nicole

Tommy Barnard

Showing and explaining his mathematical thinking in
multiplication!

3/4 B
David

Imogen Golden

For running into interesting words to extend her vocabulary.

3/4 C
Candice
3/4D
Lee

Yafet Abrha

For working hard to improve his skip counting.

Brooklyn Crook

5/6A
Libby

Flynn Alphey

For his consistently optimistic, focussed and determined
approach to his learning.
For being focused and enthusiastic about debates.

5/6B
Caitlyn

Zehra Sahin

For showing fantastic focus and putting in her best effort
towards tasks, particularly with her Class Masters
speech. Well done Zehra!

5/6C
Antony

Aiden Power

For being consistently curious and interactive with all
learning opportunities at camp.

Physical Ed
Emma

Hamish Talko

For giving his personal best during the beep test.

Performing Arts/Arts
Christine

Ava Bourne

For completing a fantastic drawing of plants in her visual
arts diary.

Ben Threlfall
Angus Siega
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TERM 3, 2018 CALENDAR
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

July 30

July 31
Three Way
Student Led
Conferences

August 1
Newsletter

August 2
2019 Foundation
Familiarisation

August 3

August 6

August 7
Parent Focus
Group
9am + 6.30 pm

August 8
First Aid in
Schools

August 9
Assembly 3pm
Parents’ Assoc

August 10
Curriculum
(Student Free)
Day

August 13
Science Week

August 14
Science Week

August 16
Science Week

August 17
Science Week

3/4 Camp

3/4 Camp

August 15
Science Week
3/4 Camp
Newsletter

August 20
Book Week

August 21

August 22
Multi Age Book
Activity
11.30 -1.30
MVIMP Camp

August 23
MVIMP Camp
2019 Foundation
Familiarisation

August 24
MVIMP Camp
Assembly 9am
Dress Up Parade

MVIMP Camp
August 27
F-4 Swimming

August 28
F-4 Swimming

August 29
F-4 Swimming
School Council

August 30
F-4 Swimming

August 31
F-4 Swimming
Father’s Day Stall

September 3
F-4 Swimming

September 4
F-4 Swimming

September 5
F-4 Swimming

September 6
F-4 Swimming

September 7
F-4 Swimming

Newsletter
The newsletter will be published each week during February and then published fortnightly thereafter.
The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to read it! It
will be sent home in hard copy today for all families but will be published on line as of next week; this
will help minimise our paper usage and protect the environment. Families will be able to access it on
the school website, school smart phone application or by signing up to have it emailed to your inbox
when published. Sign up for the newsletter today! http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
Limited copies will be available at the office or Out of School Hours Care.
How to access the school newsletter:
1.

Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/ourschool/newsletters/

2.

Download the Moonee Ponds Primary School application
from your relevant smart phone app store (search for:
Moonee Ponds Primary School)

3.

Sign up for it to be sent to your email address on the
school website:
http:// www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
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