NEWSLETTER

December 12th, 2018

PRINCIPAL REPORT

87 Wilson Street
Moonee Ponds 3039

The end of term and holidays are nearly here!

moone.ponds.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.mpp.vic.edu.au

Year six graduation is scheduled for next Monday night; I know the
students along with Libby, Ant and Caitlyn are busy preparing for the
evening. It’s always a great night to celebrate the end of our
students' primary school years as well as a reflective time for
teachers and parents: wondering how our children have grown up
so quickly. Thanks also to the Year 5 parents who are setting up the
event behind the scenes.

Out of Hours School Care:
OSH Club : 0448 043 164:
MPPS Program
1300 397 735
Customer Service & Billing
Email: mooneeponds@oshclub.com.au
www.oshclub.com.au

The Poolside Picnic is on Wednesday 19th December at Queens Park
pool. Notes went home yesterday. Please ensure you have paid $9
and signed and returned the permission form. Please also check at
the office if you need information about the excursion levy and if
you have funds left. It will be a great day out and hopefully the
weather will be kind to us. Remember to bring along your sunscreen.

2018 Term Dates:
Term 4: 8th October– 21st December

A reminder that school finishes for the year on Friday 21 st December
at 1.20pm. There will be a final assembly in the Sports and
Performance Centre at 1.10pm.

2019 Term Dates:
Term 1: 31st January-5th April
Term 2: 23rd April-28th June
Term 3: 15th July-20thSeptember
Term 4: 7th October-20th December

Dates to Note:
Dec. 17th– Year 6 Graduation
Dec. 19th—Poolside Picnic (Queen’s Park)
Parent’s Association Meetings
7.30pm in SPC
13th December

End of Year Celebration
Thanks to all our families that came and enjoyed the lovely weather
last Thursday for our end of year celebration (it was very different
from the pouring rain last year). Thank you to Ally Kane and the PA
for hosting the event, including organising the food trucks and
games for the students. It was a great casual night out for all that
attended. I would like to thank Ally for her efforts over the past 10
years. Ally is a past PA President and has always assisted and led
many events over the years. We appreciate your hard work.
Last Move Up session
Students will meet their 2019 teacher on Monday at 11:30am. This will
be the last of four ‘Move Up’ (transition) sessions. All students will
bring home information about their class, teacher and classmates to
share with parents that evening.

Download our FREE Moonee Ponds Primary
School App now!
or
Register to receive the newsletter via :

Reports
Teachers have now completed reports and they are currently being
printed and collated. Families will receive student reports on
Monday 17th December in a sealed envelope. We encourage all
families to complete the feedback sheet included and return it to
the school office.

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
newsletters/

Limited hard copies of newsletter
available at the office and OSH Club
Check out the School app calendar for
all your important dates!
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PRINCIPAL REPORT (cont.)
Staffing
There will be some changes for 2019 with Caitlyn Barclay leaving the school to take up a position teaching
Drama at Buckley Park College. We also say good-bye to Kim Smith our librarian who is retiring. She has kept
our library up to date with new books and in good condition for the past 10 years.
Jess Buerckner will be taking maternity leave next year from March onwards but will be with us early term one
supporting Matt Burke’s class while he takes three weeks Paternity Leave.
We wish Jess and Matt and their families well for the arrivals of their babies in 2018.
We wish all our staff leaving at the respective end of the year well for the future.
We are excited to welcome our new staff Christine Mizis to MPPS and congratulate Maegan St Lawrence,
Emma Grant and Mae Risson who are continuing with us in 2019.
We still have a recruitment process to be finalised this week to secure one more teacher for 2019. This is due
to the late appointment of Caitlyn at Buckley Park College. This will be announced to the students Monday.
2019 Class lists have now been completed; students will find out who their teacher is and attend their “Moveup #4 Meet the Teacher” session on Monday 17th December. They will bring home an information sheet about
their class for next year to share with their families.
Foundation
Alice Hargreaves- Rm 1
Melanie Woods- Rm 2
Leigh Richardson (Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri) / Christine
Caminiti (Wed)- Rm 4

5/6
Libby Haigh- Rm 19
Vacant***- Rm 21
Chris Mizis (Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri)/ Nancy Berardone
(Wed)- Rm 22
*** Classroom Teacher position currently being advertised and will be finalised this week

1/ 2
Antony Brock- Rm 5
Maegan St Lawrence - Rm 12
Holly Coleman- Rm 13
Jenny Clark- Rm 14
Mae Risson- Rm 15
Matt Burke (and Jess Buerckner for weeks
2, 3 & 4 in Term 1)- Rm 17

Specialists
PE- Emma Grant
Arts- Christine Caminiti
Italian- Nancy Berardone
Reading Intervention- Andrea Gale

3 /4
Candice Ryan- Rm 6
Nicole Macrae- Rm 7
David Kiddle- Rm 8
Lee Pregnell- Rm 18
Nicole Macrae (Literacy) and Dave Kiddle (Numeracy) will continue next year to support and teachers with
coaching focussing on improving our teaching. Rebecca Dillon will be returning to MPPS to support their
classes during this coaching time. This will be confirmed at the start of next year. Chris Mizis as the school’s
new Learning Specialist will be coaching staff around our instructional teaching model and feedback to ensure our students are best supported in their learning.
First day of 2019
The first day back for all students in 2019 is Thursday 31 st January at 9am. The prep/foundation students will
begin on Friday 1st February but will start at 9.15am. All the teachers will be back at school on Tuesday 29 th
and Wednesday 30th January, which are both student free curriculum days.
Policies
At the November School Council meeting we ratified and approved some updated policies. These include:
Camps, Excursions/ Incursions, Yard Duty and Supervision and the First Aid policies. We encourage parents to
please check them out at: www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/ .
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PRINCIPAL REPORT (cont.)
Repeated Information:
eConnect (1:1 device program)
Student in Year 3 should have received the note regarding this program. Please see the office if you haven’t
received it.
The eConnect program is a non-compulsory 1:1 mobile device program for all students currently in years 4, 5
and 6. This program provides the opportunity for our students to enter a new world of curriculum possibilities,
enhancing students’ engagement and involvement in their learning by having their own mobile device to
take to class and home each day. As discussed, all Year 3 students will have received their note inviting them
to be a part of this program for 2019. These details can also be found at:
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/ (Password: mpps).
Booklists & Parent Payments
These notes (with student names on them) were sent home last week. If you have not received them you can
download them from the school website in the parent download section (http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/ourschool/community/ password: mpps) or contact the school office. We encourage families to complete the
booklist order before December 3rd 2018. Payments of fees and voluntary levies can be made through the
office at any time with a range of payment options. The updated Parent Payment policy can also be found
at: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/. If you are paying via BPAY please ensure
that you notify the school via email/phone so the funds can be allocated accordingly.

Matthew Bott
Principal

Absences
Absences
Just a reminder to please let the office know if your child is absent. If you are emailing please ensure you include the school email (moonee.ponds.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au) as staff do not check emails during the day
(due to teaching). I have included the following excerpt from the schools Attendance Policy on the school
website

Parents should notify Moonee Ponds Primary School of absences by:
Unplanned Absences- Contact the office- in person, phone or email (email school and
teacher) before 9am on the day of the absence.
Planned Absences- inform the classroom teacher (note/ diary or email) or phone as soon as
possible.

If a student is absent on a particular day and the school has not been previously notified by a parent, or the absence is otherwise unexplained, Moonee Ponds Primary
School will notify parents by SMS (or push notification message email). Moonee
Ponds Primary School will attempt to contact parents as soon as practicable on the
same day of the unexplained absence, allowing time for the parent to respond.
Source:www.mpp.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/MPPS-Attendance-Policy2018.pdf
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THE ARTS UPDATE
It’s been a busy term in the Arts at MPPS. We started off the term with our school concert,
Night in the Library. I just wanted to thank ALL staff, students and parents for their help and
support in all of this. It was truly wonderful and gratifying experience to be a part of this
community event. I hope you enjoyed watching the DVD/ USB of the concert, I sure did!
Foundation
This term, students in Foundation have been focused
on a mixed media artwork of Australian animals. The
students learnt skills in drawing, painting and collaging
which they then applied to their final artwork.

Year 1/ 2
Year 1/2 has continued working on their circle
loom weaving artworks. The students worked
tirelessly on these! The actual weaving itself
was quite challenging but students were able
to persist and create a truly beautiful final artwork.
Check out an assortment of final artworks on
display near the stairs on the way to the library.

Year 1/2 Students have also been working on an artwork inspired by Australian artist, Zinia
King. The artwork that we looked at was an image of 6 cartoons like flies. King’s style involves detailed patterns, lines and shapes and coloured in with bright watercolour paints.
The students worked on their own flies for some time and then created their own final artwork. They are so bright and colourful!
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YEAR 1/2 ARTWORK

Year 3/4
Students in years 3/4 have completed their unit on dance. They learnt about a range
movement skills such as loco motor and non-loco motor moves, different levels, directions
and repeated moves in their dance. They used their knowledge to create a dance that
showed the changing of the seasons. They explored a range of dance and movement activities and worked in groups to create a short movement sequence in response to the
changing of the four seasons.
Year 5/6
Students explored a unit on dance called A Dance for Fibonacci. A Fibonacci sequence
(a sequence of numbers where each number is the sum of the previous two) was used as a
basis for choreographing a dance sequence in small groups. Students learnt about precise, strong, bound movements, which are different from free flowing movements.
In the final two weeks of term 4, students in years 3-6 were taken back into the art room to
complete a mini unit on Gratitude. They began each lesson with 5 minutes of mindfulness
meditation. The students studied the simple yet effective watercolour illustrations of artist
Mari Andrew. In Andrew’s style, students created their own simple illustrations showcasing
what they were grateful for in their lives. Coming up to Christmas and the end of the year it
was a really wonderful way to have students feeling grounded and in touch with what is
most important in their lives.
For updates on the goings on in the visual and performing arts rooms please subscribe to
the Arts blog:
http://mppsarts.global2.vic.edu.au
Thank you for all of your support in the Arts at Moonee Ponds Primary School.
Have a great holiday break!
Christine
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GREEN TEAM NEWS
Warm and most sincere thanks to the Gulam
family who will leave us at the end of the
year, relocating to Gisborne. They have been
our weekend chicken carers since chickens
first came to MPPS and have weathered a
number of storms over the journey, including
the theft of one of the gals earlier in the
year.

Gee I will miss the
Gulam family!

We are extremely grateful to Leah and the
Gulam boys and men for their stellar efforts
attending to the needs of the chickens and
wish them well in their new school and
community.
Leigh Richardson

Yeah me too…..sad to lose
them, but I’m sure our new
family will be great!

LIBRARY BOOKS

As borrowing has ceased
for the year, please
ensure that all library
books are returned as
soon as possible.
There are a large number
of overdue books to be
accounted for.
Your help in this matter
would be appreciated.
Thanks,
Kim
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OSH CLUB
OSHClub has been feeling very festive this last week as we had a special arrival from an Elf called
Twinkle who brought with her a beautiful Christmas tree. The children have all been super excited
to arrive each day searching the rooms to find Twinkle and see what she has been up to. We have
had lots of exciting Christmas craft happening from making tree decorations to building giant
snowmen and paper chains!
We love it when the children get creative with their ideas. Ella, Pippa and Sara decided to make
some messy slime one morning which proved to be lots of fun, they worked together to create
their own recipe which turned out perfect.

A few important reminders
Vacation Care- Please ensure you book your children in for vacation care ASAP as spaces are limited and we need to ensure we have the correct amount of staff to cater for this.
Signing in and out- Please remember to sign your children in and out of care each day. This is extremely important as we need to ensure we have all children accounted for, if you have any difficulty with the Ipad please let us know and will will assist you with this.
Late bookings- We understand the occasional need to book your children into care at last minute
and we will always do our best to accommodate these children, however please be aware that
we have strict ratios that must be met at all times and it can be difficult to arrange a extra staff
member at such late notice. To avoid disappointment please try to book your space in advance if
possible.
Medication updates- If you have received a message from
myself regarding expired medicine please ensure you provide
this to us when your child is next in. We will unfortunately not be
able to accept your children into care if this is not provided
before hand. We also have a few children requiring action plan
renewals. If your child has an action plan and you are unsure if it
needs updating please speak with a staff member and will let
you know.
We look forward to an exciting last week before Christmas with a
few extra little things planned.
Aisling and the OSHCLUB Team.
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TERM 4, 2018 CALENDAR
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

December 10

December 11

December 12

December 13
PA Meeting
Prep Movie Night

December 14
End of Term Lunch
(P.A)

December 17
Reports sent home
Year 6 Graduation

December 18

December 19
Whole School
Poolside Picnic
School Council

December 20

December 21
End of Term
1.20pm Finish

TERM 1, 2019 CALENDAR
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

January 28
Australia Day
Holiday

January 29
Curriculum Day
Student Free

January 30
Curriculum Day
Student Free

January 31
Students First Day
(Year 1-6)

February 1
Foundation Students
First day

February 4

February 5
Prep Information
Night

February 6

February 7

February 8

Newsletter
The newsletter will be published each week during February and then published fortnightly thereafter.
The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to read it! It
will be sent home in hard copy today for all families but will be published on line as of next week; this
will help minimise our paper usage and protect the environment. Families will be able to access it on
the school website, school smart phone application or by signing up to have it emailed to your inbox
when published. Sign up for the newsletter today! http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
Limited copies will be available at the office or Out of School Hours Care.
How to access the school newsletter:
1.

Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/ourschool/newsletters/

2.

Download the Moonee Ponds Primary School application
from your relevant smart phone app store (search for:
Moonee Ponds Primary School)

3.

Sign up for it to be sent to your email address on the
school website:
http:// www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
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