NEWSLETTER

December 19th, 2018

PRINCIPAL REPORT

87 Wilson Street
Moonee Ponds 3039

Firstly I would like to wish everyone a safe and Merry Christmas.
2018 has again been a busy, hectic but fantastic year for all
our students, parents and teachers and we look forward to
working with you again in the New Year. There will be an
assembly on Friday 21st December in the SPC at 1pm and
students will be dismissed at 1.20pm.

moone.ponds.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.mpp.vic.edu.au

Out of Hours School Care:
OSH Club : 0448 043 164:
MPPS Program

Year Six Graduation

1300 397 735
Customer Service & Billing
Email: mooneeponds@oshclub.com.au
www.oshclub.com.au

On Monday night the school held a graduation for our
outgoing Year Six students. It was a fantastic night hosted
superbly by our school captains – Alexia and Zedakai. They
have continued to do an amazing job with their public
speaking roles this year. Details of all the award winners are
included later in this newsletter. Thank you to the Year 6
teachers: Libby, Caitlyn and Antony for their organisation.
Thank-you also to the Year 5 parents who assisted with the
supper and setting/packing up of the Sports and Performance
Centre. On behalf of all the MPPS community we wish our year
six students the very best as they move on to secondary
school next year. We hope their future is a bright one!

2018 Term Dates:
Term 4: 8th October– 21st December

2019 Term Dates:
Term 1: 31st January-5th April
Term 2: 23rd April-28th June
Term 3: 15th July-20thSeptember
Term 4: 7th October-20th December

Staffing - update
Andrea Gale will be taking on a Leading Teacher role at
Fountain Gate Secondary College in 2019 and will be leaving
MPPS. Amazingly Andrea has been on the staff here for 34
years. We will miss her wealth of knowledge in the Literacy
area and wish her well in her new leadership role. Our final
teaching position vacancy was filled last Friday and the
students met Stefania Lipoma (teaching Yr. 5/6) on Monday.
We also welcome Olga Tilkeridis who will be replacing Kim
Smith in the Library Technician role.

Dates to Note:
Parent’s Association Meetings
7.30pm in SPC
Download our FREE Moonee Ponds Primary
School App now!
or
Register to receive the newsletter via :

First day of 2019
The first day back for all students in 2019 is Thursday 31st
January at 9am. The prep/foundation students will begin on
Friday 1st February but will start at 9.15am. All the teachers will
be back at school on Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th
January, which are both student free curriculum days.

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
newsletters/

Limited hard copies of newsletter
available at the office and OSH Club
Check out the School app calendar for
all your important dates!
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PRINCIPAL REPORT (cont.)
School Review Report
The school review report is on the school website for families to read. (http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/
wp-content/uploads/2018/12/MPPS-Review-Report-public-2018.pdf )
This report includes a brief outline of the process and findings. As per DET requirements a more
comprehensive version has been shared with staff and school council to ensure the next four year
plan authentically reflects the needs of our students and aligns with the vision of our school.
100 Year Celebration
Save the date for Sunday 3rd of March to help us celebrate the school turning 100 years. Flyers are
around the school and will be shared shortly with the school community. The day will be an
opportunity for all past families and staff to come and see the school. The classrooms will be open
and will showcase the last 10 decades with photos and information. There will also be food, free
rides and entertainment. Please spread the word.
Final Staffing Arrangements
Below are the class teachers and classrooms for 2019. Students have now met their 2019 classmates and teacher. All students completed an information sheet about their new class and
brought this home on Monday 17th December after their final move-up session. It has been great
students excited about the year ahead!
Foundation
Alice Hargreaves- Rm 1
Melanie Woods- Rm 2
Leigh Richardson (Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri) / Christine
Caminiti (Wed)- Rm 4

5/6
Libby Haigh- Rm 19
Chris Mizis Rm 22
(Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri)/ Nancy Berardone (Wed)Rm 22
Stef Lipoma—Rm 21

1/ 2
Antony Brock- Rm 5
Maegan St Lawrence - Rm 12
Holly Coleman- Rm 13
Jenny Clark- Rm 14
Mae Risson- Rm 15
Matt Burke (and Jess Buerckner for weeks
2, 3 & 4 in Term 1)- Rm 17

Specialists
PE- Emma Grant
Arts- Christine Caminiti
Italian- Nancy Berardone
-

3 /4
Candice Ryan- Rm 6
Nicole Macrae- Rm 7
David Kiddle- Rm 8
Lee Pregnell- Rm 18

Nicole Macrae (Literacy) and Dave Kiddle (Numeracy) will continue next year to support and
teachers with coaching focussing on improving our teaching. There will be a teacher working in
their rooms to support the class during this coaching time. This will be confirmed at the start of next
year. Chris Mizis as the school’s new Learning Specialist will be coaching staff around our
instructional teaching model and feedback to ensure our students are best supported in their
learning.
Matt Bott
Principal

Have a safe and happy holiday
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YEAR 6 GRADUATION
On behalf of the year 6 students and teachers we would like to thank all year 5 parent helpers for
their work on this year's graduation. Thank you to our wonderful team of volunteers, Karyn Di Florio,
Kate Fraser, Karin Power, Marianne Rothschild, Alex Kargopoltsev and Kerrie O’Brien. An enormous
amount of work was also done by Melissa Darlington and Tracey Talko, who spent much time
taking outstanding photos which Melissa then collated to make the amazing Photo Book that each
student received as a graduation gift.
A big thank you also goes to Caitlyn Barclay for her creative work on the student’s dance
performance, a treat which brought a smile to all present.
Another key person to thank is Deb Curran who came on the night to photograph students in the
ceremony, and with family and friends afterwards. To make your order – visit the site below
1. http://debcurran.fotomerchant.com
2. In the Gallery Menu select MPPS Graduation
3. Access code – HighHopes (case sensitive)
We would also like to recognise the efforts of Hamish Cutler and Mariana Galanopoulos, our 2019
school captains for their effort on the night. Finally we are all proud of the stellar performance of this
year's school captains, Zedekai Di Florio-Pulis and Alexia Kyriacou, who as the Masters of
Ceremonies keep the night rolling. As we have come to expect from them, they were prepared,
focused, relaxed and completely in command of the situation.
Through our 5/6 SEPEP sport program we have been educating our students on the role behind the
scenes support people play in sporting events. Our year 6s understand the role played by those
who helped make their big night such a success. They wish to pass on their appreciation for all who
contributed to their primary school journey.
The following awards were handed out on the night:
Specialist Awards (chosen by the specialist and foundation teachers):
PE – Bridget Mihulka
Visual Arts – Flynn Alphey
Performing Arts – Sharnequa Atherton
Italian – Aaliyah Malik
Buddies – Eloise Johnstone
Valedictorian – Finian Vitale
Achievement Awards):
Excellence (5/6A) – Sofia Martinez-Scidone
Excellence (5/6B) – Ambrose Carroll
Excellence (5/6C) – Estella Richardson
Academic Achievement (5/6A) – Zedekai Di Florio-Pulis
Academic Achievement (5/6B) – Ethan Haigh
Academic Achievement (5/6C) – Hamish Talko
Dux – Bridget Mihulka
The final award was the Principal’s Award which is given to a student who, through their ongoing
contributions to the broader school community, continually personifies our school values. This year’s
recipient is Aaliyah Malik.
Congratulations to all our graduating year six students.
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YEAR 6 GRADUATION (cont.)
Finally for some families the year 6 graduation marks the end of their family’s time at MPPS. We wish
the following families well for the future:
Alphey Family
Brading Family
Gikas Family
Mitchell Family
Nott Family
Atherton Family
Carroll Family
Chuah Family
Cunliffe Family
Haigh Family
Kroger Family
Mitrakas Family
Kyriacou Family
Richardson Family
Siaflis Family
Vitale Family

Families in other year levels who are also leaving, we wish them all the best :
Hogan Family
Ghobrial Family
Barnard Family
Gulam Family
Ay Family
Griggs Family
Mohamed Family
Eltze Family
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VALEDICTORIAN SPEECH—GRADUATION NIGHT, DEC. 17TH
Good evening teachers, parents and students
First off, whoa look at how far we’ve come. From little preppies that treated the year 7, 8s like gods,
to the big yr. 6s who give examples of the near perfect role model of a hardworking, and determined student.

We’ve spent 7 years at this school. 7 long years of experience, friendship, and fun. It’s had its ups
and downs and yes, we’ve made mistakes. That’s where this day comes in. It’s a day to celebrate
our mistakes & happy memories.

You might be wondering why celebrate mistakes? Mistakes make us who we are… They make us
unique from the person that sits next to you.
Mistakes help us learn and school is all about learning, right?
So without mistakes, we would be missing out on a big part of our education that is special to us.
Because we all learn in different ways.

Still we are united by how we can relate to each-other. Whether it be waking up, punching the
pillow ten times and cursing the day for not being Saturday.
Or, racing to school with your friends to see who arrives first.
To more special days like feeling the fear and excitement of our first camp trip - I’m talking to
parents and students there.

Of course we are all moving on.
I think of school like a piece of paper, & that every time you do something that you may be remembered for, it becomes one scribble.
Now by the time you’ve finished primary school there is no room left on your piece of paper.
Then, you move to secondary school and you’re handed a new piece of paper- a fresh start.
I’m moving to America next year, I will know nobody but I keep my head high.
Because of my experience here, I know that I can start again there - new friends, new school, new
life.

So there, 7 years of mistakes, adventure & unfortunately learning. On behalf of the students, I’d like
to thank all the teachers who have set that horrid homework or maybe helped through a rough
time. And finally, to my fellow students, congratulations & GOOD LUCK on that new piece of paper.
Thank you.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL END OF YEAR NOTE—December 2018

As the school year comes to an end, the School Council would like to take the opportunity
to thank the broader school community for their support to the school during the year.
The school is supported by many parents/carers through voluntary activities across a range
of areas. Support is broad and diverse – from assisting with reading, attending working
bees, running the walking bus programme, collecting lunches, marshalling at sporting
events, washing sports clothes, assisting with excursion and camps, preparing outfits for
concerts, sourcing equipment to donate to the school, applying for grants and many other
initiatives. Parents/carers are also involved in more formal supporting positions such as in
the Parents’ Association (fundraising and social activities) and the School Council (school
governance in conjunction with departmental staff).
The broad range of volunteers often go unheralded and do so for the benefit of the broader school community.
We would also like to thank the teaching and support staff for all their hard work and dedication to our children throughout the year. They do a fantastic job!
Finally, to the grade 6 students now graduating, we wish them all the best for the future
and their entry to secondary school.

Best wishes for the Christmas period and the new year to all our families, staff and students.
MPPS School Council

FROM THE SCHOOL COUNCILLORS
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The final week of OSHClub for 2018 has arrived and everyone has been super excited talking about
all their holiday and Christmas plans. We have continued with lots of Christmas craft this week making cards for our friends, family and teachers.
The train set was a huge hit this week with each day bringing bigger and more complex tracks being built. The children have been using their fantastic communication skills to work together as a
team and create these exciting mini worlds.
Some of the children have been helping out with the chickens here at OSHClub, feeding them, ensuring they have enough water and just enjoying their company. We will be spending a lot more
time out in the garden over the vacation program as we work to fix up and get our vegetable beds
thriving again.
Vacation CarePlease ensure you have booked your chosen days as spaces are limited.
OSHClub do not provide meals during vacation care so please ensure your children bring enough
food for the duration of the day.(Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea) Please also remember we
are a NUT FREE service and have children with anaphylaxis attend so to ensure the safety of all children please do not bring any food containing nuts.
If your children are attending excursion days please ensure you check the vacation care flyer for
arrival times as we will need to ensure we leave promptly on time.
Pupil free days
A few of you have spoken to me regarding the pupil free days before the start of term one. (29th
and 30th January). I have received the following message regarding these days.

We have been informed of some upcoming Pupil Free Days at Moonee Ponds OSHClub on
Tuesday 29th & Wednesday 30th of January 2019, which will run if we receive a minimum of 15
bookings for each day.
Please book prior to 5pm 22nd January 2019 to register your interest. We will advise on this day
if we have enough bookings to proceed.
We would like to wish you all a wonderful Christmas and New Year and hope you all have a
lovely time however you may be celebrating.
We look forward to welcoming you back in 2019.

Osh Club Team
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TERM 4, 2018 CALENDAR
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

December 17
Reports sent home
Year 6 Graduation

December 18

December 19
Whole School
Poolside Picnic
School Council

December 20

December 21
End of Term
1.20pm Finish

TERM 1, 2019 CALENDAR
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

January 28
Australia Day
Holiday

January 29
Curriculum Day
Student Free

January 30
Curriculum Day
Student Free

January 31
Students First Day
(Year 1-6)

February 1
Foundation Students
First day

February 4

February 5
Prep Information
Night

February 6
NO PREPS

February 7

February 8

February 11

February 12
Yr. 1-6 Information
Night

February 13
NO PREPS

February 14

February 15

Newsletter
The newsletter will be published each week during February and then published fortnightly thereafter.
The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to read it! It
will be sent home in hard copy today for all families but will be published on line as of next week; this
will help minimise our paper usage and protect the environment. Families will be able to access it on
the school website, school smart phone application or by signing up to have it emailed to your inbox
when published. Sign up for the newsletter today! http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
Limited copies will be available at the office or Out of School Hours Care.
How to access the school newsletter:
1.

Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/ourschool/newsletters/

2.

Download the Moonee Ponds Primary School application
from your relevant smart phone app store (search for:
Moonee Ponds Primary School)

3.

Sign up for it to be sent to your email address on the
school website:
http:// www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
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