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2019 Term Dates: 
Term 1: 31st January - 5th April 
Term 2: 23rd April - 28th June 
Term 3: 15th  July - 20th September  
Term 4: 7th October - 20th December  
 

Dates to Note: 
Yr 5/ 6 Camp – 18th—22nd March 
School Cross Country – 28th March 
Curriculum (Student Free) Day – 26th April 
School Athletics— 8th May 
F-4 Intensive Swimming Program — 29th 

July– 9th Aug 
Yr 3/ 4 Camp – 11-13th Sept 
 
Parent’s Association Meetings 
7.30pm in SPC 
Thursday 14th March AGM @ 7pm        
followed by the meeting  @ 7.30pm 
Thursday 9th May, 13th June,  8th August, 
12th September, 10th October,  
14th November  
 

Download our FREE Moonee Ponds Primary 
School App now! 

or 
Register to receive the newsletter via : 
 
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
newsletters/ 

Limited hard copies of newsletter  
available at the office and OSH Club 
 

Check out the School app calendar for 
all your important dates! 

 

 

 

A massive thank you to everyone that attended our 100 Year       

Celebration last Sunday. The day was a great success with many 

visitors from near and far meeting up with old friends and checking 

out our school. It’s hard to believe that our school has been here for 

100 years of education. The students and teachers did an amazing 

job showcasing the different decades with artefacts, photos and 

history research. All the classrooms were filled with interested past 

students and teachers with many stories to share about their time at 

our Moonee Ponds School. I would like to thank our committee who 

have worked tirelessly over the past six months preparing and       

finalising last Sunday’s event. Adrian Threlfall compiled the 100 Years 

Milestones and Memories publication and organised our archive 

boxes, Emma Rundle handled all the communication and            

marketing, while Melissa Darlington coordinated all the food, drink 

and stage operations. Kaye Sullivan and Rebecca McMahon      

handled all the bookings, merchandise sales and many of the      

important little things. Without their assistance the day would never 

have eventuated. Thank you!  

 

While class, individual and sibling photos were taken yesterday, our 

Whole School photo will be taken on Thursday 14th March. In honour 

of our centenary the students and teachers will be arranged in the          

numerals 100. If needed due to absences, we will also take further 

sibling photos on this day. 

We would like to congratulate Jess Zach (nee Buerckner) who will be 

heading off on Maternity Leave from Thursday 7th March. We wish 

Jess and her husband Geoff well for the impending arrival of their first 

child. 

 

School Council Elections  

Nominations were called for two vacancies in the parent category 

and one vacancy in the DET (staff) category. 

 

There was one nomination for the DET (staff) representatives for one 

vacancy. As a result Christine Caminiti has been elected unopposed 

to our school council. 

 

In the parent category there are four nominations for two vacancies 

and therefore a ballot is required. The ballot opens tomorrow at 

8.30am (Thursday 7th March). 

 

Included over the page you will find profiles of the four candidates 

(in alphabetical order). 

 

1. Paul Italia (Parent) 

2. Nicole Stewart (Parent)  

3. Michael Holtz (Parent) 

4. Angela Grozos (Parent) 
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Ballot papers are available from the front office as well as a register of eligible voters. To lodge a vote you 

need to a parent/guardian of a child enrolled at the school. All parents/guardians are eligible to vote.   

Voting is not preferential and only requires that you tick the boxes of two candidates of the four listed. You 

can do this at the school and immediately lodge your ballot or place an envelope with the voter’s name and 

address on the back and deliver or arrange to deliver it to the front office or post it to the Principal before   

closure of the ballot.  No campaign literature supporting candidates may be distributed or posted in the 

school. No school resources whether human or material may be used to support particular candidates. 

The ballot closes at 4pm on Wednesday March 13th, 2019  

  Drop Off Zone 

With many new parents at the school I encourage you to please ensure you read the information regarding 

its rules. Included in this newsletter is the flyer from the council regarding this. The drop off zone is installed, 

monitored and policed by the Moonee Valley City Council (MVCC), not the school. They are regularly        

patrolling to ensure everyone is safe around the school and the rules are followed. Please note Bec and I are 

regularly out there too, this is to monitor the students and remind drivers of the rules if needed.  

Some major points that I encourage parents to adhere to, include: 

 Drivers MUST remain in the vehicle at all times (this means NOT getting out of the car- say your good 

byes to your children before you get to school) 

 Students should always use the door on the foot path side (Students should also have their bag close by 

ready to hop out unassisted) 

 Do NOT undertake a U-turn in Bent St (please complete a lap around the school) 

 

In the afternoons, please: 

 Do NOT wait in the zone if your child is not there! If your child is not waiting for you complete another 

lap of the school until they arrive waiting for you at the zone. Parents are encouraged to wait to leave 

your home a bit later (after 3.20pm) and inform your child/ren to come straight to the waiting area; this 

will help ensure your child is at the zone waiting to be picked up. 

 You cannot park in the Drop-Off Zone between 3-4pm (and 8-9.30am); during this time it is a                 

no-standing area and you will be fined. You must not wait in the zone for more than one minute. 

 Ensure you speak with your child to make sure they are waiting on the footpath ready to be picked up. 

 

Live For Lily Fundraiser  

The Student Representative Council (SRC) this term is getting behind a local fundraiser that has touched the 

hearts of past and present MPPS students and friends and families of the school.  

The Live for Lily Foundation was set up in memory of Lily Hester who lost her battle with cancer in 2014, aged 

9. Live for Lily raises awareness and funds that will go directly towards research that is dedicated to finding a 

cure for childhood cancers. It is a not-for-profit foundation that is committed to ensuring that we will see an 

end to childhood cancer.  

Lily was best friends with a past MPPS student, I have also known the Hester family for 20 years. Unfortunately 

Lily’s mother Sianne passed away from cancer also in 2006 not long after the foundation was formed. Lily’s 

father Aaron is a teacher at the neighbouring Maribyrnong College School and many schools like ours in the 

area have got behind Lily’s old school St Teresa’s (in Essendon) to support the foundation in raising funds for 

the Childrens’ Cancer Institute.  

 

This year the SRC will be holding a ‘Pink Dress Up’ day (gold coin) on Friday March 29 th to help raise funds for 

the annual Lily for Lily Ride. I have complete three of the four rides in the past and this year 30 cyclists will take 

on a    massive challenge to ride over 1000kms through the hills of Tasmania. With a fundraising target of 

$300k, the ride will raise much needed funds for the Childrens’ Cancer Institute, to support the fight to end 

childhood cancer. 

  

We are also launching a MPPS only raffle this year with all the prizes being donated by our school suppliers. 

This includes a Netbook computer & printer (from Learning with Technologies), two $250 uniform vouchers 

(from Noone Image Wear) and family football tickets to the MCG in the members (supplied by myself). Raffle 

tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the school office. The winning tickets will be drawn on our Pink Day 

on March 29th.  

 

Families can also donate to the campaign at: https://liveforlily.org.au/product/donate-in-support-of-matt-

bott-for-ride-for-lily-2019/   
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Paul Italia 

This is my fifth year as a proud member of the MPPS     

community and we now have all 3 children (Chloe year 4, 

Joel year 2 & Matthew Foundation) at school. I have     

always put myself forward to assist as school events and 

would welcome the opportunity to positively contribute 

and give back to the school even further.  
 

For the past 18 months, I have been a member of the 

Moonee Valley Council Sports & Leisure portfolio which, 

aims to improve access and opportunities for all. As a 

family we care for our 3rd guide dog puppy in training, 

giving someone with vision impairment the opportunity to 

live an independent life.  

 

I have worked for Disney for the past 9 years in a variety of 

sales & commercial roles and believe my project        

management, financial and business management would 
be beneficial to the school council.  

 

I look forward to representing the school community with pride  

 

 

Nicole Stewart 

 

My name is Nicole Stewart and I'm the mum of Ella Stewart 

in year 3 (3/4 B) and Mahlia Stewart in Prep (A).  With both 

of my children now at school, I figure now is the opportunity 

to become more involved in the school community.  Parent 

membership on the school council appeals to me in order 
to gain a greater understanding as to the operations of the 

school and to be a parent voice in reflecting your wishes 

and visions for the school and your children.   

  

I work part time as an Occupational Therapist in the      

Emergency Department at St Vincent's Hospital and have 

also been involved in project roles within the hospital.  Day 

to day I deal with a wide variety of challenging situations, 

requiring flexibility, clear verbal and written communication 

skills and collaboration with others.  I’d enjoy the                   

opportunity to join the school council to work in partnership 

with the other members and shape our school’s future.  

  

Sometimes I’m at school with the boisterous golden retriever 

(Toby), so feel free to come and say hello! 

 

Nicole  

PRINCIPAL REPORT 
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Mike Holtz 

Josh (year 6 – Chris/Nancy’s class), Logan (year 1 – Matt), and Lilly (Graduating Class of 2017) 

   

I’m a Texan who made Australia my home in 

1996. I’ve lived in Moonee Ponds for the past 14 

years and have been an active member of the 

community since arriving. 
  

I am completing my fourth 2-year term on School 

Council where I have been active in the OSHC, 

Education, Facilities, and Finance committees 

and am the current Treasurer.  I have also been 

representing the school at the Moonee Valley 

Racecourse Community Reference Group. 

  

Outside of School Council, I work with SP McLean 

providing architectural metalwork solutions to 

the construction industry, where I apply business 

leadership, financial, people management, and 
marketing skills daily. I am active in the communi-

ty through serving as Treasurer for Save Moonee 

Ponds and  coaching the Essendon Water Polo 

Club’s U14 Boys team. 

  

I am passionate about contributing to making 

MPPS the best primary school it can be and ask 

you to support me by voting for me in the upcoming election. 

 

Angela Grozos  

My name is Angela Grozos and I would like to nominate      
myself for School Council.  I am mother to James Grozos-

Wishart and with my partner Jenny Wishart, we also have a 4 

year daughter Evie who will be attending Moonee Ponds     

Primary in 2020. 

 

I believe I can bring a creative approach to support the    

vision and strategy for our school.  I have extensive corporate       

experience  leading diverse and complex businesses and 

can leverage this experience to build on the fantastic         

achievements and strong strategy that has already been     

established by the current and past School Councils. 

 
I have a clear and consistent approach to problem solving 

as well as a strong focus on improving student learning out-

comes, which I feel would add value on the School Council.  

 

Our family will be part of the school community until James and Evie complete year 6, which for 

Evie will be in 2026, so for me it is  important to be actively involved in the school community and I 

can think of no better way to do that than to be part of the School Council. 

 

Personally, I am actively involved in the Brunswick Auskick Community with my partner Jenny and 

have achieved many successful outcomes for our Centre including a strong membership group of 

175 children. 

PRINCIPAL REPORT 
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MOONEE VALLEY SCHOOLS NETWORK 

 

        All Grade 4, 5 & 6 children and their parents/carers are invited to attend the 2019 Year 7 Sec-
ondary School EXPO to learn more about our local Secondary Schools. 

Buckley Park College 

Mount Alexander College  

Essendon Keilor College (East Keilor and Niddrie Campuses) 

Rosehill Secondary College  

Strathmore Secondary College 

These schools will have displays and information handouts for interested families, plus personnel to 
talk to you and answer any questions you may have. The format is informal, so you are free to visit 
whichever display you wish to, any time between 4.00pm and 7.00pm.We look forward to your at-
tendance. 

For further enquiries ring 8331 0100.    

 

2019 Year 7 Secondary School EXPO 

Wednesday, 20th March  2019: 4pm –7pm 

 

 

Secondary School Expo 

I encourage any families across the school that haven’t decided on a secondary school for your child to at-

tend the expo on March 20th. All the local secondary schools will be there to answer questions and provide 

information about their respective schools. 

 

Matt Bott 

Principal 
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100 YEAR MERCHANDISE NOW AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE CUP—$15 

      TOTE BAG—$5 

KEY RING—$5 

# Moonee Ponds Central School merchandise with the MPCS logo 

is available to order at the office. 
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The Walking School bus will be operating again this year.  There will 

be a route travelling from West Brunswick down Wilson Street to the 

school— as yet the day has not been finalised.  The aim is to begin 

in March. 

Training is available for any new coordinators looking to start a new 

route that suits them. Please contact me if there is any expression of 

interest I will link you up to the  Co-ordinator at  Moonee Valley 

council  

Margarita Williams   (Parent of Reuben Williams 1/2A- 0428 532 010) 

  

WALKING SCHOOL BUS 

MPPS SWIMMING CAPS 

$8 each Available  

at the Office 
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The internet is a fantastic tool that enables us to connect with knowledge from around 

the world and back through history. It also enables us to share, respond and build on  

ideas from people everywhere. The flip side of this is that there are new viral concerns/

social media fads and urban legends appearing online all the time. Often it is not the 

challenges that are the biggest concerns but the hype and discussion that comes from 

this, through platforms such as Facebook and parenting discussion groups and websites. 

This article explores how you can support your child to navigate their way when they   

discover things online that are inappropriate or make them feel uncomfortable or upset. 

How comfortable are you in talking to your child about  

viewing inappropriate content?  

When online, children may encounter inappropriate content accidentally or                 

deliberately. It's normal to be curious, especially during adolescence, but they may     

encounter concepts they’re not ready for. Parental controls on devices can help block 

access to specific websites and filter sexual or adult content. But it’s also important to 

talk about which sites and apps are okay for them to explore and which aren’t. Teens 

need to understand why they shouldn’t visit certain sites. Age-appropriate conversations 

about sexualised content can help your child better handle these risks and reinforce the 

importance of respectful relationships. 

Remember, kids may not deliberately seek out inappropriate 

content... 

Sometimes it’s only a couple of clicks away. There are many ways your child can come 

across explicit content online. It can happen through clicking on links in phishing or spam 

emails, missed keystrokes (or misspelled words), dodgy links and pop-ups (even on harm-

less websites), or even through friends or siblings who share inappropriate content. 

Encourage your child to think of ways to avoid this content—ask them for ideas about 

how to keep safe. Suggestions could include; avoid using keywords that could lead to 

similar content, install parental controls on devices, use Google Safe Search and keep 

devices in the family room (and never in their bedroom). Remind your child not to open 

spam email or click on pop-ups. 

Your child tells you that they’ve seen something horrible 

online. What actions do you take?  

Some content can be distressing for children, even if they think they are ready to see it. 

Removing online access at home is unlikely to help. Try not to remove your child’s device 

or online access, as they will see it as punishment. Encourage your child to talk to you or 

another trusted adult if they see anything upsetting. It’s important to be supportive and 

to acknowledge how upsetting it can be to see this type of content. Does your child feel 

good, bad, safe, scared, uncomfortable, curious, repulsed or  something else? Any or all 

of these feelings are normal reactions.  
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When children are upset about something they have viewed, it is important to: 

1. Acknowledge how they are feeling… “I can see/hear you are really worried about 

this” 

2. Remind them that they are safe. Give them positive reinforcement for sharing their 

concerns… “I’m glad that you showed me this”.   

3. Coach them through the issue. Dissect the messages they’re getting and not be too 

alarmist. Question the truth of the message and the reliability of the content. If it’s not 

real, tell them it’s not real. Don’t spend too long talking about it…this discussion should 

only take a few minutes.   

4. Generate some helpful thoughts, and helpful strategies can they use so they don’t get 

stuck in the feeling. Then use one of the strategies to help feel better… play a different 

game, go for a walk, draw, listen to music, read a book or even do some chores 

around the house.  

How do I protect my children online? 

 Know what your kids are watching and how they are watching it. Be present 

While it’s not always possible to be with your child 24/7, it’s important that you are 

close to them when they are watching videos or playing with devices so you can 

monitor what is going on. Also, talk with your child about how they use devices 

and watch for any signs of behavioural changes. 

 Talk regularly with your child. Communication is essential particularly when it 

comes to digital content. Remind children that if ever anything happens online or 

in text messages or social media, that makes them feel uncomfortable or upset 

to always talk to a trusted adult. If anyone tells them not to tell someone – this is 

when they definitely should talk to someone who can help them. And if that per-

son doesn’t help them, they should tell someone else.  

 Talk to your child about peer pressure 

Trends and challenges can be tempting for kids to take part in regardless of how 

scary they seem and especially if ‘everyone else is doing it.’ Talk to your child 

about how they don’t need to bow to peer pressure or do anything they are not 

comfortable with, either online or offline. If they are unsure, encourage them to 

talk to you or another trusted adult. 

 Get support if necessary 

Speak with educators at your child’s school if you have concerns regarding their 

online activity. If your child sees something distressing it is important they know 

who to turn to for support and guidance. They can also contact the Kids Helpline 

on 1800 55 1800.  

 

 

The above article is adapted from: 

 The eSafety resource for parents and families iParent at https://esafety.gov.au/education-

resources/iparent 

 Practical Parenting Article: https://www.practicalparenting.com.au/momo-challenge-online-

safety-guide-for-children-and-parents?category=pre-teens  

 CNN Article: Parents, please stop freaking out over the momo challenge: https://

edition.cnn.com/2019/02/28/health/momo-challenge-youtube-trnd/index.html 

 

Articles about eSafety and managing digital devices at home are available in the parent download section 

of the school website http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/  

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
https://www.practicalparenting.com.au/momo-challenge-online-safety-guide-for-children-and-parents?category=pre-teens
https://www.practicalparenting.com.au/momo-challenge-online-safety-guide-for-children-and-parents?category=pre-teens
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/02/28/health/momo-challenge-youtube-trnd/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/02/28/health/momo-challenge-youtube-trnd/index.html
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/
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Newsletter 

The newsletter will be published each week during February and then published fortnightly thereafter. 

The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to read it! It 

will be sent home in hard copy today for all families but will be published on line as of next week; this 

will help minimise our paper usage and protect the environment. Families will be able to access it on 

the school website, school smart phone application or by signing up to have it emailed to your inbox 

when published. Sign up for the newsletter today! http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/ 

Limited copies will be available at the office or Out of School Hours Care. 

How to access the school newsletter: 

 
1. Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-

school/newsletters/ 

2. Download the Moonee Ponds Primary School application 

from your relevant smart phone app store (search for: 

Moonee Ponds Primary School)              
 
3. Sign up for it to be sent to your email address on the 

school website:  

             http:// www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/ 

TERM 1, 2019  CALENDAR 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

March 4 March 5 

School Photos 

March 6 

NO PREPS 

March 7 

Assembly 3pm 

March 8 

1/2D,E&F Traffic 

School  Excursion 

March 11 

Labour Day 

Holiday 

March 12 

  

March 13 

NO PREPS 

NEWSLETTER 

District Swimming 

March 14\ 

Whole  School 

Photo 

PA—AGM—7 pm – 

Followed by 7.30 

Meeting 

March 15 

Yr. 5/6 Gala Sports 

(Day 2) 

1/2A,B&C Traffic 

School  Excursion 

March 18 

5/6 Camp 

March 19 

5/6 Camp 

March 20 

5/6 Camp 

March 21 

5/6 Camp 

Assembly 3pm 

March 22 

5/6 Camp 

March 25 

 

March 26 

 

March 27 

NEWSLETTER 

School Council AGM 

March 28 

School Cross 

Country 9-11am 

March 29 

SRC Fundraiser  

(Live for Lily)  

April 1 April 2 April 3 April 4 April 5 

Assembly 3pm 

 

End of Term 1 

2.20pm Finish 
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