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2019 Term Dates: 
Term 4: 7th October - 20th Dec. 
 
2020 Term Dates: 
Term 1—Yr. 1-6 Students—30th Jan 
       Foundation Students—31st Jan 
 

Dates to Note: 
Yr 2 Sleepover—28th Nov 
Art Show & End of Year  
Celebration – 12th Dec 
 
Parent’s Association Meetings 
7.30pm in Sports and Performance 
Centre (SPC) 
21st November  
 

Download our FREE Moonee Ponds  
Primary School App now! 

or 
Register to receive the newsletter via : 
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
newsletters/ 
 

Limited hard copies of newsletter  
available at the office and OSH 
Club 
 

Check out the School app calen-
dar for all your important dates! 

 

      

With only four and a half weeks to Christmas, term four is speeding 

along. Due to the large number of events occurring during this time 

the newsletter will be available weekly from November 20th until the 

end of the year. 

 

Congratulations to all the students that performed at the MVIMP    

concert last week. The students did an amazing job and we are      

extremely proud of them. Thank you also to all the families for their  

ongoing support of the students and the MVIMP program.  This cost 

neutral program is one of the school’s most popular and longest      

running (over 30 years) extra-curricular activity.   

 

This year student reports will only be sent home via Compass. If you 

haven’t logged on using your individual log in details and need your  

details again, or you need assistance, please contact the school    

office.  

 

Up Coming Events 

 Year 5/ 6 Public Transport Challenge on Friday 22nd November.  

 Foundation Collingwood Children’s Farm excursion                           

Thursday 28th November. 

 Year 1/2 BBQ and Year 2 Sleepover on Thursday 28th November.  

 Foundation Movie Night on Thursday 5th December. 

 

Classes for 2020 

Our 2020 Prep/Foundation students have now completed their final 

transition session. They are all eager to begin school, some even at-

tending transition in their new school uniforms. Next year we will have 

an expected enrolment of 358 students across the school.  

In 2020 we will have the following class structure: 

Foundation (two classes) 

Year One/Two (five classes) 

Year Three/Four (five classes) 

Year Five/Six (three classes) 

 

Information regarding Home Group structures has also been included 
in this edition for parents. 
 

We will be continuing with the same specialist classes: Arts (Performing 

and Visual), Physical Education and Italian. 

 

Home Group Structure at MPPS 

Towards the end of every school year, we organise learning environ-

ments and class structures for the following school year.  The configu-

ration of these depend on a number of factors including anticipated 

student enrolments, number of classes available, number of students 

in each class, resources, staff and curriculum. The allocation of stu-

dents to home groups is based on a balance of gender and students’ 

social, emotional and academic needs. Home groups also reflect 

teacher recommendations and parent feedback where possible. At 

Moonee Ponds Primary, we have had multi-age classes as well as sin-

gle-age classes across the school.  
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As our Mission states; we want all learning potential maximised and all students empowered to become     

active, inspired and courageous citizens. To this end, staff develop a knowledge and 

understanding of each student’s development; where they are now in their learning, 

where they need to go next and how best to support them. We do this through our    

values of respect, optimism, care and collaboration.   

Multi-age or Straight grades? 

Learning and growth happens developmentally and not just because of age. In any 

class, the developmental range can be up to 7 years. At MPPS when planning, teachers adopt a                

developmental approach to teaching and learning. They differentiate according to the needs of the        

students and not according to age.  

Research shows that students do not learn more or less whether in single or multi-age classes. There is no     

significant academic achievement difference; particularly when learning is targeted to need, not age. There 

are however benefits of multi-age classes.  

Students have the opportunity to act as mentors through modelling routines, appropriate behaviours and 

acting as expert learners for the other students. They are able to practise the skills they have learnt by     

teaching them to the students unfamiliar with new content. The beginning of the school year is more settled 

as students integrate quickly into established class routines. Students build confidence and self-esteem 

through helping each other in cooperative learning situations.  

There are a wider range of people students can seek help from, rather than relying on the teacher to help 

them all the time. Students are more confident to take risks in their learning. They operate better as part of a 

group, are more assertive, develop a greater respect for individual differences, become more independent 

learners and better problem-solvers.  They also develop friendships outside of their standard age-groups. 

Transitions, including the move-up sessions are a great opportunity for students to practice their growth mind-

set. It is important that children can acknowledge their feelings, name their thinking and reframe unhelpful 

thoughts to helpful thoughts. Any change is uncomfortable but also an opportunity for students to practice 

their coping strategies for working outside their comfort zone (with new experiences and in new environ-

ments). This mindset is reflected in ‘optimism’, one of our key school values.  The move-up sessions support stu-

dents to feel confident and minimise any anxiety they may feel as they make the transition to their next year 

level. We encourage you to discuss these sessions with your child/ren in the coming weeks. If they are feeling 

nervous, it is a great opportunity to prompt students with strategies they are learning in minfulness, as part of 

the Zones of Regulation and in our Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships program. 

In addition, if there are any families who will be leaving the school could you please notify the office as soon 

as possible to arrange a transfer note. 

 

Booklists & Parent Payments (Essential Education Items) 

These were sent via Compass home last week. If you have not received them you can download them from 

the school website in the parent download section (http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/ 

password: mpps) or contact the school office. We encourage families to complete the booklist order before 

December 1st 2019 to receive free delivery. Payments of school fees and voluntary levies can be made 

through the office at any time with a range of payment options (including through Compass Pay). The Parent 

Payment policy can also be found at: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/.  

PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued) 

Collaboration between students of different abilities benefits all individuals both academically and socially. 

Students experience a wider range of roles including greater opportunity for leadership and responsibility. 

Whether single-age or multi-age classes, a focus on achieving personal best instead of a particular grade 

creates an authentic learning environment which values learning and the learning process.  

Whole School “Move Up” sessions 

Students from foundation to year 5 will participate in four formal “move up” (transition) sessions beginning 

today (Wednesday 20th November). These sessions focus on providing general information about the year 

level above, and literacy & numeracy based information to assist students with the transition.  

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/
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Supervision before and after school 

A reminder to parents that students should not be arriving at school until supervision begins at 8.45am in the 

morning. If you need to drop your children off at school earlier than this time, they should be attending the 

Out of School Hours Care program run by the OSH Club. After-school supervision is provided until 3.35pm. At 

this time, a second bell signals the end of supervision by the school. Any students not collected by their par-

ents by 3:35pm will be directed to wait at the office until their parent arrives. I appreciate your support with 

adhering to these times. For safety reasons, students on school grounds after 3:35pm should be actively super-

vised by their parents. We encourage play dates to happen locally (e.g. Fanny Reserve or Queens Park) to 

enable the grounds to be used by students in OSH Club.  
 
Reminders:    

NAPLAN results 

The school recently received our NAPLAN results; the staff and the School Council analyse these results and 

made recommendations for the future. I have completed an overview report of our schools results and pro-

gress, which, overall, were again positive. Included in this, are some of the data sets for our school communi-

ty. This information is now available through the Parent Download section of the school website 

(www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/). Remember the password is: ‘mpps’. 

 

eConnect (1:1 device program) 

Students in Year 3 should have received the note regarding this program through Compass. Please see the 

office if you haven’t received it.  

 

The eConnect program is a non-compulsory 1:1 mobile device program for all students in years 4, 5 and 6. 

This program provides the opportunity for our students to enter a new world of curriculum possibilities, enhanc-

ing students’ engagement and involvement in their learning by having their own mobile device to take to 

class and home each day. As discussed, all Year 3 students will have received their note inviting them to be a 

part of this program for 2020. These details can also be found at: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/

community/ (Password: mpps).  

 

Money and other Valuables  

Please encourage your children to leave treasured possessions at home. Teachers may look after money if 

requested but are not responsible for valuables which students bring to school.  

 

Care of Others Personal Belongings  

Students who damage or take others property or belongings will be required to repair or replace the dam-

aged or lost article. Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include 

mobile phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. 

The Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and it has no capacity to 

pay for any loss or damage to such property. 

 

Matthew Bott 

Principal 

PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued) 

Don’t forget to  check Lost Property 

There are quite a few jumpers in lost property at 

the moment.  Please pop in and have a look to 

see if any below to you / your child. 

There are also a number of drink bottles that are 

homeless! 

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/
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The October meeting of school council was held on Wednesday, 30th October at 7:00pm.  

The meeting commenced with a mindfulness activity, hosted by Juergen Reitz, where all 

Council members were involved.  This is a regular activity that is practised throughout the 

school. 

 

After the mindfulness activity, the minutes of the meeting held on 28th August 2019 were 

accepted as accurate and endorsed by Council. 

 

Principal Matt Bott presented the Principal’s Report which included a briefing on:  

 

NAPLAN Data 

 Statistical data and trends. 

 

Planning for 2020 

 Class composition 

 Teacher vacancies and staffing levels 

 

School Staff and Parent Survey 

Curriculum Day dates for 2020 

 

Other reports of the various council committees were also presented and discussed:  

 Finance Report (presented by Mike Holtz - Treasurer):  Covering all financial statements 

and general business.  

  

 The budget is in good order and the school is in a solid financial position.   

 The Finance Report and statements were accepted and ratified by Council.  

 

 Facilities (presented by Matt Bott):   

 A small grant from DET was received to assist with general building and grounds 

maintenance.   

 General discussion about recently completed jobs. 

 

There are ongoing developments with the planning of the construction at Moonee Valley 

Racing Club.  The school has an active interest in the development and will continue to 

have a presence at all meetings.   

 

The next School Council Meeting will be held on 27th November 2019 at 7pm.   

 

Scott Siega  

School Council Representative   

SCHOOL COUNCIL REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2019 
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PRESENTS 

 

2019 ART SHOW 
Alongside the End of Year Celebration  

Thursday 12th December, 6 - 7.30 pm 

In the Gym and Performing Arts room 

Gold coin donation at the door. 

Enter the raffle on the night to win amazing prizes.  

Hope to see you there! 
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ART SHOW 

To all Parents & Carers of MPPS 

 

Our Art Show celebration is coming up on Thursday 12th of December. It’s a wonderful 

celebration of student learning in the visual arts. 

 

I am seeking helpers who would volunteer some time to help set up the artworks with 

me on Wednesday the 11th of December from 9am. 

 

Please send me an email if you can help out on the Wednesday from 9am and how 

long you can stay.  Any amount of time you could spare is very much appreciated!  

 

Just remember if you are staying over lunch time please bring something to eat and 

some water. 

 

It’s going to be a lot of fun! 

 

Thank you, 

 

Christine  

caminiti.christine.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

ART SHOW SET UP - HELPERS NEEDED! 
Wednesday the 11th of December from 9am. 

TO HELP SET UP FOR THE 

MPPS ART SHOW CELEBRATION 

  

Please email Christine at caminiti.christine.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

or via Compass if you can attend and how long you can stay. 

Any amount of time you could spare is very much appreciated! 

  

If you are staying over lunch time please bring something to eat and 

some water. It’s going to be a lot of fun! 

  

Thank-you! 

mailto:caminiti.christine.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:caminiti.christine.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
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This month I thought I would focus on the parents instead of the children. I have      

chosen an extract from an article entitled ‘Mindful Parenting: Give Yourself Space to 

Choose to Respond’ from Mindful Magazine.  I hope you can find a take away from it, 

use it as a chance to reflect on your interactions and praise yourself for the tricky job 

you have.  

 

Three Ways to Parent Mindfully 

Spend a quiet moment or two thinking about your relationship with your child. What is 

the one thing that comes to mind that you value about them?  Don’t focus on what 

they “should” do or be, but instead, notice what is already there, even if it’s faint. 

What is the “spark” that you could breathe life into?  Here are some tips for               

appreciating your children: 

 

1. Give direct praise 
Ask yourself: How can I let my child know that I see this valuable thing in him or her? 

Maybe it would be a direct comment where you let them know that you’ve “noticed 

something really cool” about them.  Maybe it’s a gesture where you thank them for 

showing this side of themselves. 

 

2. Parent with patience 
Let them know about the “thing” you see in them, but be patient if they don’t respond 

readily. Particularly for kids with low self-esteem, this positive input might feel discrep-

ant with how they tend to view themselves.  They might reject what you’re doing or 

saying altogether. Don’t give up! They may be used to people doing so, which only 

confirms the “script” they’ve been acting out.  Show them with consistent prizing that a 

new script is possible for them. 

 

3. Let go of your own ego 
You’re the adult and they’re the kid.  Find your thank you’s and congratulations for   

being a great mentor elsewhere.  In fact, it’s better if you learn to trust that the         

message (if given enthusiastically and authentically) WILL resonate even if they don’t 

acknowledge it openly. This is not something THEY need to be polite about. When 

you’re planting seeds, it doesn’t make sense to get mad when it doesn’t immediately 

bear you fruit. 

 

Alice Hargreaves 

Mindfulness Co-ordinator                                                                                         

 

MINDFULNESS 

https://www.mindful.org/how-to-be-a-strength-based-parent/
https://www.mindful.org/how-to-teach-your-kids-about-their-inner-critic/
https://www.mindful.org/the-power-of-gratitude-in-parenting/
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Looking for a fun way to:                                     

  Encourage fitness? 

 Teach road safety skills? 

 Build belonging & community 

  

We need a  

conductor &  

volunteers 

for the 

Walking 

School Bus 
Any new Walking School Bus Volunteers that need to complete the  induction or 

you are wanting to start a Walking School Bus at school, please contact Lisa Bag-

nati  directly via email: 

 lbagnati@mvcc.vic.gov.au 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.solwayps.vic.edu.au%2Fuploaded_files%2Fmedia%2Fwalk_to_school_bus.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.solwayps.vic.edu.au%2Fpage%2F84%2FEnergy&docid=7aVVzahW1s7H8M&tbnid=gcGLL3orGw5qyM%3A&vet=1&w=218&h=
https://www.mvcc.vic.gov.au/
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Chickens & the Gardens 

The summer holidays are fast approaching and MPPS is looking for families to 

help out with the chickens and gardens. Tasks include letting the chickens out 

in the morning, locking them back up in the afternoon/evening, making sure 

they have food and water, and also watering the veggie beds on hot days. 

All materials provided.  

OSH Club is looking after the chickens and the garden from Monday January 

6th but we need some help during the following times: 

Saturday 21st December – Sunday 5th January  

Saturday 11th January – Sunday 12th January 

Saturday 18th January – Sunday 19th January 

Saturday 25th January – Sunday 26th January 

 

If this interests you and you think you could help out at some point over those dates, 

please contact Matt Burke at burke.matthew.b@edumail.vic.gov.au or drop by room 17 

before or after school.  

 

MPPS GREEN TEAM NEWS 

Soft Plastics  

MPPS is collecting soft plastic (plastic you can scrunch up, and is clean) 

waste that we generate at the school. There are currently 3 bins across the 

school (near the office window, at the bottom of the stairs in the 3/4 build-

ing and in OSHClub) where students can drop off plastic waste generated 

the classroom.  

We are looking for parents to help drop this plastic waste off to RedCycle 

bins that are found at all Coles and Woolworths stores. If you are able to 

grab a bag from the boxes and drop them off next time you go to the su-

permarket, it would be much appreciated, and support us in collecting the 

soft plastics properly.  

mailto:burke.matthew.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Recycling 

With the recent recycling issues in Australia, Planet Ark has created The Aus-

tralasian Recycling Label to help people understand instructions about how to 

correctly dispose of every part of a product’s packaging – whether it’s a tray, 

a lid, a film etc. Currently, this is only for Australian products, but it gives a lot of 

clear information for what to do with waste that can be used for products 

without it.  

There is also a website that can help you https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/

arl/ and the following short video is really useful https://

youtu.be/7qwXMMLYw1E and would be a great way to discuss recycling with 

the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPPS GREEN TEAM NEWS (cont.) 

Recyclable items: This means that the packaging is likely to be cardboard or rigid 

plastic and should be clean of food and placed in the commingled recycling bin. 

Conditionally recyclable items: These items can possibly be recycled but should be 

checked for further instructions below the label or with council for local recycling op-

tions. 

Not recyclable items: sometimes this can just refer to part of the product i.e lid .  

These are items such as soft plastic wrappers or film that is not recyclable and should 

be disposed of in the general waste bin.  Alternatively, you can collect them and drop 

them off free of charge at your local supermarket (look for large REDcycle collection 

point near main desk.  

https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/arl/%20
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/arl/%20
https://youtu.be/7qwXMMLYw1E
https://youtu.be/7qwXMMLYw1E
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Hello Families! :) 

Only 4 weeks left of the school year, I cannot believe how fast this year has gone! The last 

day for OSHClub will be the 20th of December and we will reopen for Vacation care on the 

6th of January. All bookings for the first week OF Vac care MUST be completed before the 

20th December. Please see attached for our awesome summer holiday program. 

Last Thursday we presented the MPP & OSHClub sustainability award to Belinda Aldridge. 

Two weeks ago, Belinda noticed that there was a very unusual bird sitting in a tree right 

above the children’s playground. She told me that she knew it wasn’t an Australian bird 

and it must have been a pet. So she rang the council and it turns out it was a Macaw bird 

who had escaped from Melbourne Zoo! She stayed on the phone with the council for 

about 20-30 minutes until the Zoo team came to bring ‘Pablo’ who was a gorgeous trained 

Macaw bird back home. She then offered to go and look in Queens Park for his missing   

sister ‘. We thought her generosity and kindness deserved recognition as if it wasn’t for her 

the bird may have not made his way back to the zoo. Thank you Belinda!  

https://7news.com.au/news/animals/melbourne-zoo-macaw-declared-missing-after-failing-to-return-from-daily-flight-c-544867 

Thank you, 

Caitlin 

 

 
                                                                               

https://7news.com.au/news/animals/melbourne-zoo-macaw-declared-missing-after-failing-to-return-from-daily-flight-c-544867
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The staff at MPPS are supporting the “Share The Dignity, It’s 

in the Bag” campaign again this year.  This involves filling a 

handbag with personal hygiene products for homeless 

women and girls.  Here is a link detailing what items are 

sought for donation:     

https://sharethedignity.com.au/christmas-charity/  

We are inviting families who would like to contribute to    

participate.  If this is something you feel you would like to be 

involved in, bags can be dropped off at the office            

between Monday 2/1219 and Wednesday 4/12/19.  We will 

then arrange to have them dropped off at the collection 

points at Bunnings. 

 

Thanks in advance for your support. 

Leigh Richardson 

 

 

 

I am looking for some parents to help do school drop off and pick up and also             

occasional child minding on weekends  5 days per fortnight. 

I am a shift worker so unfortunately the hours will not be regular, however I am more 

than happy to pay cash as required. 

Please call to discuss. 

Catherine 

0477 301 060  

 

CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER 

 DESPERATELY SEEKING ASSISTANCE 

https://sharethedignity.com.au/christmas-charity/
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OSH CLUB NEWS 
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Newsletter 

The newsletter will be published each week during February and then published fortnightly thereafter. 

The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to read it! It 

will be sent home in hard copy today for all families but will be published on line as of next week; this 

will help minimise our paper usage and protect the environment. Families will be able to access it on 

the school website, school smart phone application or by signing up to have it emailed to your inbox 

when published. Sign up for the newsletter today! http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/ 

Limited copies will be available at the office or Out of School Hours Care. 

How to access the school newsletter: 

 
1. Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-

school/newsletters/ 

2. Download the Moonee Ponds Primary School application 

from your relevant smart phone app store (search for: 

Moonee Ponds Primary School)              
 
3. Sign up for it to be sent to your email address on the 

school website:  

             http:// www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/ 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Nov 18 

Curriculum Day 

No Students 

Nov 19 Nov 20 

NEWSLETTER  

Nov 21 

P.A Meeting 

7.30pm 

Nov 22 

Year 5/6 PT        

Challenge 

Nov 25 Nov 26 Nov 27 

School Council 

NEWSLETTER  

Move Up Session 

#2 

Nov 28 

Prep Collingwood 

Children’s Farm 

Assembly 3pm 

Yr. 1/2 BBQ 

Nov 29 

Dec 2 

Yr. 1/2 Science 

Incursion 

Dec 3 

SRC Lunch 

12.30—2.20pm 

Dec 4 

NEWSLETTER  

MVIMP Tutor Demo 

Move Up Session 

#3 

Dec 5 

Foundation Movie 

Night 

Dec 6 

Dec 9 Dec 10 

Yr. 7 Orientation 

Dec 11 

NEWSLETTER  

Dec 12 

3/4 Werribee Zoo 

Art Show & 

EOY Celebration 

Dec 13 

Dec 16 

Yr. 6 Graduation 

Move Up Session 

#4 

Dec 17 Dec 18 

NEWSLETTER  

School Council 

Dec 19 

Whole School  

Picnic 

Dec 20 

Assembly 1.10 pm 

1.20pm Finish 

TERM 4, 2019  CALENDAR 

YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER 

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/

