NEWSLETTER
February
12th, 2020
87 Wilson Street
Moonee Ponds 3039
moonnee.ponds.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

www.mpp.vic.edu.au
https://mpp-vic.compass.education/
Out of Hours School Care:
OSH Club : 0448 043 164:
MPPS Program
1300 397 735
Customer Service & Billing
Email:
mooneeponds@oshclub.com.au
www.oshclub.com.au

2020 Term Dates:
Term 1 - 30th Jan to 27th March
Term 2 - 14th April to 26th June
Term 3 - 13th July to 18 Sept
Term 4 - 5th Oct to 18th Dec

Dates to Note:
February
18th - Parent Teacher Interviews
20th - Swimming Sports
March
3rd - School Photos
8th - International Women's Day
9th - Labour Day Public Holiday
21st to 29th - Cultural Diversity Week
April
30th - School Athletic Sports
May
16th - Education Support Staff Day
June
8th - Queen’s Birthday Holiday
July
21st - Parent Teacher Interviews
24th - Trivia Night
27th to 31st - Grade 5/6 School Camp
August
4th to 7th - MVIMP Camp
19th to 21st - Grade 3/4 Camp
7th - Principals' Day

Parent’s Association Meetings
7.30pm in Sports and Performance
Centre (SPC)
Thursday February 13th
Register to receive the newsletter via :
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
newsletters/
Limited hard copies of newsletter
available at the office and OSH Club

Respect

PRINCIPAL REPORT
We are now half way through the second full week of the year,
and it has been a busy but fantastic start! Classes are building as
communities of learners through the MPPS Establishment Program.
Thank-you to all the teachers and the parents who attended our
year level information nights. It was great to build a consistent
understanding of how the curriculum, structures and routines will
work for our students in the year ahead. A key message from all
teams was the importance of communication and staying
connected. Year level handbooks will be published through the
parent download section of the school website:
www.mpp.vic.edu.au (remember if you are accessing the parent
download section the password is: mpps). The handbooks
include much of the information shared through the information
night sessions. We welcome feedback about our information
nights. If you have a minute to spare, please complete the
following survey: http://tiny.cc/InfoNightFeedback
Diaries are being used from year 3 to year 6 to support the homeschool partnership as well as building student independence.
Class, year-level and specialist-area (Arts, Italian and PE) blogs
are also a great tool for seeing what’s happening at school. The
blogs can be used as a tool to communicate with the teacher as
well as emailing teachers directly. Finally, don’t forget to
download the Compass app to access all school information,
email staff and read the school newsletter.

School Council
School Council for 2020
The first school council meeting of 2020 will be held on
Wednesday 26th February. This is also the final meeting for some
long serving members of council. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the current council for their tireless work over
the past year, this includes Juergen Reitz (parent) and Melanie
Woods (DET) who will be stepping down. All council members
give up their time, to work as a cohesive group to improve the
school for all our students and families. Much of this work goes
unnoticed during the after school hours. On behalf of the whole
school community I thank you!
The new council will be welcomed at the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) scheduled for Wednesday 26th March 2020. All
council members stand for a two year period and then need to
re-nominate to be eligible for another two year period. This
means we have a nomination process and possible election to
conduct over the next few weeks.

Optimism

Care

Collaboration

PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued)
Council Elections
Message from the President
"I'd like to welcome everyone back to the 2020 school year and also welcome our new

students, parents and carers. There are many ways to be involved in your child's education be it
volunteering with reading in class, being active in the Parents Association (PA) or becoming
involved in school council. Each year members of council retire and new members are elected so
there is always an opportunity to become involved. I'd encourage you to read the information
below and think about nominating for school council as it is a rewarding experience."
Cheers,
Scott Cutler (Outgoing President and father of Audrey- Yr. 5)
It is now time to begin the process for filling positions on School Council for 2020. Included below is
information regarding:

The role of council
Information regarding the following will be forward to families via Compass this week:

2020 MPPS School Council vacancies

Elections
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. School councils are legally constituted
bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In
doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school
provides for its students.
What is the function of school council?

Establish the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's community

Participate in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan

Develop, review and update school policies

Develop, review and monitor the Student Engagement Policy and the School Dress Code

Raise funds for school-related purposes

Approve the annual budget and monitor expenditure

Maintain the school’s grounds and facilities

Enter into contracts (e.g. cleaning, construction work)

Report annually to the school community and to DET

Generally stimulate interest in the school in the wider community
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from
this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at
their child’s school as long as they are not engaged in work at MPPS.
A mandated elected DET employee category – Department employees include staff members at
the school. Members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total
membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council
because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be
Community members.
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members
expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
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PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued)
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and
may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider


standing for election as a member of the school council



encouraging another person to stand for election.

Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with
others to help shape the school’s future.
Council will meet a minimum of eight times a year, once a month in the evening from 7.00-9.00 pm.
In the past this has been the last Wednesday of each month, however this may change. Councillors
are expected also to sit on one of the following committees:

Finance

Education

Facilities

Out of School Hours Care (OSHC)
The Finance, Education and Facilities sub committees have a monthly meeting schedule (if necessary) and the OSHC is scheduled for one meeting per term.
Further information about School Councils can be found at:
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx

Details of the 2020 vacancies (and election process- if needed) for School Council will be forwarded to families via Compass later this week.
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PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued)
Swimming Sports
The MPPS Swimming Sports will be held next Thursday 20th February 2020 for all students in years 1 to
6. As we are using Compass for payment and consent please take the time to check all the details.
The notification was forwarded to families last night. Of course if you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact Carol or Esther in the office. They are here to support families through the
new process/transition. MPPS (silicon) swim caps at $8 each are available for purchase at the
office.
Parent- Teacher Exchange
Our parent-teacher exchange will be held on Tuesday 18th February. The purpose of this 10 minute
session is for you to inform your child’s teacher about their learning style, strengths and challenges. It
is also a great opportunity to meet the teacher and discuss the year ahead. Bookings can be
made via Compass (Conferences tab). Please note bookings close on Monday 17th February at
9am. Parents/Carers are asked not to make back to back bookings as this reduces the time you
have for your interview (as you make your way from one interview to the next). Teachers will stick to
the interview schedule, so if you are late and there is not enough time for your meeting, an
alternate meeting will be arranged for another day.
Uniform Shop
A reminder that the school uniform provider is Noone Imagewear. They are available for sales at
school (near the administration office) on Tuesday afternoons from 3- 4pm. Their shop is located at
541 Keilor Rd, Niddrie where items can also be purchased. Information on the uniform policy and
prices can be found on our school website www.mpp.vic.edu.au (remember if you are accessing
the parent download section the password is: mpps).
MPPS is a parenting ideas school.
Parenting Ideas is a resource that provides help to parents, carers and teachers to successfully raise
confident, happy and resilient kids. Each newsletter, we feature an article that supports positive
parenting. As part of our membership with Parenting Ideas, parents and carers have access to the
Parenting Blog, books and guides, online courses and webinars. If there is a webinar you are
interested in participating in, email the school to get your webinar code and you can attend this at
no charge. There's no limit to how many people at our school can attend, just as long as they
register by the listed expiry date. It's as easy as that! To access the Parenting Ideas website go to
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/ or access through the favourites toolbar (star icon) on your
Compass home page.
As you go about the week ahead, consider how you can make our school values visible for our
children. We can all help bring our values of respect, optimism, care and collaboration alive for our
community. We are all ROCC stars!
Matthew Bott
Principal
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Sports

MPPS SPORTS UPDATES
Swimming Sports 2020
The annual MPPS Swimming Carnival will take place on Thursday 20th February at the
Queens Park Pool. I am asking for any parent volunteers who may be able to assist with either set up, events, or pack up to please email me your availability
grant.emma.e@edumail.vic.gov.au – I will then assign you a role for the day. These days
can’t run without the support from our amazing parents so thankyou in advance. Years 1/2
students will attend from 11:30am-1:30pm with the students in Years 3-6 attending from
9am-2:30pm. The Foundation students will not be attending.

Hook in2 Hockey
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General School Information
Working With Children’s Check (WWCC)
Just a reminder to all families or parent helpers that you will need to obtain a
WWCC before assisting in classes and with events. Any adult who is volunteering in child related work and has direct contact with children (e.g. attending
excursions, helping out at sports days or working with small groups of children in the classroom) must have a
Working with Children Check and present it at the school office. We are asking that if you are planning to
help out or volunteer in this capacity in 2020 to apply for a WWCC now at
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au . More information can be found in our Visitors and Volunteers Policy:
www.mpp.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/MPPS-Visitors-and-Volunteers-policy.pdf
Insurance and Ambulance Cover
I remind parents/guardians that:

parents/guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance, are responsible for paying
the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance/
transport and any other transport costs; and

parents/guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers
Please note, that the Department of Education and Training (DET) does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property.
Bikes
Students may ride bikes and scooters only to school. A bike shed is provided and is locked from 9.00 – 3.20 pm
each day. The school and DET take no responsibility for bikes/ scooters left in the bike shed outside of these
times. If they need to be held in this area outside these times we recommend using a bike lock. Rollerblades
and skateboards are not permitted. Insurance of bikes and scooters is the responsibility of parents. We strongly encourage insurance in the light of a number of schools reporting thefts. Helmets are compulsory by law of
the State of Victoria. Children will not be permitted to ride bikes if they do not have helmets. Bikes and scooters must not be ridden in the school or on pedestrian crossings to ensure safety. Riding bikes/scooters in the
school yard before and after school is not permitted for safety reasons.
Money and other Valuables
Please encourage your children to leave treasured possessions at home. Teachers may look after money if
requested but are not responsible for valuables/ personal items which students bring to school.
Care of Others Personal Belongings
Students who damage or take others property or belongings will be required to repair or replace the damaged or lost article. Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include
mobile phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises.
The Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought
to schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such
property.
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LUNCH ORDERS
SCHOOL CAFÉ / CATERING
9383 1400 (MON-FRI)
0411 858 214 CATERING
EVERYDAY

DAILY SPECIALS
MONDAY – ALL PIZZA’S $5.50 / GF PIZZA - $6.50

SANDWICHES: All $4.50 (Rolls +$2.00)
GF SANDWICHES $5.50
Cheese/Honey/Vegemite $4.50 (G)
Egg and Lettuce
$4.50 (G)
Tuna and Salad
$4.50 (G)
Chicken and Salad
$4.50 (G)
Ham, Cheese and Salad
4.50 (G)
Salad Sandwich (V)
$4.50 (G)
HOT FOOD (home made)
Sausage Rolls
Chicken Tender
Tomato Sauce

Hawaiian – Ham, cheese, pineapple
Margarita – Cheese, tomato & basil
Vegetarian – roasted vegetables & cheese

$3.50 (G)
$3.50 (G)
$0.50

SNACKS
Popcorn
Cheese & crackers
Mini cupcake icing sugar
Mini cupcake iced

$1.00
$3.00
$1.00
$1.50

(G)
(G)
(A)
(A)

DRINKS
Fruit Juice
Water
Chocolate Milk
Fruit Box
Noodle Snack
Choc Chip Cookies
Lamington Bite

$2.00
$3.00
$3.00
$2.00
$1.00
$3.00
$1.00

(A)
(G)
(G)
(A)
(A)
(A)
(A)

Lunch Pack No. 2 - $6.50
Chicken Tender
Fruit
Juice / Water
Lunch Pack No. 3 - $6.50
Party Pies
Fruit
Juice / Water

TUESDAY SPECIAL - SUSHI
Tuna
Chicken
Vegetarian

$3.00 (G)
$3.00 (G)
$3.00 (G)

WEDNESDAY – WRAP DAY
Carrot, lettuce, cucumbe, avocado
Roast Chicken, avo, carrot, lettuce
Ham, Cheese & Lettuce

$6.00 (G)
$6.50 (G)
$6.50 (G)

THURSDAY – FOCACCIA - $6.50
Warm poached chicken
& melted cheese……full
½ Focaccia

$7.00 (G)
$4.00 (G)

FRIDAY : PASTA – ALL $5.00 GF $6.00
Beef Lasagne
Macaconi & Cheese
Spaghetti Napolitana
(Gluten Free all $6.00)

Lunch Pack No. 1 – 1 $6.50
Sausage roll,
Fruit,
(G)
Juice/Water

(A)
(G)
(G)

$5.00 (G)
$5.00 (G)
$5.00 (G)

(G) = Green - ok for everyday
(A) = Amber - not everyday
(G)

(A)

TOMATO SAUCE – $0.50
BROWN PAPER BAG - -$0.50
Please provide paper bag with name, grade & order clearly marked –correct change appreciated
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CHESS CLUB
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Parent Volunteer Needed
We are in need of a parent volunteer on Wednesdays mornings to take the lunch orders from
the office to Brunswick North Primary School, Pearson St, Brunswick West.
At the moment all other days are covered by our wonderful parents.
Your help would be greatly appreciated.
Please let Carol in the office know if you are able to help.
Thank you

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork,
discipline and leadership. All are part of a healthy curriculum.
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee
families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps,
excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 2019, you do not need to complete an
application form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:


new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2020 or you did not
apply in 2019.



changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2020.

Check with the school office if you are unsure.
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LEARNING Star…

Name

Reason

Foundation A – Leigh Richardson

Owen Duell

For taking great care with his work in maths!

Foundation B - Alice Hargreaves

Zane Hussein

For a brilliant start to school!

1/2 A - Jess Zach/Mel Woods

Logan Holtz

For working hard during class time.

1/2 B - Mae Risson

Camilla Ericksen

For completing fantastic work in all areas of her
learning this week

1/2 C - Shannon Radford

Owen Lamb

For always contributing to class discussions and
trying his best in every aspect of our learning so
far

1/2 D - Jenny Clark

Josie Arnott

For making a great start to her work and doing
some careful writing in her draft book!

1/2 E - Antony Brock

Gus Pruden

For being a fantastic role-model, working hard
in all areas and sharing his thoughtful ideas on
the mat.

3/4 A - Nicole Macrae

Daniel Darabi

For completing lots of writing in his story about
his teacher's holiday!

3/4 B - David Kiddle

Luke Leventis

For making a quick start collecting seeds in his
writer's notebook

3/4 C - Candice Ryan

Isaac Tabbit

For using his writer’s notebook to generate lots
of ideas for his writing.

3/4 D - Lee Pregnell

Georgia Xenoyiannakis

For her thoughtful approach to our maths work
on time.

3/4 E - Stef Lipoma

Toby White

For using his number facts to solve the treasure
hunt clues.

5/6 A - Libby Haigh

Tia Karavangelis

For outstanding work in maths work on factors
and multiples.

5/6 B - Chris Mizis

Matthew Threlfal

For his enthusiasm to learning and a making the
most of his learning opportunities.

5/6 C - Holly Coleman

Atticus Di FlorioPulis

For participating in group discussions and sharing his ideas with the class.

Arts - Christine Caminiti

Lincoln Atherton

For his fantastic contribution to class discussion
and display of enthusiasm in visual arts.

Italian - Nancy Berardone

Xavier Terbogt

For his thoughtful contributions to class discussions and for his great attitude to learning in Italian. Bravo!

Physical Education - Emma
Grant

Harry Keenan

For his fantastic contribution during class discussions in PE!
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ROCC Star…

Name

Reason

Foundation A –
Leigh Richardson

Michael Alves

For being an awesome and responsible classroom
helper

Foundation B
Alice Hargreaves

Adeline Pattichis

For being a kind friend

1/2 A
Jess Zach/Mel Woods

Dilan Senkaya

For being a caring and inclusive friend.

1/2 B
Mae Risson

Callum Power

For being a fantastic teacher’s helper this week and for
helping his classmates

1/2 C
Shannon Radford

Lulamae Di-Florio Pulis

For always coming to class with optimism and being a
great year 2 leader

1/2 D
Jenny Clark

Mattea Pafumi

For being so optimistic and brave in a classroom by
herself (for the very first time!)

1/2 E
Antony Brock

Kaiden Dice

For being optimistic about making new friends and enjoying his learning at his new school MPPS

3/4 A
Nicole Macrae

Ella Stewart

For always showing respectful listening and speaking
respectfully to her classmates

3/4 B
David Kiddle

Charlotte Rawther

For being a caring classmate and actively listening to
others.

3/4 C
Candice Ryan

Ritisha Kothamasu

For showing respect and care towards her new classmates.

3/4 D
Lee Pregnell

Jemima McClelland

For starting her year with enthusiasm and optimism.

3/4 E
Stef Lipoma

Isabelle Webb

For being helpful and assisting others in time of need.

5/6 A
Libby Haigh

Damien Xander

For showing a caring, supportive and inclusive attitude
in our class.

5/6 B
Chris Mizis

Jenifer Haydon

For starting her grade six year with enthusiasm and optimism.

5/6 C
Holly Coleman

Amira Malik

For showing respect and care for her classmates by
listening to and helping others.

Arts
Christine Caminiti

Yasmina Stearman ½ D

For showing enthusiasm and excitement during our first
performing arts class. Fantastic work!

Italian
Nancy Berardone

Kye Lardner

For his great focus and attentiveness during Italian. Bravo!

Physical Education
Emma Grant

Sara Khabbaz

For being caring and respectful in PE!
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TERM 1 2020 CALENDAR
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Feb 10

Feb 11
Yr. 1-6
Information Night

Feb 12
Newsletter

Feb 13
Chess Club

Feb 14

Feb 17

Feb 18
Parent Teacher
Interviews

Feb 19

Feb 20
School Swimming
Sports
Assembly 3pm

Feb 21

Feb 24

Feb 25

Feb 26
School Council
Newsletter

Feb 27
Chess Club

Feb 28
Year 5/6 GALA
Sports #1

March 2
District Swimming

March 3
School Photos

March 4

March 5
Chess Club
Assembly 3pm

March 6
Year 5/6 GALA
Sports #2

March 9
Labour Day Public
Holiday

March 10

March 11
Newsletter

March 12
Chess Club

March 13

March 16
District Swimming
District Tennis

March 17

March 18

March 19
Chess Club
Assembly 3pm

March 20

March 23

March 24

March 25
FOUNDATION
ATTEND FULL TIME
Newsletter

March 26
Chess Club
School Cross
Country 9am to
11am

March 27
End of Term 1
Assembly 2pm
Dismiss 2.20pm

TERM 2 2020 CALENDAR
April 13
Easter Monday
Public Holiday

April 14
First Day Term 2

April 15

April 16
Chess Club
Assembly 3pm

April 17

April 20

April 21

April 22

April 23
Chess Club

April 24

Newsletter
The newsletter will be published for the first two weeks in February and then published fortnightly thereafter. The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to
read it! The newsletter will be sent out to all families via Compass. Families will be able to access the
newsletter via Compass and on the school website. Limited copies will be available at the office or
Out of School Hours Care.
How to access the school newsletter:
1.

View it on the COMPASS Newsfeed

2.

Visit the school website:
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
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