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Again, I thank our parents and carers for your continual support during 

this difficult time. All the staff really appreciate seeing the students each 

day through their Webex sessions and we hope to be onsite soon. We 

know many families are doing it tough right now and we encourage you 

to reach out to your teacher or the school if you need assistance or 

support. If you do not connect at any of the Webex meetings, please 

email the teacher or call the school, as everyone who doesn’t connect 

will be followed up and possibly marked absent on the roll. 

 

Finding the right balance for all our families in how we are delivering our 

teaching and learning approach during remote and flexible learning 

has been an ongoing priority. Included in letters to families last week, 

teachers shared the expectations in terms of the work that is set each 

day. Some students are able to engage with every learning task and 

produce and demonstrate their best learning. Others may be finding it 

more challenging just to connect and engage. As teachers, we are 

mindful of having high expectations while not putting pressure on 

families that are already stretched thin. The teachers rely on parents and 

carers to let us know the needs of your family. 

 

We know that feedback is essential to acknowledge and reinforce 

student effort, provide explicit ways students can improve, and build 

accountability and motivation. What feedback looks like across the 

school is differentiated not only for each year level but based on how 

each individual student is coping.  

 

This week at our staff meeting, teams looked at the feedback processes 

across their year levels during remote and flexible learning. This included 

acknowledging all work that is shared with the teacher and providing 

more detailed feedback about specific work across the week either 

through the small group sessions (in all year levels but particularly in 

Foundation to Year 2), in the OneNote (in Year 3-6) or via email. The 

most important vehicle for feedback for learning is through the small 

group sessions. It is in this time that teachers can best connect with 

students and see how they are going. 

 

As well as supporting your children, we also want them to be 

empowered in their learning. They need to be applying their best effort 

for their own reward… learning! We can’t do the work for them… we 

can support them, but ultimately, it is the students themselves 

understanding that engaging with school each day (to the level they 

are able) will help them keep their learning momentum going, keep 

them connected to school and feel confident when we return onsite. If 

they need learning strategies to do this, let your teacher know. We have 

also included the “Services and support for students and families” 

information from DET in this newsletter which outlines some mental health 

and wellbeing resources for our community during this time.  

 

We hope to see all our students back onsite really soon! 
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2021 Term Dates: 
Term 3 - 12th July to 17th Sept 
Term 4 - 4th Oct to 17th Dec 
 
Dates to Note: 
 

August 

25th - School Council Meeting 

 

September 

1st - MVIMP Spring Soiree 7pm 

POSTPONED 

3rd - Father’s Day Stall TBC 

9th - Foundation Familiarisation 2022 #1 

15th-17th - Year 3/4 Camp 

17th - Last Day of Term 2:20pm Finish 

 

October 

4th - Start of Term 4 

7th - Foundation Familiarisation 2022 #2 

14th - Foundation Familiarisation 2022 #3 

22nd - Italian Day 

29th - Foundation Transition 2022 #1 

 

November 

1st - Student Free Day 

2nd - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

5th - Foundation Transition 2022 #2 

 

 
Parent’s Association Meetings 
2021 - 9th September 

          - 14th October 

          - 18th November 

 

Access the latest school newsletter 

through the Compass Newsfeed or 

through the School Website at: http://

www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/

newsletters/  

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au
https://mpp-vic.compass.education/
http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
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Lockdown Challenge: MPPS Families ROCC! 

One of the best qualities of Moonee Ponds Primary School is the strength and connectedness of our 

community! With all the restrictions this year, coming together as a school is something we have really missed. 

To celebrate our MPPS community, today we launch a fun family friendly activity to build our sense of 

belonging and connectedness, and acknowledge and promote our school values. Check out the 

‘Lockdown Challenge: MPPS Families ROCC!’ poster in the coming pages for all the details. 

 

We invite parents to check out our virtual assembly again from last week on the Student Representative 

Council (SRC) Blog at https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/src/. This video features our ROCC Star and Learning Star 

awards and acknowledges students who participated in the High Ability Program in Semester 1. We 

congratulate all our award winners. Thanks also to the School Captain team, Miles, Gracie, Audrey and 

Isabella for their preparation, presenting, filming and editing of the assembly. 

 

Stay safe! 

 

Service and support for students and families 

It can be challenging to process and manage changes to routines and the uncertainty that comes with 

COVID-19 and related restrictions – including moving in and out of remote and flexible learning. 

 

To assist our school community during this time, resources and support are available for parents, carers and 

families. 

These resources will help to support the mental health and wellbeing of our students and the young people in 

our care during this time. 

 

I encourage everyone in our community to access these resources and take care of themselves during this 

time. 

 

Services and support for student and their families 

A Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing resources (also attached below) is available for 

students, parents and carers looking to access expert guidance and resources to support wellbeing. 

 

Supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our students remains our priority this year, especially during the 

continued COVID-19 pandemic and while students are learning from home during the current circuit breaker 

restrictions. 

 

For students, the guide includes resources to support their own mental health and wellbeing. 

• Advice and resources for students about ways to adapt their learning during COVID-19, to look after 

themselves and where to get help. 

• Wellbeing activities featuring AFL and AFLW players with tips on managing stress, staying active and 

gratitude. 

• Smiling Mind mindfulness activities for senior secondary school students, including short videos, online tip 

sheets and meditations. 

 

The guide also includes resources and supports for parents and carers to help them build their child’s physical 

and mental health and wellbeing. This includes: 

• resources to support children’s physical, mental health and wellbeing 

• wellbeing activities and conversation starters for parents of parents of primary school-aged 

children (attached below). 

• how to talk to your child about COVID-19 

• headspace is running webinars for parents and carers about offering support when they are concerned 

about a young person’s mental health. 

 

Wellbeing guidance for parents and carers is also available: 

• on the Department’s website 

• headspace has created a video providing tips to support parents and carers during lockdown 

• through the confidential parent support hotline, Parentline, available 8am to midnight, seven days a 

week, Phone: 13 22 89. 

 

MPPS families also have resources available including webinars through our Parenting Ideas Schools 

membership at: https://www.parentingideas.com.au/ 

PRINCIPAL REPORT (continued) 

https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/src/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/students?Redirect=1
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/MFC-wellbeing.aspx
https://www.smilingmind.com.au/secondary-school-program-feeling-it
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/talking-your-child-about-coronavirus-covid-19?Redirect=1
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/headspace-vic-parent-and-carer-sessions-34162830471
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw3LzWe-93U
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/
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As always, please reach out to your class teacher or the school if you need support, have any questions or 

concerns. 

 

Book Week and Story Box Subscription 

This week is the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s Annual Book Week. All students will engage with the 

book week as part of Remote and Flexible Learning.  

 

Today is also a great opportunity to announce our subscription to Story Box Library at https://

www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/.  

 

Story Box Library is a subscription-based educational website, created for children to view stories by local 

authors and illustrators, being read aloud by fantastic, predominantly Australian and New Zealand, 

storytellers. It is also a great tool to help your child reach their Premiers’ Reading Challenge goals! https://

vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/ 

 

Included in the newsletter is a welcome letter to families with the log in details to Story Box Library  

(user name: mppsroccs and password: mpps). 

 

Don’t forget to check out the MPPS Library Blog for information and resources to keep our passion for reading 

alive! http://mpplibrary.global2.vic.edu.au/ 

 

Events 

With the extension of the lockdown, many of the events listed below are still planned but haven’t been 

allocated a date. We do hope that the Year 3/ 4 Camp can proceed and will provide further updates once 

things become clearer. 

  

Postponed 

• Whole School Olympics Day will be postponed (date TBC) 

• District Athletics has been postponed (date TBC) 

• School Disco has been postponed and new date is coming soon. 

• Three-Way Student Led Conferences will be postponed (date TBC after we are allowed back onsite) 

• Foundation Familiarisation - first and second session (12 & 26 Aug) cancelled – new dates added to 

term four. 

• Family Science Night has been cancelled and will move online - more information coming soon. 

• MVIMP Spring Soiree- postponed until term four 

• Chess education will begin when back onsite 

  

Cancelled 

• Hoop Time Basketball – cancelled 

• Hockey 7’s Tournament - cancelled 

 

Refunds are available for these cancelled events. Alternatively, parents/carers can leave your family 

account in credit and allocate it to the same or different event in the future.  

 

Parent Opinion Survey – only 42% have complete the survey 

A quick reminder to those families who were randomly selected to complete the survey to please respond. 

We need at least 50 responses and at this stage have only had 42 (out of 100) responses submitted. 

 

The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school climate, student engagement, 

and relationships. Our school will use the results to inform school planning and improvement strategies. The 

survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to complete. All 

responses to the survey are anonymous. We appreciate parents completing the survey.   

 

This year, the survey can be accessed from Wednesday 21st July to Friday 3rd September. Results will be sent 

back to our school at the end of September.  

 

Of course, if you have any queries or questions, please contact me at matthew.bott@education.vic.gov.au 

Matthew Bott 

Principal 

PRINCIPAL REPORT (continued) 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.storyboxlibrary.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Bott%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2413a8a3c94246d134fc08d96504fb08%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637651894528101568%7CUnknown%7CT
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.storyboxlibrary.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Bott%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2413a8a3c94246d134fc08d96504fb08%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637651894528101568%7CUnknown%7CT
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmpplibrary.global2.vic.edu.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Bott%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2413a8a3c94246d134fc08d96504fb08%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637651894528101568%7CUnknown%7
mailto:matthew.bott@education.vic.gov.au
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School Council Meeting – July Summary 

Our July Council meeting took place again via Webex due to restrictions.   

Correspondence. 

As previously reported, DET has been the source of much communication during this 

period, most of which was shared to the broader school community via Compass. 

The annual school emergency management planning was discussed along with surveys for 

the school staff, parents and carers. The parent survey was sent out earlier in the month, 

results of this important measure will be discussed once available. 

Preparations for the end of financial year attestation have been completed. 

Principals Report. 

Remote learning is a major focus for DET and the school.  Daily outlines sent to support 

students were discussed at length.  The main focus is to improve the process of returning to 

remote learning and to assist all students and parents during this period. Our thanks to 

those families for their support and help with Remote Learning. 

The Capital Works project was discussed in great detail and excitement.  The process is 

moving very quickly with three architects inspecting the school campus during the term 

holidays. The tender process was still in progress with all submissions being of exceptional 

quality.  The winning architect has now been announced. 

The next stage will involve a lot of consultation with community groups, students and 

parents providing the opportunity for input, a vital part of the school development. 

The leadership team thanks to everyone that replied to the Parent Capital Works survey. 

We welcome all feedback and encourage those families invited, to take part in this survey. 

Other reports. 

A number of reports weren’t tabled due to timing, namely Finance, OHSC, Parents 

Association, Facilities and Education Committee. 

These reports will be tabled during our August meeting. 

General Business. 

The topic of remote learning was discussed in depth with Council members.  Questions 

asking questions on processes and effects of remote learning. Feedback welcomed from 

students and families and will use the data to continue to improve our processes. 

Sadly, there are a number of events on hold due to restrictions.  We’re awaiting instruction 

from DET as to whether future events can go ahead.   

The next Council Meeting to be held on 25th August 2021.  Questions are welcome. 

Take care. 

 

Scott Siega 

President – School Council  

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE - JULY 
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Introducing Story Box Library! 
We are delighted to let you know about an education resource that is available to your child at 

home as part of our school subscription – Story Box Library. Your child can watch favourite stories, 

read aloud by fabulous storytellers, at home as well as in the classroom.  

Reading aloud to children, in particular by diverse and engaging storytellers, greatly improves 

language and literacy skills, especially in the early years of a child’s development. Story Box Library 

is committed to supporting and engaging the practice of storytelling. It is intended for use as a 
complementary form of delivering the precious experience of being read aloud to, in order to 

improve children’s lives. Connecting children with literature through the complementary medium of 

film, providing a vibrant, interactive experience via a diverse range of storytellers sharing the best of 

our local children’s picture books.  

To access Story Box Library at home:  

1. Visit www.storyboxlibrary.com.au  

2. Choose Log In from the top right corner of the screen  

3. Log in using the username and password - shared on Compass Newsfeed 

4. Enjoy the library of stories on any device with internet connection  

Please note the following features:  

• Story Box Library regularly adds new stories, so is an ever-growing library 

• Content is aimed at Prep/Foundation through to Year 6 students  

• Includes a range of short films inspired by our stories, creators and storytellers  

• Resources are provided for each story, including Classroom Ideas, Activity Time and Student 

Task Sheets – all designed to assist at-home learning  

• Captions can be turned on or off for each story  

• Story Box Library is a safe online space free from advertising  

 

Enjoy! Please get in touch with any questions or feedback you have.  

 

Yvette Holdsworth, MPPS Librarian.  

yvette.holdsworth@education.vic.gov.au 

http://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/
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Remote & Flexible Learning 6.0 
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Remote Learning - The Arts 
Check out these amazing student work examples! 

Please check out the Arts Story Time for some updated stories read by Christine.  

https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/arts/the-arts-story-time/  
I would love to hear what you think, so be sure to leave a comment on the post! 

Adeline’s Dragon Eye 

Andy’s Landscape  

Hannah’s Song writing activity 

Clara’s Winter Landscape  

Isla’s Tiny Art  

Kyla’s Landscape  Jemima’s Landscape  

Freya’s Tiny Art Show 

Bailey’s Turtle drawing  Edan’s Mirka Mora  

inspired Doll house  

Rhys’s Tiny Art Show 

https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/arts/the-arts-story-time/
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Great video analysis from the 5/6 students. Their task was to watching a striking and fielding game and analyse it and answer 

questions: 

1. What skills are required to play striking and fielding games-Catching, throwing, bowling or pitching, batting, fielding, running. 

2. Where were the fielders standing in relation to where the ball was?-  Covering all angles. Standing fairly close to the batter. 

3. What skills are transferrable to other striking and fielding sports? – catching, running, throwing. 

4. Where were the batters aiming to strike the ball to? – In the outfield because the fielders were standing close. 

5. How did the fielders aim to get the batters out? – By making them go for big plays and hoping they won’t be able to do it. 

6. What is the striking (offensive) team aiming to do? – Get as many runs as they can. They have to be patient. 

7. What is the fielding (defensive) team aiming to do? – Stop them from getting runs and trying to get them out. 

8. Did any players make risky decisions? - A few times Gill and the others went for sixes when they could’ve just made fours. But it 

turned out well. Once Pajaro hit it high which is really risky because it gives them time to get to it if you hit the wrong trajectory. 

Rahane went for a six. Washington did a moonball. Pant fell over to hit the ball off balance so he probably should’ve have dodged 

it. 

By Sascha Nelson 

PE News! 

Interschool Sports 

Due to the current lockdown, School Sports Victoria (SSV) have decided to cancel regional competition for  

Winter Sports. This means that MPPS will not be participating in the regional hockey 7’s competition.  

Other Winter Sports that are cancelled are AFL, soccer, netball and teeball. 

 

EDPSSA Athletics 

Due to the current lockdown, the district athletics has been postponed. No date has been decided yet. 

Great to see these foundation 

students practicing their  

overarm throw. Great job! 

Mahlia from 1/2 practicing 

her kicking. Great follow 

through of her kicking leg. 

Well Done! 

Zane from 3/4 is 

practicing his two 

handed strike  

using equipment 

around the home. 

Ella from 5/6 practicing her 

two handed strike and 

batting tactics during the 

striking and fielding unit. 
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LEARNING Star… Name Reason 

Foundation A 

Mae Risson 

Cameron 

Whyte 
For completing some excellent story writing about his villain. 

Foundation B  

Paul Luu 

Greesha 

Rupra 
For trying her best and always putting in her best effort during 

learning time. Keep it up, Greesha! 

Foundation C  

Nicola Scott 

Gabriella 

Biscocho 
For working hard on all her learning tasks during remote 

learning! Well done Gabriella! 

1/2 A 

Taylor Reid 
Talia Parisi 

Attending WebEx drop in sessions and working hard to finish 

her learning tasks. 

1/2 B  

Antony Brock Ayaan Tayal 
For always being excited about your learning- coming into our 

Webex open classroom to ask questions and share your work 

proudly. 

1/2 C  

Shannon Radford 
Diesel Enaty 

For always attending Webex meetings and trying his best in all 

learning. Well done Diesel! 

1/2 D  

Jenny Clark 
Kirtley 

Sheppard 

For an awesome information text about cheetahs, 

demonstrating carefully thought through presentation and 

extra research to find different facts. 

3/4 A  

Zoe Pirotta/Nicole Macrae 

Holly 

Chapman 

For her persistence and hard work, in all areas of her 

learning. 

3/4 B 

Matthew Feeley 

Sara 

Stamatova 
For working extremely hard to improve her multiplication 

strategies both at home and at school. 

3/4 C  

Meredith Anderson 

Jack 

Mikkelsen 
For working hard to improve his bookwork and remain 

focused on his learning. 

3/4 D  

Lee Pregnell 
Emily Harry 

For her persistence and hard work in her maths small 

group. 

3/4 E  

Stef Lipoma 
Corvin Escurel For applying himself  to every task posted on the 3/4 blog. 

5/6 A  

Libby Haigh 

Ayden 

Senkaya 
For applying himself to the task of learning division and 

showing great understanding of strategies to use. 

5/6 B  

Candice Ryan 
Taj Lardner 

For working hard to demonstrate his understanding of his 

division strategies. Keep it up Taj! 

5/6 C  

Holly Coleman 

Tia 

Karavangelis 
For sharing her thoughtful ideas and opinions about her book 

club book. 

Arts 

Christine Caminiti 

Cameron 

Whyte 
For his colourful drawing of 'crab' the turtle. 

Italian (LOTE) 

Nancy Berardone 

Cameron 

Whyte 
For his amazing sounding out of Italian number words, and for 

his fantastic effort. Ottimo! 

Physical Education  

Stef Modesti 
Hannah Ristig 

For her great reflection on her bowling technique during our 

Striking and Fielding unit. Well Done! 
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ROCC Star… Name Reason 

Foundation A 

Mae Risson 
Macy 

Zappulla 
For demonstrating respect by listening to others and 

thoughtfully contributing to discussions 

Foundation B  

Paul Luu 
Elilta Michael 

For always having a positive attitude, even in challenging 

situations, and treating others with care. 

Foundation C  

Nicola Scott Bailey Creed 
For his ongoing enthusiasm during Remote learning and 

always attending WebEx sessions with a positive attitude! Go 

Bailey! 

1/2 A 

Taylor Reid 
Isla Burgess 

For remaining optimistic during Remote Learning this week 

and bringing enthusiasm and positivity to WebEx meetings. 

1/2 B  

Antony Brock 

Henry 

Holderhead 
for keeping optimistic and giving things a try while we’ve 

been learning from home. 

1/2 C  

Shannon Radford 
Sam Terbogt 

For being optimistic during remote learning and always trying 

his best while working from home. Well done Sammy! 

1/2 D  

Jenny Clark Ben Nguyen 
For being such a regular participant in remote Learning 

meetings, and coming along to all of our open rooms every 

day! 

3/4 A  

Zoe Pirotta/Nicole Macrae 

Rosemary 

Mendo 

For her optimism throughout remote learning, and for 

being a caring and respectful class member. 

3/4 B 

Matthew Feeley 

Lulamae Di 

Florio-Pulis 
For being a positive member of our Webex meetings by 

offering others help and support when they need it. 

3/4 C  

Meredith Anderson 
Pippa Burgess 

For demonstrating great resilience and positivity even when 

faced with challenging technology! 

3/4 D  

Lee Pregnell 
Lachlan 

Browne 
For attending Webex meetings with a positive attitude and 

trying his best in all learning tasks. 

3/4 E  

Stef Lipoma 

Emma 

Blischke 
For being reflective learner and asking clarifying questions 

when unsure. 

5/6 A  

Libby Haigh 
Max Burlak 

For your positive and enthusiastic participation in all Webex 

meetings and your ability to listen to and support others. 

5/6 B  

Candice Ryan 

Atticus Di 

Florio-Pulis 
For showing enthusiasm towards his learning and sharing his 

thoughts and opinions during our Webex meetings. 

5/6 C  

Holly Coleman 
Isla Smith For always attending WebEx meetings with a positive attitude. 

Arts 

Christine Caminiti 
Avery 

Hutchison 
For her respectful participation and positive contributions to 

the Arts Webex meetings. 

Italian (LOTE) 

Nancy Berardone 
Liana Patel 

For being an enthusiastic and positive learner during remote 

learning. Ottimo! 

Physical Education  

Stef Modesti 
Elilta Michael 

For her motivation and positive attitude to get her PE work 

done. Great Effort. 
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Newsletter 

The newsletter will be published for the first two weeks in February and then published fortnightly  

thereafter. The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to 

read it! The newsletter will be sent out to all families via Compass. Families will be able to access the 

newsletter via Compass and on the school website.  

How to access the school newsletter: 

 

1. View it on the COMPASS Newsfeed: https://mpp-vic.compass.education/  
2. Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/     

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

August 23 

 

August 24 

 

August 25 

 

School Council 

Meeting 

Newsletter 

August 26 

 

August 27 

 

August 30 August 31 

 

September 1 

 

September 2 

 

September 3 

Father’s Day Stall 

TBC 

September 6 September 7 

 

September 8 

Newsletter 

September 9 

2022 Foundation 

Familiarisation #1 

September 10 

September 13 September 14 

 

September 15 September 16 

 

 

 

September 17 

 

Last Day Term 3 

2:20pm Finish 

Assembly TBC 

 

October 4 

Start of Term 4 

October 5 October 6 

Newsletter 

October 7 

2022 Foundation 

Familiarisation #2 

October 8 

October 11 October 12 October 13 October 14 

2022 Foundation 

Familiarisation #3 

Assembly 

October 15 

October 18 October 19 October 20 

Newsletter 

October 21 October 22 

Italian Day 

October 25 October 26 October 27 

School Council 

Meeting 

October 28 

Assembly 

October 29 

2022 Foundation 

Transition #1 

TERM 3 2021 CALENDAR 

    Year 3/4 Camp          Year 3/4 Camp           Year 3/4 Camp    

TERM 4 2021 CALENDAR 

Book Week    

https://mpp-vic.compass.education/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/

