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As I reflect on term three, I am continually amazed by our wonderful 

school community. It has been a long, difficult, and tiring term with many 

challenges along the way. We really appreciate the resilience, optimism 

and support shown by our parents/carers and staff in supporting our 

students with Remote and Flexible Learning. We would all rather be 

onsite in the classrooms than online for this extended period, but 

everyone’s collective effort has contributed to making the best of this 

current situation. 

 

The term will finish on Friday 17th September. We hope that all our 

students and families get some time to relax and unwind, away from 

computer screens. We look forward to seeing the students for the first 

day of term four on Monday 4th October. Please look out for 

announcements through the Compass Newsfeed regarding whether we 

are onsite or Remote and Flexible Learning from home. 

 

Next week teachers will be holding their term four planning day on 

Wednesday 15th September. All classes will have a 9am whole class 

Webex to mark the roll, and to discuss and unpack the learning tasks. 

There will be no small group sessions with classroom teachers on this day. 

Specialist classes will continue at their usual times. Further information will 

be forwarded by teachers later in the week. 

 

We invite parents to check out our latest virtual assembly from last week 

on the Student Representative Council (SRC) Blog at https://

sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/src/. This video features our ROCC Star and 

Learning Star awards and also a presentation about Book Week from 

the students of Year 1/ 2 A. 

Thanks to 1/ 2 A’s teacher Taylor Reid and to the School Captain team, 

Miles, Gracie, Audrey and Isabella for their preparation, presenting, 

filming and editing of the assembly.  
 

RUOK? 

Thursday 9th September is R U OK? Day 2021. The R U OK? Day message 

this year is 'Are they really OK? Ask them today.'  

 

The ups and downs of life can affect each of us differently. Sometimes it 

won’t be obvious that someone is struggling, but having the support of 

family, friends and close colleagues can help us better navigate the 

challenges that come our way.  

 

Don't wait until someone is visibly distressed or in crisis to ask them how 

they're really going. Make a moment meaningful and ask "are you OK?" 

Your conversation could change a life.  
 

What can you do to support R U OK?Day?  

• Consider how you can make staying connected and asking "are 

you OK?" a part of your everyday 

• Learn when and how to ask R U OK? 

• Start a conversation and help make a difference  

• Share the message with your friends, family and colleagues by 

using our FREE resources 
• Join the R U OK? Day online event at 12:30pm AEST on Thursday 9 

September.  
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2021 Term Dates: 
Term 3 - 12th July to 17th Sept 
Term 4 - 4th Oct to 17th Dec 
 
Dates to Note: 
 

September 

17th - Last Day of Term 2:20pm Finish 

 

October 

4th - Start of Term 4 

7th - Foundation Familiarisation 2022 #1 

14th - Foundation Familiarisation 2022 #2 

22nd - Italian Day 

29th - Foundation Transition 2022 #1 

 

November 

1st - Student Free Day 

2nd - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

5th - Foundation Transition 2022 #2 

 

 
Parent’s Association Meetings 
2021 - 9th September 

          - 14th October 

          - 18th November 

 

Access the latest school newsletter 

through the Compass Newsfeed or 

through the School Website at: http://

www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/

newsletters/  
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A range of health and wellbeing documents have been shared through the Compass Newsfeed and in the 

School Newsletter as a support during Remote and Flexible Learning. These are all available in the 

Communication section of the school website at Support During Remote and Flexible Learning. Attached are 

two health and wellbeing articles for parents: Modelling Self-Kindness and Wellbeing Strategies for Parents. 

These include some positive strategies for nurturing our own wellbeing as we support our families through 

these challenging times. 

 

If you or your family are struggling, please reach out to your School. Your family GP is also a good person to 

talk to about your concerns. During the pandemic many health care professionals have adjusted their access 

to include telehealth and videoconferencing. Contact your local GP or health care provider for further 

details. 

 

Lockdown Challenge: MPPS Families ROCC! 

One of the best qualities of Moonee Ponds Primary School is the strength and connectedness of our 

community! With all the restrictions this year, coming together as a school is something we have really missed. 

To celebrate our MPPS community, we have launched this fun family friendly activity to build our sense of 

belonging and connectedness and acknowledge and promote our school values. We are continuing this 

challenge, extending the final submission date to the end of term three (17th September). Check out the 

‘Lockdown Challenge: MPPS Families ROCC!’ poster in the coming pages for all the details.  

 

NAPLAN results 

The school received our students’ NAPLAN results last week. Parents will have received their child’s results via 

post. The staff and School Council will analyse these results next term and make recommendations for the 

future. Late in October the results will be published in the parent download section of the school website. We 

will let you know when this is uploaded.  

 

Draft Policies – Feedback request 

School Council is currently reviewing the following policies: 

• Home Learning (Homework) Policy 

• Gifted and Talented Policy 

• Can be found on www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/ 

Families are invited to read the above policies and provide feedback no later than Wednesday 15th 

September 2021. To provide feedback, download the above policy, annotate the document and email 

this or any feedback via email to the Education Policy subcommittee 

at moonee.ponds.ps@education.vic.gov.au, with the subject “Policy Feedback”. Alternatively submit 

any written feedback directly to the office. 

 

Events 

Unfortunately, due to the current restrictions the Year 3/ 4 Camp has been cancelled. 

The MVIMP Combined Concert (scheduled for November 11th) has been changed to be an MPPS only 

MVIMP concert held on the school grounds. More information regarding the event details will be forwarded 

closer to the date. 

Our 2022 Foundation students’ familiarisation session has been moved to October 7th. Due to the restrictions, 

we hope to have two familiarisation sessions and then three transition sessions in November.  

  

Postponed 

• Whole School Olympics Day will be postponed (date TBC) 

• District Athletics has been postponed (date TBC) 

• School Disco has been postponed (date TBC) 

• Three-Way Student Led Conferences will be postponed (date TBC after we are allowed back onsite) 

• Chess education will begin when back onsite 

  

Stay safe! 

 

Of course, if you have any queries or questions, please contact me at matthew.bott@education.vic.gov.au 

Matthew Bott  

PRINCIPAL REPORT (continued) 
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The August School Council meeting was held via WebEx due to current COVID restrictions. 

At the meeting, we were fortunate to hear directly from the team at Clarke Hopkins Clarke whom 

are the appointed architects for the capital works project. It was great to hear their holistic 

approach and Masterplan vision for our school.  

Correspondence 

Matt provided an overview of the correspondence which continues to be led with DET COVID 

restriction updates.  

Principal’s Report 

The August Principal report provided an update on the school events calendar scheduled for the 

rest of the year. Although some events have been cancelled, others have been postponed. The 

school remains optimistic and wants to ensure the students have some experiences this year.  

Matt also provided an update on the Remote and Flexible Learning program. The leadership team 

continue to monitor the weekly learning tasks to ensure consistency and support across the classes. 

Also mentioned in the report was the current response to the Parent (and Staff) Survey and review 

of the Year 5/6 Camp funding. 

Other Reports  

The August subcommittee reports for Finance, Facilities, Parents Association, Education and OHSC 

where all reviewed as tabled and ratified. 

General Business 

General business included discussions and an update on the Moonee Valley Racecourse 

Development and changes to School policies. 

The next School Council Meeting will be held as an extraordinary meeting on 6th October 2021. This 

additional meeting is being held to discuss the School Capital Works Project. 

Jenny Senkaya 

School Council Member 

SCHOOL COUNCIL - AUGUST UPDATE 
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The Arts 

Emily Adeline 
Mahlia’s dragon eye 

Hayley 

Mina Louis Edan 

Matty’s Landscape Zane’s Landscape 

Lulamae Allegra Logan 

Abby 
Lucie 

KyMinh 

Avery Eva 

Foundation Henri Matisse Inspired Collage 

Year 1&2 Frida Kahlo Self Portraits 

Year 3&4 MPPS at 3.20 pm (Inspired by John Brack’s Collins St. at 5pm) 

Charlotte Smith 

Year 5&6 David 

Hockney- Still life 

drawings  
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Year 3/4 – Learning the names for the 

parts of the face  

Allegra    Lucy S-Y 

Daniel   

Jemima   

Mia R.  

Year 1/2 – Expressing preferences 

Owen: Mi piace. (I like it.)                                                                                                                                                                               

Lexi: Non mi piace tanto. (I don’t really 

like it) 

Scarlett: Non mi piace proprio. ( I don’t 

like it at all). 

Prep – Quanti anni hai? (How old are you?)  

Zara: Ho cinque anni. (I am 5 years old.) 

Beau using this question in a different way. 

The animal’s response: Ho due anni. (I am two 

years old.) 

Liana : Ho cinque anni. ( I am 5 years old.) 

Italian News 

Prep - Counting  

Beau: Counting real  

life objects 

Year 3/4 –  Describing hair and 

eyes in Italian 
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1/2 Information Texts 
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PE News! 

This week Year 5/6 students had 

to write up a fitness circuit.  

Look at these foundation 

students Beau and Edan 

practicing their punt kick. 

Keep up the great job! 

Here is Mabel and 

Alannah from Year 

1/2 practicing their 

punt kick. Future 

AFL stars! 

The Year 3/4 students looked at 

their local community and places 

they could be active. Check out the 

great maps! 

By Allegra Petale  

By Kyla Rigby 

By Ky Lam Doan 

By Lulamae 

Di Florio-

Pulis 

By Zane Gray 

Here is Alannah from 

Year 1/2 getting her 

daily 30 
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LEARNING Star… Name Reason 

Foundation A 

Mae Risson 

Eva 

Giannarakis 

For completing some amazing writing and working hard in all her 

small groups online. Well done! 

Foundation B  

Paul Luu Rafael Maiotti 
For trying his best during home learning. You have shown improved 

focus during meetings and tried to do as much learning as possible. 

Keep it up, Rafael. 

Foundation C  

Nicola Scott 
Leo Carter 

For working really hard on his writing and for completing an amazing 

story! Well done Leo! 

1/2 A 

Taylor Reid 
Hayley Cocks 

For trying her best in all tasks during remote learning. I love how you 

produce your very best work in all that you do, Hayley. 

1/2 B  

Antony Brock 
Emily Crosato 

For always being ready to learn in our Webex classes.  I love how you 

share your ideas and ask great questions. 

1/2 C  

Shannon Radford 
Eloise Bunton 

For always trying her best in all tasks during remote learning and 

always wanting to challenge herself. Well done Eloise! 

1/2 D  

Jenny Clark 
Zane Hussein 

For trying hard to practise your writing goals in Lightning Writing, and 

using paragraphs and speech marks. 

3/4 A  

Zoe Pirotta/Nicole Macrae Chloe Rizzas 
For working hard in remote learning, sharing thoughtful ideas in 

WebEx classes, and being prompt in uploading her great work into 

OneNote. 

3/4 B 

Matthew Feeley 
Harshika 

Natarajan 

For respecting all of her peers during WebEx meetings by allowing 

others to have a turn at sharing and by helping her classmates 

complete tasks. Well done, Harshika! 

3/4 C  

Meredith Anderson 
Caitlyn Yeow 

For her thoughtful and well-considered contributions to book club, 

generating interesting discussions! 

3/4 D  

Lee Pregnell 
Eli Nelson For his thoughtful contributions to his Book Club 

3/4 E  

Stef Lipoma 
Reuben 

Williams 
For contributing to book club discussions in a purposeful manner. 

5/6 A  

Libby Haigh 

Mariana 

Gomez 

For your insightful reflections and connections when reading a new 

text for book week. 

5/6 B  

Candice Ryan 
Sascha Nelson 

For using strong figurative language during our poetry unit. Well 

done! 

5/6 C  

Holly Coleman 
Evan Roubos For writing a great poem about Chelsea. Well done! 

Arts 

Christine Caminiti 
Bailey Creed  For his colourful and creative Henri Matisse inspired collage. 

Italian (LOTE) 

Nancy Berardone 
Jemima  

McClelland 
For creating a fantastic Italian quiz using PowerPoint and for seeking 

ways in which to challenge herself. Ottimo! 

Physical Education  

Stef Modesti 
Jimmy Grozos-

Wishart 
For his hard work to create a mini-golf course at home and creative 

videomaking skills. Very Impressive! 
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ROCC Star… Name Reason 

Foundation A 

Mae Risson 
Adam Wendes 

For attending all his small groups with optimism and always trying his 

best. Well done! 

Foundation B  

Paul Luu 
Max Mendo 

For showing care for others. It is really nice to see you always ready 

and willing to support others, Max. 

Foundation C  

Nicola Scott Matilda Um 
For showing optimism during remote learning and attending small 

WebEx sessions with a big smile and ready to learn attitude! Go 

Matilda! 

1/2 A 

Taylor Reid 
Adeline 

Pattichis 
For showing respect to others in WebEx meetings and remaining 

optimistic while we have been learning from home. 

1/2 B  

Antony Brock 
Mabel Dicker 

For keeping optimistic and trying hard in all your work while we have 

been learning from home. 

1/2 C  

Shannon Radford 
Paige Kreuzer 

For always coming to our Webex classes ready to learn and with a 

positive and optimistic attitude. Well done Paige! 

1/2 D  

Jenny Clark Oliver Flynn 
For being so optimistic and putting in an absolutely fabulous effort 

during Lockdown 6.0, and doing all the work to your best ability. Well 

done Oliver! 

3/4 A  

Zoe Pirotta/Nicole Macrae 
Ella Khabbaz 

For her cheerful optimism in WebEx meetings, and being a respectful 

and caring class member, who is always willing to help others. 

3/4 B 

Matthew Feeley 
Declan 

McDowell 

For displaying an outstanding amount of effort during remote 

learning by sharing his thoughts and ideas during all WebEx 

meetings. Well done, Declan! 

3/4 C  

Meredith Anderson 
Nina Cartwright 

For her enthusiasm and positivity in all of our whole-class and small 

group sessions. It is great to see your smiling face every day! 

3/4 D  

Lee Pregnell 
Kerry Qui 

For his ability to have a laugh and being a strong contributor to his 

small groups. 

3/4 E  

Stef Lipoma 
William Dorrat 

For extending his understanding of maths strategies  in an online 

environment. 

5/6 A  

Libby Haigh 
Aisha Taleb 

For demonstrating fantastic organisational skills, completing all tasks 

and uploading work during remote learning. 

5/6 B  

Candice Ryan 

John 

Giannarakis 

For being an active and enthusiastic participant during our Webex 

groups. Well done, John! 

5/6 C  

Holly Coleman 
Lucie Arnott 

For always bringing joy and enthusiasm to our WebEx groups and 

confidently sharing her opinions. 

Arts 

Christine Caminiti 
Leon 

Michaelidis ½ A 

For his enthusiastic participation during our Arts Webex meetings. 

Leon always contributes respectfully to our classes. It's fantastic 

having him in the meetings. Well done! 

Italian (LOTE) 

Nancy Berardone 
Greesha Rupra 

For being a fantastic learner of Italian  and for always trying to do her 

best. Ottimo! 

Physical Education  

Stef Modesti 
Hayley Cocks For her positive attitude that she brings to the PE Webex meetings. 
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Newsletter 

The newsletter will be published for the first two weeks in February and then published fortnightly  

thereafter. The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to 

read it! The newsletter will be sent out to all families via Compass. Families will be able to access the 

newsletter via Compass and on the school website.  

How to access the school newsletter: 

 

1. View it on the COMPASS Newsfeed: https://mpp-vic.compass.education/  
2. Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/     

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

September 6 September 7 

 

September 8 

Newsletter 

September 9 

 

September 10 

September 13 September 14 

 

September 15 September 16 

 

 

 

September 17 
Last Day Term 3 

2:20pm Finish 

 

October 4 

Start of Term 4 

October 5 October 6 

Newsletter 

October 7 

2022 Foundation 

Familiarisation #1 

October 8 

October 11 October 12 October 13 October 14 

2022 Foundation 

Familiarisation #2 

Assembly 

October 15 

October 18 October 19 October 20 

Newsletter 

October 21 October 22 

Italian Day 

October 25 October 26 October 27 

School Council 

Meeting 

October 28 

Assembly 

October 29 

2022 Foundation 

Transition #1 

November 1 

 

November 2 

Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday 

November 3 November 4 November 5 

2022 Foundation 

Transition #2 

November 8 November 9 November 10 November 11 November 12 

2022 Foundation 

Transition #3 

TERM 3 2021 CALENDAR 

TERM 4 2021 CALENDAR 

https://mpp-vic.compass.education/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/

