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2021 Term Dates:
Term 4 - 4th Oct to 17th Dec
Dates to Note:
November

19th - Student Free Curriculum Day
24th - School Council Meeting
25th - 5/6 Health Ed
25th - Foundation Movie Night
29th-3rd Dec - Year 5/6 Camp

PRINCIPAL REPORT
As we move halfway through the term it has been great to see all our
students learning and enjoying their time at school.
While some classes have had challenges due to positive COVID cases
onsite it, has been pleasing to see and hear the learning in classes, and
all students demonstrating optimism and a positive attitude.
This is a challenging time for our community, and we appreciate
everyone’s efforts to remain positive and kind towards each other.
I again thank our families that have supported students isolating due to
having a positive case onsite. We really appreciate everyone following
the directions provided. We also send our very best wishes to our families
who may be managing a positive covid case in their home or their
extended family. We wish those affected by COVID a speedy recovery
and the best of health.
A reminder that our last Curriculum Student Free Day for the year is
scheduled for this Friday (19th November). This day is part of the MPPS
assessment schedule where teachers review assessment tasks, moderate
student work and write reports. Please mark it into your calendars.
OSHClub will be providing their services to assist families on this day as
well.

Reminders:
A couple of quick reminders for parents/carers.

December

7th - Year 7 Orientation Day
7th - Three-Way Student Led Conferences
13th - Year 6 Graduation
14th - Year 6 Park Lunch
15th - Reports Sent Home on Compass
15th - School Council Meeting
16th - Year 3-6 Poolside Picnic
17th - End of Term 4 and 1:20pm dismissal

Parent’s Association Meetings
2021 - 18th November
Access the latest school newsletter
through the Compass Newsfeed or
through the School Website at: http://
www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
newsletters/

Anyone unwell must remain at home and get tested for COVID-19
with a PCR test, even with the mildest of symptoms.
No sharing of food is currently allowed - this includes birthday cakes or
treats. We are still allowed to celebrate birthdays and sing Happy
Birthday, but we will need to postpone the birthday treats until the
restrictions change.
Unfortunately, due to density limits we are still unable to have parents/
carers at assemblies. We will be filming the class presentation and the
student Learning and ROCC Star awards and sharing these for families
to watch via the Student Representative Council (SRC) blog. Previous
assemblies from Term 3 and Term 4 are also available for viewing:
https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/src/. Remember to access this you will need
to log in using your child’s Office 365 log in and password. If you need
this information again, please chat with your child’s teacher or call the
school office.
School Events update
School Disco and End of Term Lunch will be held on Friday 10th
November. Information regarding ordering the Subway lunch are
provided in the coming pages. The disco will be a students and staff only
event held during the school day. Thank you to our Parents Association
volunteers for they organisation and perseverance in ensuring this event
for our students go ahead.
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PRINCIPAL REPORT (continued)
Year 2 Sleep Over - Due to classes currently being in isolation, the year 2 sleepover has been postponed.
Thank-you to all Year 1/2 families for your flexibility and understanding.
Year 4 Sleep Over - To support the Year 4 students who missed out on camp last year and this year we will be
holding a Year 4 Sleep Over at school on Thursday 9th December. Arrangements are currently being finalised
and will be shared in the coming days via Compass.
Foundation 2022 Transition - This Friday, our 2022 Foundation students will be attending school for their first
transition/familiarisation session in preparation for next year. There will also be an additional session on
Wednesday 24th November after school, and a final session during the school day on Friday 3 rd December.
Three-Way Student Led Conferences - Families will be invited in the next week to make an appointment with
their class teacher for the Three-Way Student Led Conferences to be held online via Webex on Tuesday 7th
December. Information regarding booking will be shared via Compass.
Classes for 2022
Next year we will have an expected enrolment of 344 students across the school.
In 2022 we will have the following class structure:
Foundation (two classes)
Year One/Two (five classes)
Year Three/Four (four classes)
Year Five/Six (four classes)

Information regarding Home Group structures was included in previous editions for parents and is again
repeated in the coming pages.
We will be continuing with the same specialist classes: Arts (Performing and Visual), Physical Education and
Italian.
Whole School “Move Up” sessions
Students from foundation to year 5 will participate in four formal “move up” (transition) sessions beginning
today (Wednesday 17th November). These sessions focus on providing general information about the year
level above, and literacy & numeracy curriculum information to assist students with the transition.
Transitions, including the move-up sessions are a great opportunity for students to practice their growth
mindset. It is important that children can acknowledge their feelings, name their thinking and reframe
unhelpful thoughts to helpful thoughts. Any change is uncomfortable but also an opportunity for students to
practice their coping strategies for working outside their comfort zone (with new experiences and in new
environments). This mindset is reflected in ‘optimism’, one of our key school values. The move-up sessions
support students to feel confident and minimise any anxiety they may feel as they make the transition to their
next year level. We encourage you to discuss these sessions with your child/ren in the coming weeks. If they
are feeling nervous, it is a great opportunity to prompt students with strategies they are learning in
mindfulness, as part of the Zones of Regulation and in our Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships
program.
Families leaving the school - In addition, if there are any families who will be leaving the school could you
please notify the office as soon as possible to arrange a transfer note.
Connect (1:1 device program)
Students in Year 2 and 3 will have received details regarding this program through Compass last week.
The eConnect program is a non-compulsory 1:1 mobile device program for all students currently in years 3, 4,
5 & 6. Next year this will be available for your child as they are going into Year 3 or 4.
This program provides the opportunity for our students to enter a new world of curriculum possibilities,
enhancing students’ engagement and involvement in their learning by having their own mobile device to
take to class and home each day. It also assists with teaching the students about safe online usage and
Cyber Safety.
Details can be found at: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/
eConnect_note_and_details_for_2022.pdf
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PRINCIPAL REPORT (continued)
Booklists
These were sent home via Compass a few weeks ago. If you have not received them you can download
them from the school website in the parent download section (http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/
community/ password: mpps) or contact the school office. We encourage families to complete the booklist
order before the end of the year. Please click on the link (https://booklist.paperchase.com.au/paperchase)
to purchase the recommended booklist through the preferred school supplier. Alternatively, parents can
source items from a supplier of your choice.
Home Group Structure at MPPS - repeated
Towards the end of every school year, we organise learning environments and class structures for the
following school year. The configuration of these depend on a number of factors including anticipated
student enrolments, number of classes available, number of students in each class, resources, staff and
curriculum. The allocation of students to home groups is based on a balance of gender and students’ social,
emotional and academic needs. Home groups also reflect teacher recommendations and parent feedback
where possible. At Moonee Ponds Primary, we have had multi-age classes as well as single-age classes across
the school.
As our Mission states; we want all learning potential maximised and all students
empowered to become active, inspired and courageous citizens. To this end, staff
develop a knowledge and understanding of each student’s development; where they
are now in their learning, where they need to go next and how best to support them. We
do this through our values of respect, optimism, care and collaboration.
Multi-age or Straight grades?
Learning and growth happens developmentally and not just because of age. In any class, the
developmental range can be up to 7 years. At MPPS when planning, teachers adopt a developmental
approach to teaching and learning. They differentiate according to the needs of the students and not
according to age.
Research shows that students do not learn more or less whether in single or multi-age classes. There is no
significant academic achievement difference; particularly when learning is targeted to need, not age. There
are however benefits of multi-age classes.
Students have the opportunity to act as mentors through modelling routines, appropriate behaviours and
acting as expert learners for the other students. They are able to practise the skills they have learnt by
teaching them to the students unfamiliar with new content. The beginning of the school year is more settled
as students integrate quickly into established class routines. Students build confidence and self-esteem
through helping each other in cooperative learning situations.
There are a wider range of people students can seek help from, rather than relying on the teacher to help
them all the time. Students are more confident to take risks in their learning. They operate better as part of a
group, are more assertive, develop a greater respect for individual differences, become more independent
learners and better problem-solvers. They also develop friendships outside of their standard age-groups.
Collaboration between students of different abilities benefits all individuals both academically and socially.
Students experience a wider range of roles including greater opportunity for leadership and responsibility.
Whether single-age or multi-age classes, a focus on achieving personal best instead of a particular grade
creates an authentic learning environment which values learning and the learning process.
Drop Off Zone
A quick reminder to families about the drop off zone!
The drop off zone is installed, monitored and policed by the Moonee Valley City Council (MVCC). They are
regularly patrolling to ensure everyone is safe around the school and the rules are followed. Please note
Rebecca and I are regularly out there too. This is to monitor the students and remind parents of the rules if
needed. Could all members of the community please ensure that they are using the designated crossings on
Bent and Wilson streets when accessing the school grounds; please ensure children do not cross in the drop
off zone or between cars.
Some major points that I encourage parents to adhere to, include:
−
Drivers MUST remain in the vehicle at all times (this means NOT getting out of the car- say your good
byes to your children before you get to school)
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PRINCIPAL REPORT (continued)
−

Students should always use the door on the foot path side (Students should also have their bag close by
ready to hop out unassisted)
−
Do NOT undertake a U-turn in Bent St and do not reverse park into the zone (please complete a lap
around the school)
In the afternoons, please:
−
Do NOT wait in the zone for more than 2 minutes. If your child is not waiting for you complete another
lap of the school until they arrive waiting for you at the zone. Waiting to leave home a bit later (after
3.20pm) or informing you child/ren to come straight to the waiting area will help ensure your child is at
the zone waiting to be picked up.
−
If the drop off zone is full, please do another lap of the school and DO NOT block cars in Bent St.
−
You cannot park in the Drop Off Zone between 3-4pm (and 8-9.30am), during this time it is a no
standing area and you can be fined.
−
Ensure you speak with your child to make sure they are waiting on the footpath (next to the crossing
person) ready to be picked up.
−
Thanks in advance for adhering to these rules.
Of course, if you have any queries or questions, please contact me at matthew.bott@education.vic.gov.au
Stay safe!
Matthew Bott
Principal
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SCHOOL COUNCIL - OCTOBER UPDATE
Once again, our Council meeting took place again via Webex without any apologies.
Correspondence.
DET had provided a proposed roadmap for the staged return of students as well as other topical
information such as staff vaccinations and the latest variation of their Operations Guide. Council
discussed this at length.
Finance.
All financial reports were tabled including the Balance Sheet, Operating Statement and cash
payments/receipts.
All reports were ratified by Council and I’m pleased to report once again that the School is
financially sound.
Principals Report.
A significant amount of time has been spent by the school executive assisting on assisting families
with information on COVID, air purifiers and the general return to school. It’s been an exhausting
schedule for the team and Council were appreciative of the Executive’s efforts.
Curriculum days were proposed at the start of term (first two days), then 26th April, 11th July and 14th
November.
Our discussion around the impending MVRC development was discussed. We’ve also engaged
with MVCC to have our concerns raised and hope to have engagement with the developers at
some stage in 2022.
Facilities.
Significant amount of time spent on discussing the upcoming fencing project as well as the
development works on the school. Matt and Beck were working on a video presentation and some
PDF documents for families to review and then a couple of Q & A’s. School Community
Works were carried out during the school holidays including electrical works, roofing of SPC, gutter
and stormwater cleaning.
Parents Association.
We discussed and approved the 2022 fundraising events schedule. We’re looking forward to these
events and are grateful for the support from PA members.

General Business.
Our next meeting is on the 24th November.
Questions are always welcome.

Scott Siega
President – School Council
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1 - ORDER FORM AVAILABLE THROUGH COMPASS
TOMORROW AND ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
FRIDAY 26TH NOV.
2 - ONCE ORDERS HAVE BEEN PLACED, PAYMENT
OPTIONS WILL BE SENT TO FAMILIES VIA
COMPASS.
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LEARNING Star…

Name

Reason

Foundation A
Mae Risson

Ishaan Sapkota

For working really hard on his writing, using spaces between his words
and practising his handwriting. Amazing work Ishaan!

Foundation B
Paul Luu

Lachlan Payne

For trying his best and having a go even when things are
challenging. Keep it up, Lachie!

Foundation C
Nicola Scott

Shivansh Dutt
Sharma

For trying really hard on his writing! Well done Shivansh!

1/2A
Taylor Reid

Rex Barnes

For working well independently and in groups, and showing his best
work when learning about fractions in Maths lessons.

1/2 B
Antony Brock

Samuel Senior

For the mature focus you have been bringing to your work all this
term. Well done!

Scarlett Pat

For always caring about doing your very best work in your reading
writing and maths. Well done!

Spencer
Hutchison

For always asking questions and trying his best in every single learning
activity while being a fantastic grade 2 leader and helping those
around him. Well done Spence!

1/2 C
Shannon Radford
1/2 D
Jenny Clark

Ben Nguyen

For using great multiplicative thinking to solve multiplication and
division problems!

Matthew Italia

For settling back into learning so easily and having a good go at
everything even though you missed a lot of the new information last
term!

3/4 A
Zoe Pirotta/Nicole Macrae

Daniel Darabi

For working hard on his learning tasks, and sharing his thinking on the
topic in class discussions.

3/4 B
Matthew Feeley

Cohen Talko

For working on staying focused during his learning time so that he
can complete his tasks with his best efforts.

Sadie Gilbert

For demonstrating resilience and persistence to applying her
mathematical thinking to complete our multiplication and division
work!

3/4 D
Lee Pregnell

Xavier Ferraro

For consistently being willing to sharing his thinking around his
learning.

3/4 E
Stef Lipoma

Maya Shemansky

For using precise word choice to enhance her writing.

5/6 A
Libby Haigh

Leo Pruden

For demonstrating the use of writer's craft in connecting to the
reader through his writing.

5/6 B
Candice Ryan

Darcey
Thompson

For working hard to engage her audience when writing narratives.
Well done!

5/6 C
Holly Coleman

Chloe Italia

For working hard on understanding percentages and fractions.

Arts
Christine Caminiti

Che Widdis

For demonstrating confidence and courage when acting out a
performance about the Drama element of

Italian (LOTE)
Nancy Berardone

Juliette Mahon

For being a positive and enthusiastic learner during Italian lessons.
Ottimo!

Physical Education
Stef Modesti

Estelle Arrigault

For working hard during the "Bounce in and out" unit and working
towards keeping her eyes forward whilst bouncing the ball.

3/4 C
Meredith Anderson
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ROCC Star…

Name

Reason

Foundation A
Mae Risson

Poppy Reid

For showing optimism by having a go at her writing, even when she
wasn’t sure. Keep it up Poppy!

Foundation B
Paul Luu

Elisa Borggreve

For showing care towards others in the class. It is great to see you
thinking about others. Well done, Elisa.

Foundation C
Nicola Scott

Estelle Arrigault

For showing care in the classroom and always making sure the
classroom is nice and clean! Thanks Estelle!

1/2A
Taylor Reid

Elodie Bayliss

Showing all ROCC values and confidence when returning to school
after remote learning.

1/2 B
Antony Brock

Hayden Hogan

For always being excited and optimistic about all your learning, and
being a helpful and kind work partner and friend

1/2 C
Shannon Radford

Dilan Senkaya

For always being optimistic about all tasks and ready for a challenge.
Especially in Math's! Well done Dilan

1/2 D
Jenny Clark

Mattea Pafumi

Mabel Appleton

For being so optimistic about your maths and developing a growth
mindset to work independently.
For being such a caring classmate, and always being willing to help
others when you have finished your work.

3/4 A
Joel Italia
Zoe Pirotta/Nicole Macrae

For being an optimistic and resilient class member, who is kind and
caring to his classmates.

3/4 B
Matthew Feeley

Jimmy Grozos
Wishart

For always being a respectful and kind class member willing to help
others. Well done.

3/4 C
Meredith Anderson

Isabelle Webb

For displaying resilience and a growth in the classroom when faced
with a challenge in your writing.

3/4 D
Lee Pregnell

Unal Ceylan

For always being a respectful and optimistic class member.

3/4 E
Stef Lipoma

Eliza Bloom

For making great choices during her lunchtimes and forming great
friends.

5/6 A
Libby Haigh

Mariana Gomez

For displaying a positive and optimistic attitude towards learning new
things in maths.

5/6 B
Candice Ryan

Isabella Ferraro

For being a supportive and helpful class member.

5/6 C
Holly Coleman

Evan Deprisco

For being a fantastic team captain for SEPEP.

Arts
Christine Caminiti

Elodie Bayliss

For showing an optimistic attitude when faced with the challenging
task of drawing a vase in visual arts class.

Italian (LOTE)
Nancy Berardone

Scarlett Pat

For always being a respectful classmate and for always caring about
her learning. Ottimo!

Physical Education
Stef Modesti

Paige Kreuzer

For being a kind and thoughtful student and following the PE
expectations. Keep it up!
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Resuming Friday 5th November!
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TERM 4 2021 CALENDAR
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

November 15

November 16

November 17

November 18

November 19

Newsletter

Student Free
Curriculum Day

November 22

November 23

November 24

November 25

School Council
Meeting

5/6 Health Ed

November 26

Online Assembly
Prep Movie Night

November 29

November 30

December 1

December 2

December 3

December 10

Year 5/6 Camp
Newsletter
December 6

December 7

December 8

December 9

Three-way
Conferences

5/6 Health Ed

Online Assembly

Year 7 Orientation
Day (State Schools)
December 13

December 14

December 15

December 16

December 17

Year 6 Graduation

Year 6 Park Lunch

Newsletter

Poolside Picnic

Last Day Term 4

School Council
Meeting

Reports available
via Compass

1:20pm Finish

TERM 1 2022 CALENDAR
January 24

January 25

January 26

January 27

January 28

School Holidays

School Holidays

School Holidays

School Holidays

Student Free
Curriculum Day

January 31

February 1

Student Free

Students return for
2022

Curriculum Day

February 2

February 3

February 4

Newsletter
The newsletter will be published for the first two weeks in February and then published fortnightly
thereafter. The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to
read it! The newsletter will be sent out to all families via Compass. Families will be able to access the
newsletter via Compass and on the school website.
How to access the school newsletter:
1.
2.

View it on the COMPASS Newsfeed: https://mpp-vic.compass.education/
Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/
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