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Welcome back to all our new and returning students and families to 

Moonee Ponds Primary School for the start of another year of learning.  

I again look forward to working with you all as we strive to achieve our 

mission, vision and values while continuing to navigate the 

circumstances around our current pandemic.  

 

Thank you to all our families that are following the COVIDSafe Guidelines 

within the ‘Return to School Guide for Parents/ Carers’. This was shared 

via Compass on Monday. If you haven’t read the guide, please do. Our 

goal is to all work together and play our part to ensure our community 

stays safe and well during this time. I have included some of the 

important information below. Any changes or updates to guidelines will 

be shared with the community through the newsfeed. Please continue 

to check Compass regularly. 

 

Thank you to everyone that has taken their Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) 

before they started school this week. The tests did identify some students 

who had contracted COVID 19 and subsequently were able to isolate 

rather than attending the first day of school. 

We ask that RATs are completed on Mondays and Thursdays before 

students come to school. Remember you only need to report their result 

if it is COVID-positive.  
 
Newsletter 

The newsletter will be published fortnightly (alternate week to the school 

assembly). The newsletter is the main source of communication from the 

school and I urge everyone to read it! Families will be able to access it 

via Compass and on the school website at www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-

school/newsletters/. 

 

At MPPS this year… 

Our enrolment in 2022 has remained consistent with 347 students 

enrolled this year. We welcome some new staff to MPPS: Archie Singh 

(Tutor), Stephanie Thompson, Ryan Lynch and Georgia Marks (all 

classroom teachers).  

 

Our school assemblies will again be held fortnightly with the first one 

scheduled for next week. Due to the current restrictions, the assembly 

will be virtual with details on how to access the assembly shared via the 

Compass Newsfeed and published on the SRC blog.  
At the assembly each fortnight a different class will present and 

celebrate an aspect of their learning. Student awards will also be 

announced. Our Student Achievement Award program acknowledges 

and celebrates learning and personal growth in all aspects of school life. 

It reflects our school mission, vision and values. Learning Star awards 

recognise personal learning growth and the “ROCC Star” awards 

celebrate the way students live our school values. (R= Respect, O= 
Optimism, C=Care, C= Collaboration).  
 
A reminder for everyone that school day starts at 9am and finishes at 

3.20pm. Parents please ensure your child arrives at school before 9am to 

maximise the beginning of the school day. The start of the day is when 

the daily schedule for learning is outlined for students, with learning 

activities beginning promptly. Students can often become anxious if  
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2022 Term Dates: 

Term 1 - 1st Feb to 8th Apr 

Term 2 - 26th Apr to 24th Jun 

Term 3 - 11th Jul to 16th Sep 

Term 4 - 3rd Oct to 20th Dec 

 

Dates to Note: 

February 

3rd - Foundation students begin 9:15am 

9th - No School for Foundation 

16th - No School for Foundation 

22nd - Parent Teacher Exchange (Webex) 

23rd - No School for Foundation 

        - Year 1-6 Swimming Carnival 

        - School Council Meeting 

25th - Year 5/6 Gala Sports 

March 

2nd - No School for Foundation 

 

Parent’s Association Meetings 

2022 - 10th February 

          - 10th March (AGM) 

 

Access the latest school newsletter 

through the Compass Newsfeed or 

through the School Website at: http://

www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/

newsletters/  
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they are late, even on one occasion, as entering the classroom when the students and teachers have begun 

the day is disruptive to their learning and can interrupt the learning of others.  
 
Students can only be on the school grounds during the hours when the yard is supervised. There is a teacher 

on yard duty from 8.45am before school and from 3.20-3.35pm in the afternoon. There is a second bell at 

3.35pm. All students whose parent or carer/guardian is not on the school grounds are to report to the yard 

duty teacher or the office when the second bell rings.  
 
Victoria’s Back to School Plan 

The measures set out in the Victorian Government’s Back-To-School plan will ensure every possible effort is 

made to ensure staff and students are safe and that schools remain open.  

The plan maintains the importance of the 3Vs: Ventilation, Vaccination and Vital COVIDSafe steps and 

introduces some new measures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Rapid Antigen testing 

Free rapid antigen tests will be available for the first 4 weeks of Term 1 2022. 

Twice-a-week testing will be strongly recommended for both students and staff. We are asking for students to 

take this test on Monday and Thursdays before school.  

The department will supply the tests to our school – you do not need to buy your own. The school has 

distributed all kits to families.  

Students and staff will do the tests at home; they only need to report their result if it is COVID-positive. They 

must report a COVID-positive result to: 

• the school by phone or the RA Test Portal; this is so the school can support them, record that they will be 

absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive 

case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms 

• the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call 

centre on 1800 675 398.  

Information about how to do a test and how to read RAT results, including a how-to video translated into 33 

languages, is available online. 

PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued) 
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Vaccination 

Parents and carers must have had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception (with 

limited exceptions) to enter school buildings. 

All staff working in schools need to be fully vaccinated or have a verified medical exception.  

COVID-19 vaccinations for students are not required for them to attend school but vaccination for students is 

highly encouraged. If your child has not yet had their first dose, please try to organise this before term begins. 

For more information on how to book a vaccination, including important information about vaccination for 

children aged 5 to 11, visit Vaccination information for children and teenagers.  

Ventilation 

As mentioned in the school newsletter in late December, our school has already received (from DET) air 

purifiers for all classrooms used by students. These will continue to be operational daily to maximise ventilation. 

We also have evaporative and spilt system cooling set to use outside air too. All systems have been sanitised 

and cleaned. 

Windows and doors will remain open (weather permitting) as well. 

Vital COVIDSafe Steps 

All the items listed in the guide have been implemented and will be closely monitored and managed. 

This includes the guidance for Social Distancing, Face Masks, and Hand Hygiene. 

Further information is provided in the Return to School Guide for Parents/ Carers available via Compass - 

https://mpp-vic.compass.education/ 

 

Parent Payments 

Yesterday we sent through a Compass Newsfeed (also provided below) regarding the parent payments. 

These can now be paid online through the Compass portal using Compass Pay. Alternatively, you can use 

the information and payment form and return to the school office with your payment details. Parent 

contributions continue to provide an important and critical source of funding which enables us to supply 

resources necessary to maximise successful delivery of our learning programs. For further information please 

refer to the Parent Payment Arrangements Policy - Parent Payment Arrangements Template (Primary) 

(mpp.vic.edu.au)  

If you have any questions or require any further information, please do not hesitate to call Esther in the school 

office.  
  
Information Nights (Foundation - Year 6) 

Each year the school runs information nights for parents/ carers. During these sessions teachers present 

information on classroom structures and processes, curriculum, homework and other important information. 

This year due to the current COVID restrictions we will be providing information for families via a video, which 

will include the information listed above. Families will also be able to ask questions or clarify aspects using on 

online form. The year level handbook will also be available for families to access. 

A copy of the presentation and handbooks will be available from Tuesday 15th February through the Parent 

Download section of the school website at: www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/community/ (password: mpps). 

 

Sun Smart 

With the hot weather and summer conditions, it is important for us all to be wary of the sun and the UV rays. 

We have a school Sun Smart policy which can be found at www.mpp.vic.edu.au/wp-content/

uploads/2013/05/MPPS-SunSmart-policy-2019.pdf. Please ensure you read through this document and ensure 

students have hats and sunscreen available when outdoors. Staff are on duty reminding students to be sun 

smart, particularly at our school sports events; however, I encourage parents to discuss this with your child 

beforehand as well to build their independence and sense of responsibility.  Remember students need to be 

wearing a hat during recess and lunch until the end of April. 

 

Parent-Teacher Exchange 

Our parent-teacher exchange will be held on Tuesday 22nd February, information regarding this will be sent 

home shortly via Compass. The purpose of this meeting is for you to inform your child’s teacher about your 

child’s learning style, strengths and challenges. It is also a great opportunity to meet the teacher and discuss 

the year ahead. Bookings will be made via Compass. Due to the current COVID 19 restrictions the exchange 

will be held via video conferencing (Webex). Further details will be shared shortly. 

PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued) 
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Drop Off Zone 

With many new parents at the school I encourage you to please ensure you read the information regarding 

the rules for the drop off zone. Included in this newsletter is the flyer from the council regarding this.  

The drop off zone is installed, monitored and policed by the Moonee Valley City Council (MVCC), not the 

school. They are regularly patrolling to ensure everyone is safe around the school and the rules are followed. 

Many parents have been fined for not obeying the road rules. Please note Rebecca and I are regularly out 

there too, this is to monitor the students and remind drivers of the rules if needed.  

Some major points that I encourage parents to adhere to, include: 

− Drivers MUST remain in the vehicle at all times (this means NOT getting out of the car! Say your good 

byes to your children before you get to school) 

− Students should always use the door on the foot path side (Students should also have their bag close by 

ready to hop out unassisted) 

− Do NOT undertake a U-turn in Bent St (please complete a lap around the school) 

In the afternoons, please: 

− Do NOT wait in the zone if your child is not there! If your child is not waiting for you complete another 

lap of the school until they arrive waiting for you at the zone. Parents are encouraged to wait to leave 

your home a bit later (after 3.20pm) and inform your child/ren to come straight to the waiting area; this 

will help ensure your child is at the zone waiting to be picked up. The drop off zone is often empty at 

3.25pm! 

− You cannot park in the Drop-Off Zone between 3-4pm (and 8-9.30am); during this time it is a no-

standing area and you will be fined. You must not wait in the zone for more than one minute. 

− Ensure you speak with your child to make sure they are waiting on the footpath ready to be picked up. 

 

Privacy Information 

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s 

personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and 

emotional wellbeing or health in the school context. Such information will also be collected when required to 

fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health and safety 

law. If that information is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support to 

your child, or fulfil those legal obligations. 

 

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or 

wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a Student 

Support Services officer, the required consent will be obtained. Our school also collects information provided 

by parents and carers through the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood 

Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form. 

 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and manage 

information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communication and engagement; 

student administration; and school management purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we take 

steps to ensure that your child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online 

tools, please contact us. School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff 

who need to know to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation. 

 

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information about 

that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best interests of our 

students and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to students. 

 

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the 

Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the 

disclosure is allowed or mandated by law. 

 

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health 

information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about privacy 

including about how to access personal and health information held by the school about you or your child, 

see our school’s privacy policy: www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx  

 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth workers, 

social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our school. This includes 

employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid.  
 

PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued) 
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and 

sporting activities. If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, 

Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be 

eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the 

school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your 

child. If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form 

this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 

 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9375 2511 and ask for an 

application form. You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on 

the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. Check with Amy 

in the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as 

possible. 

Lastly… 

I hope everyone has a great start to the year, remaining safe in the current pandemic and while also living 

the school mission, vision and values. http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/about-us/.  It has been wonderful to see 

the students so settled and engaged as they work together developing their classroom learning communities 

for 2022. 

 

Please ensure you have read the ‘Return to School Guide for Parents/ Carers’ available through the Compass 

Newsfeed. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me over the course of the year; our school value of collaboration will 

continue to be a focus and we look forward to working with you as your child continues to grow and 

develop. 

 

matthew.bott@education.vic.gov.au  

 

Matthew Bott 

Principal 

 

 

PRINCIPAL REPORT (Continued) 

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/about-us/
mailto:matthew.bott@education.vic.gov.au


 

Respect     Optimism    Care    Collaboration 

 

 

 

Dropping off and picking up  

Please Note: Students may not be in the school grounds before 8:45am or after 3:35pm unless they are 

attending Before or After School Care. At 3.35pm our last bell rings and students who have still not been 

collected by their parents must find the yard duty teacher or head to the school office. Any students in the 

yard beyond these times MUST be supervised by their parents.  

Developing resilience and independence supports student learning. To assist in this we ask parents to ensure 

that their child carry their own bags to and from the classroom. Students beyond foundation should take their 

own bags to the bag rack or locker provided before school and be lined up at the designated places when 

the bell rings at the start of the day.  

 

Student Absences 

A reminder to parents that if your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify their school as soon as 

possible on the day of absence using one of the following methods: 

Compass: completing an ‘Absence Note’ via the app or online. See the brochure on our website for how to 

complete this- www.mpp.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/ParentBrochure-1.pdf  

Telephone: the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason.  

Email: the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason. 

Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure 

the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 

Why do I need to notify the school if my child is absent? 

Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.  

All Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same 

day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not 

contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. 

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important 

part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind. 

 

What is your responsibility? 

let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let 

them know the morning if your child won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day 

notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the school with your most up-to-date contact details. 

Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents 

and carers to be notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.  

 

What is the school’s responsibility? 

The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the 

same day.  

Schools will let you know either by SMS, phone call or email. 

 

For further information, the School Attendance Policy and Attendance Procedures are now available on the 

school website at: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/  

 

Early Leave  

Prep to Year 6 Students are expected to attend for the full day unless permission to leave early is requested. A 

‘Permission to Leave Early Form’ must be filled out using the Compass Kiosk at the General Office and taken 

to the class teacher. This is a safety precaution for your children.  

 

Late Arrival  

All students who arrive late are required to go directly to the general office to collect a late arrival form from 

the Compass Kiosk before going to their classroom. They will then give the late arrival slip to the teacher when 

entering their class. This will ensure the teacher knows the student has been recorded as present and that 

parents are not sent an absence notification via Compass.  

GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION 

http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/ParentBrochure-1.pdf
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/school-council/school-policies/
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Bikes  

Students may ride bikes and scooters only to school. A bike shed is provided and is locked from 9.00 – 3.20 pm 

each day. The school and DET take no responsibility for bikes/ scooters left in the bike shed outside of these 

times. If they need to be held in this area outside these times we recommend using a bike lock. Rollerblades 

and skateboards are not permitted.  Insurance of bikes and scooters is the responsibility of parents. We 

strongly encourage insurance in the light of a number of schools reporting thefts.  Helmets are compulsory by 

law of the State of Victoria. Children will not be permitted to ride bikes if they do not have helmets. Bikes and 

scooters must not be ridden in the school or on pedestrian crossings to ensure safety. Riding bikes/scooters in 

the school yard before and after school is not permitted for safety reasons.  

 

Money and other Valuables  

Please encourage your children to leave treasured possessions at home. Teachers may look after money if 

requested but are not responsible for valuables/ personal items which students bring to school.  

 

Care of Others Personal Belongings  

Students who damage or take others property or belongings will be required to repair or replace the 

damaged or lost article. Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can 

include mobile phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school 

premises. The Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and it has no 

capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property.  

 

 

GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION 
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Welcome back wonderful artists of MPPS! 

We are back in the Visual and Performing Arts rooms- yay! 

Term 1 and 2 sees the Foundation and Year 1 & 2 students learning 

about the Performing Arts. Years 3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6 will be 

learning about the Visual Arts. In semester 2, Foundation and  

Year 1 & 2 will move to the visual arts space and Years 3-6 will learn 

about the performing arts. 

We have some exciting activities planned and I can’t wait to  

watch our artist’s skills and confidence grow. 

If you didn’t get a chance to look at the MPPS Virtual Art Show blog 

from Term 4 last year then be sure to check it out through the link 

below: 

https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/artshow/  

Looking forward to a very creative year ahead, 

Christine Caminiti  

Visual and Performing Arts Teacher 

https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/artshow/
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Hello MPPS community, 

Just some information for all families about the role Mindfulness plays at our school.  

Mindfulness is delivered formally as part of our classroom curriculum and is part of  

our student engagement and wellbeing program. It is embedded across our lessons and into the 

culture of our school. Mindfulness will be one of the curriculum areas taught as part of the  

RRRRs sessions or as a standalone session in addition to the RRRRs program. Formal mindfulness 

practice is implement in staff and school council meetings.  

Mindfulness is a way of being at our school and we continue to strive to learn and practice both 

formal mindfulness (meditations) as well as informally bringing ourselves back to the present 

movement at any given moment. 

Research shows that mindfulness can:  

• Reduce stress, anxiety and depressive symptoms  

• Increase resilience and peace of mind  

• Enhance cognitive performance e.g. concentration, memory and processing speed  

• Improve study and work performance  

• Improve relationships and overall wellbeing. 

Please take a look at the Mindfulness blog which has a range of resources, guided meditations  

and information for you to access. https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/mindfulness/ 

 

A mindfulness activity for the start of the school year…  

This is a good one to do in the morning before hopping out of bed or in the  

evening just before you go to sleep. 

Tense and Relax Muscle Relaxation  

Starting at your feet, gently squeeze the muscles in the feet by tightening them.  

Then slowly let them go. 

Next, squeeze the large muscles in the calves for 5 seconds, then gently let them go. Squeeze your 

thigh muscles for 5 seconds and then gently release. 

Continue moving up towards your stomach, chest, arms, shoulders, hands, head, face and neck. 

Gently squeezing for 5 seconds and then releasing. 

How does your body feel now?  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions about Mindfulness at MPPS. 

Have a beautiful first week back, 

Christine Caminiti  

Mindfulness 

at MPPS 

https://sites.mpp.vic.edu.au/mindfulness/
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Newsletter 

The newsletter will be published for the first two weeks in February and then published fortnightly  

thereafter. The newsletter is the main source of communication from the school and I urge everyone to 

read it! The newsletter will be sent out to all families via Compass. Families will be able to access the 

newsletter via Compass and on the school website.  

How to access the school newsletter: 

 

1. View it on the COMPASS Newsfeed: https://mpp-vic.compass.education/  
2. Visit the school website: http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/     

TERM 1 2022  CALENDAR 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

January 31 

Student Free 

Curriculum Day 

February 1 

Students return for 

2022 

February 2 

No School for 

Foundation 

 

Newsletter 

February 3 

Foundation 

Students  

Start 9:15am 

February 4 

February 7 February 8 

 

February 9 

No School for 

Foundation 

February 10 February 11 

February 14 February 15 

 

February 16 

No School for 

Foundation 

 

Newsletter 

February 17 February 18 

February 21 February 22 

Parent Teacher 

Exchange (Webex) 

February 23 

Year 1 - 6  

Swimming Carnival 

No School for 

Foundation 

School Council 

Meeting 

February 24 February 25 

Year 5/6  

Gala Sports 

February 28 March 1 March 2 

No School for 

Foundation 

March 3 March 4 

Year 5/6  

Gala Sports 

March 7 March 8 March 9 March 10 March 11 

https://mpp-vic.compass.education/
http://www.mpp.vic.edu.au/our-school/newsletters/

