‘I really love to observe the development of
friendships between the older and younger
children on the WSB. It really helps the school
community - it's like an unofficial buddy system!"
Mary Reynolds, Walking School Bus Volunteer

"Apart from the obvious health benefits, being a
volunteer for the WSB enables me to interact
with my daughter and her school friends in
THEIR environment.”

John Casey, Walking School Bus Volunteer

‘I enjoy the social nature of the walking bus,

the walking and the sense that there are young
children who have a responsible adult outside of
their family who is safely looking after them and
getting to know them."

Suzanne Priestley, Walking School Bus Volunteer

“The connections my family have made with the
other kids and parents who volunteer for the
Walking School Bus are also invaluable”

Fiona Hillary, Walking School Bus Volunteer
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Get on board the
Walking School Bus™
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Walking School Bus™ is a trademark of the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation (VicHealth)

Moonee Valley Language Line

e Arabic 9280 0738
E25"4 Cantonese 9280 0739
Hrvatski Croatian 9280 0740
EAMMVIKG Greek 9280 0741
Italigno Italian 9280 0742
Somali Somali 9280 0743
Espaiiol Spanish 9280 0744
Tiirkge  Turkish 9280 0745 o
Viét-ngl \Vietnamese 9280 0746 £5

All other languages 9280 0747

National Relay Service 13 36 77 or relayservice.au
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What is the Walking School Bus?

The Walking School Bus™ is a fun, healthy and safe
way for primary school aged children to travel to and
from school. Run in collaboration with VicHealth,
Moonee Valley City Council, schools, traders and
community groups, this free program has far reaching
benefits.

The Walking School Bus™ (WSB) is not a real

vehicle, but a group of children who walk to school
accompanied by two adult leaders (one 'driver’ and
one ‘conductor’). Picking up and delivering children at
‘bus stops' on the way to school.

The Walking School Bus follows a specific route on
specific days selected by your school and volunteers.
These routes have been carefully planned by the
volunteer coordinator and audited by Council to
ensure the safety of the children. Safety precautions
include a 1:8 adult to children ratio. All volunteers are
expected to undergo safety training, registration and
hold a Working with Children Check (WWC). Moonee
Valley City Council is supporting this fantastic
program at no cost to schools or families.
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What are the benefits?
The WSB program has many benefits for your school,
the local community and especially the children.

By working with Moonee Valley City Council you help:

* Improve children's overall health

e Develop children's physical and social skills

e Children build friendships

e Children gain a sense of independence

e Decrease traffic congestion around school

* Increase road safety and awareness

e Lower green house gas pollution

e Strengthen community [/ Council relations

e Children arrive at school alert and ready to learn
e Provide a safe environment for children.

How to be involved
There are many ways that you can be involved in the
WSB program. You can:

*  Sign up your school

e Register your child/ren to walk

e \olunteer to act as a conductor/driver

* Act as your school's volunteer coordinator

Volunteers

All volunteers are provided with training through
Moonee Valley City Council and are required to
undergo a WWC to ensure that children are walked
to school in a safe and friendly manner. \Volunteers
are expected to operate according to the bus stop
timetable and follow appropriate safety measures.

Council
Moonee Valley City Council employs a Project Officer
to supervise the WSB program. The Project Officer
provides administrative support and guidance to all
participants. It is Council's responsibility to conduct
WSB route safety audits, register volunteers and
provide safety training.

Get on board the
Walking School Bus™

Let's get more children walking more often!

| would like my child to use the Walking School Bus
on the following days and sessions:

U Monday Oam Q pm
Q Tuesday Qam Q4 pm
U Wednesday Oam Q pm
O Thursday Qam Q pm
O Friday Oam Q pm
ChilA'S NAME.ceeeie e
AGATESS st sesessssssessssssssssssssssssssesenees

[ am interested in becoming a volunteer for the Walking
School Bus on the following days and sessions:

O Monday Qam Q pm
U Tuesday Udam U pm
O Wednesday Qam Q pm
U Thursday Oam O pm
O Friday Oam O pm

Please return completed forms to the school
and further information will be forwarded



